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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

' M i s s  Josephine D e l  Deo 
Sec re t a ry  
H i s  t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  Study Committee 
Provincetown, Massachusetts 02657 

Dear M i s s  D e l  Deo: 

This  i s  i n  response t o  your l e t t e r  of 26 March 1975, which en- 
closed a copy of your l e t te r  of 24  March 1975 t o  my Chief of  
S t a f f .  Your s ta tement  of p o s i t i o n  a s  contained i n  t h e s e  two 
le t te rs  i s  acknowledged. W e  s t a t e d  our p o s i t i o n  i n  my Chief 
of S t a f f ' s  l e t t e r  of 1 9  A p r i l  1975, i n  response t o  your l e t -  
t e r  of 2 4  March 1975, and i n  my l e t t e r  of 1 4  March 1975. 

You have now requested t h a t ,  should t h e  United States Coast  
Guard purchase t h e  A t l a n t i c  Coast T rus t  s i t e ,  a p o r t i o n  of  
t h a t  s i t e  be donated o r  provided t o  some l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
f o r  con t ruc t ion  of an information center and museum. I t  is  
somewhat premature t o  begin d i scuss ion  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  concern- 
ing  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  s i t e ,  as w e  have no t  y e t  completed 
a l l  t h e  necessary prel iminary work, ob ta ined  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  
funding necessary f o r  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  nor exe rc i sed  ou r  o p t i o n  
on t h e  premises. When and i f  w e  have s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e a l t  w i th  
those problems, w e  w i l l  have t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  addres s  our- 
s e lves  more thoroughly t o  yo 

My i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  i s  t h a t ,  between t h e  t i m e  t 
q u i r e  t i t l e  t o  t h e  s i t e  and t h e  a c t u a l  commencement of s t a t i o n  
cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e r e  i s  some p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  w e  might be a b l e  
t o  make a po r t ion  of t h e  premises a v a i l a b l e  t o  some re spons i -  
b l e  town o rgan iza t ion  under a revocable  l i c e n s e  arrangement. 
I doubt s i n c e r e l y ,  however, t h a t  we  would be i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  
d e c l a r e  any p o r t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  excess and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  any 
non-federal use a f t e r  commencement of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
new Coast Guard s t a t i o n .  

I f  you would c a r e  t o  do so,  p l ease  f e e l  f r e e  t o  correspond 
with m e  f u r t h e r  on t h i s  m a t t e r  a f t e r  t h e  1st of J u l y  n e x t ,  
a t  which t i m e  w e  should know b e t t e r  where w e  s t and .  

w e  might ac- 


