Comma‘nder' Machllan,
at Provincetown, After
Returning from Lec-
ture Tour of Mid-West,
Corrects General Im-
pression About Two
Ends of Earth

By J. C. JOHNSON

PROVINCETOWN, Dec. 14. —
Lieut. Commander Donald B. Mac-
Millan in an interview at his home
‘here today sought to correct a “gen-
eral impression existing in the
minds of the public and press of the
United States that the South Pole
‘was more difficult and hazardeus to
reach than the North Pole.” ;
Just returned after filling a series
of lecture engagements in Chicago
and environs, the Provincetown ex-
,plorer of the morthland spoke par-

e well-established he- |

- ailing among Ameri-
| cans that the discovery of the South
Pole was the hardest and therefore
‘the most heroic of the two jobs..
The Nerth Pole he described as
ing “far out in the center of a
ng mass of drift ice.” Explor-
on work can be done there only
'during a period of thre. months, the
coldest;l;une of the year. On the

d, the South Pole trek cani

guests. He will go on a few trips

‘Provincetown. On June 20, which’

[ Provincetown explor- ‘
own views on many mooted |

oints. The ,forthcoming hook is cer-
|tain to stir up much discussion
| among explorers and scientists of
‘the world along with the possibility
its contents may create a fresh con-
troversy mvolvmg Peary’s explor-
‘|ation work. -

‘Captain MacMﬂlan will  deliver
‘| the same lecture in Hyannis on the
1night of January 14, for the bene-
fit of a children’s fund.

“It is just dawning upon the Am-
erican people why it took Peary 19
 years to reach the North Pole,” de-
 clared this town’s noted adventurer,
who has devoted the past 24 years
Pl to exploration and scientific work in
|the north., “They are beginning to
see the striking contrast of latter-
| day methods of exploring in the
| comparative comfort of a closed
|plane flying 100 miles an hour and
the pioneer methods of traveling
/| with” dogs and sledges at four miles
b lan hour, which is the average speed
-of a. good dog team.

“Contrary to the average man’s
belief, and the press as well, the

|much more difficult than reachmg
_lthe South Pole. :

L | attainment of the North Pole was |

danger of being carried away on
drift. ice to starvaticn and death:

“At the South Pole -vork can be
done in the summer, and with plen--
ty of time. The third time that man
ever tried he went right up to the
South Pole.

But it took men 300 years to
reach the North Pole and one man
alone 19 years—Rear Admiral Ro-
bert E. Peary—with the very best
equipment man vould devise.

“Peary told Amundsen that any
man could reach ‘he South Pole
with a good team of dogs. And
Amundsen in 1912 proved this was
s0. As to the hardshxps ‘encountered
on the North Pole trip there is no
comparison. And there was no
radio in Peary’s party to give daily
accounts of what was going on.”

Captain MacMillsan, added that |
“he had not forgotten that Scott
and all of his men had perished” on
the South Pole trek. “They walked
all the way to the South Pole,” the
captain said. “They perished wmle |
walking back. But that was direct!
due to the fact Scott used sledging
methods of 50 and 100’ years'ago.”

Captain MacMillan will have his |
Christmas dinner in Provincetown
with a group of lifelong hometown |
friends and several out-of-town ||

to fill lecture dates, but the greater |
part of the winter he will spend in

- | fifteenth expedition
|will go to Labrad
: i M.

- North Pole on Ocean i
“This is because of the fact the |
-l Nerth Pole is a mathmatical point
1far out in the center of a moving
‘| mass of drift ice on an ocean two
- deep—while the South Pole is
t on land. Only for a certain
| tim f the year and the coldest
perlodaof the year, between February
|15 and 0, can sucha,mp be‘

Nm‘th Pole is Harder ‘to Reach Than SGH




