A“o 22, 1960

Renald F. Lee
Natienal Park Service
143 Seuth Third St.
Philadelphia 6, Pae

Dear Mr. Lee!

New that there is @ Cape Natienal Seashere Bill, many sincere supperters eof this
measure srs anxieus te de semething te step the centinuing depradatiens in the heart of
the designated Park areas The werst damage is being dene areund Gull and Leng Pends
and the duno lands immedistely te the east.

Dezens of heuses have been built, and are eurrently undor cenatruetien; twe heuses
within half a mwile of Thereau's (and eur) heuse were started a week befere the Wbill
was passed, several ethers during the past winter and spring. Thinly seattered threugh-
eut the censervatien area, their drivewsys centinue te infliet fresh weu ds.

It appears certain that befere the necessary funds are apprepriated by Cengress
and any direet actien may be taken , further ravages are inevitable unless a wmere
pewerful deterrent than difficult mertgage leans is previded.

Can an unequivecal statement by the Department eof the Interier in respect te th
enfercement of the retresctive e¢lause in the Bill previde such & deterrent?

Anether issue related te the retreastive clause in the Bill which may have mest
unpleasant repercussiens is, we are sure, under censideratien by your Department. Many
landewners within the eriginally srepesed Park beundaries descently and eiviec-mindedly
held back frem any develepment en their land until the prepesal became law. Thess.
preperty ewners teek the retreactive clsuse and the 3 sere previsien in the Bill at
face value.

It weuld be e¥vieusly a vielatien ef the Bill's intentien if these had their
preperty taken at unimpreved value, while these ethers whe have cynically carved up
the landscape, and in seme cases deliberately built fer ne ether reasen than te
sell te the Gevernment at & huge prefit are allewed te "get away with it" in apite
of precautienary previsiens in the Bill.

We urge yeu te make an inspectien at the earliest time te cenvince yeurselves
of the necessity fer seme immediste sctien en weth these ceunts. It will be all tee
sad if after the 25 years ef heuse ewner tenaney anether quarter century were te be added
fer landscape recevery from & spreading rash and the public spirited we made te feel
that they have been mislead by their ewn Gevernment.

Sincerely yeurs

Serge Chermayeff




