
letter were to be sent to Senator Ed- 
ward C. Stone, Representatives Albro 
and Jones and other officials concerned. 

The importance of holding such a 
hearing was stressed since it was re- 
vealed that Sen. Stone had suggested 
the previous day at a meeting with 
town officials, that the matter be sub- 
mitted to a Senate study committee, 
who would report on their findings in 
December for legislative action, in the 
January session. The Senator had 
recommended this study since there 
had been different opinions and several 
revisions of the boundaries in the area 
defined in the bill. 

Documents Read 

the planning consultant’s two day visit 
to Provincetown in late March; the 
first draft by Mr. Bates of an act to 
establish the proposed Provincelands 
Development Authority and the first 
draft of a proposed Congressional 
Memorial from Massachusetts petition- 
ing the US Congress to change the 
boundaries of the National Seashore to 



pointed out that several inconsistencies 
were to be found between the docu- 
ments and the letters in statements 

that the Town could get some real tax 
revenue from the land. 

Man- I n  a conversation with Town 

public hearing. 
According to Mr. Bultman Sen. 

stone has written in a letter to S. Os- 
born Ball secretary of the Province- 
town Civic Association, that bill 3290 
“does not take in any land which is 

supposed to be taken later on by the 
National Seashore Park,” but that an 
examination of the Proposed areas on a 

not suitable for small individual de- 
velopers, that this was the case, but 
that numerous young couples were in- 
tere purchasing plots of land, 
which‘ could be developed by a large 
corporation and then sold to indivi- 
duals.. 

Discussion at Town Meeting 
At the May 2 special town meeting, a 

It was also noted that in t h e  same 
letter Sen. Stone had written, “What 
likewise seemed to me a t  least as im- 
portant was that there should be some 
real restrictions put on it so that the 
land could not be developed by the 
kind of development nobody really 

$1,500 for the Bates survey, Mr. Law- 
rence answered a question from the 
audience asking if it would be possible 
for a large corporation to acquire a 
major portion of the land, by saying 
that the land would be sold with res- 
trictions, but that he would like to see 

The Town Manager also spoke at the 
May 2 meeting on the manner in which 
the acquired land would be disposed of; 
describing the creation of a three-man 
authority (one each appointed by the 
Governor, the County Commissioners 
and the Selectmen) who would sell the 
land and the money derived from the 

sale would be used for development 
within the town. I Development Authority 

, which he sub- 

at the Friday meeting “by direction of 
the Town Manager to Senate and 
House Council for study and appropri- 
ate revisions on April 25.” Containing 
seven sections, the draft covers the 
creation of the development authority 

[and  its organization, and goes on to 
(specify how the Authority shall dis- 

I According to the draft the authority 
[shall dispose of the land “prudently” 
either to the town for municipal pur- 
poses including such purposes as a 
municipal golf course at  which fees 
may be charged, or to private enter- 
prise approved by the planning board 
and the selectmen under zoning ord- 

pose of the land acquired. 

I 



Provinceland areas so firm sanded 
areas nearer town could be acquired 
and developed by town thru a Develop- 
ment Corporation.” 

That afternoon Mr. Bates inspected 
the new waterfront plans and Marina 
project and “notes also made OD outer 
dunes and possible scenic route of one 
sort or other. (Possible 2.8 mile aerial 
car line from Race Point observation 
tower to Mt. Ararat.)” 

In  the evening Mr .Bates attended a 
joint meeting of the Selectmen, Plan- 
ning Board. and Finance Committee, at  
which “agreement arrived at to vote 
$1,500 at  the forthcoming special Town 
Meeting to retain Van Ness Bates As- 
sociates as own Planning Consultant to  
make a preliminary general plan sur- 
vey and report to be in such format 
and of such nature as to be readily ex- 
panded and incorporated in any final 
Master Plan that may be approved as a 
second stage.” 

Petition Supports Bill 
A petition supporting the acquisition 

of the land was also said to be making 
the rounds this week. Its text was 
quoted as follows: 

“We the undersigned, being regis- 
tered voters or taxable inhabitants of 
the town of Provincetown, hereby ex- 
press ourselves as being completely in 
favor of House Bill 3290 to cede a por- 
tion of the Province Lands to the Town 
of Provincetown because of the urgent 
need for land into which we may de- 
velop and expand our economy, since 
we are the only town on Cape Cod now 
losing population.” 


