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Long a patron of art and a past 
president and director of the 

‘Provincetown Art Association, Dr. 
I Murchison’s collection of canvas- 
ses by Cape End painters is al- 
most a listing of the best who 
worked here and he always sought 
to get the, best of each. There 
were paintings by Frederick 
Waugh, George Elmer Browne, 
Charles Hawthorne, ‘Max Bohm, 
Ernest Caliga, John Noble, Ed 
Dickinson, Gordon Grant, Reeves 
Euler, John Whorf, Karl Knaths, 
Charles Heinz, LaForce Bailey, 
Ross Moffett, Frank Desche, Ger- 
rit Beneker, Jerry Farnsworth, 
Courtney Allen, Helen Sawyer, 
Harold Lund, Pauline Palmer, 
William Paxton, Vollian Rann, 
Bruce McKain, Oscar Geiberich, 
‘John Frazier, John Foster, Phil 
Malicoat, Henry Hensche, Ada 
Gilmore, etchings by W. H. w .  
Bicknell, drawings by Dorothy 
Lake Gregory, prints by Tod 
Lindenmuth, watercolors by Wil- 
liam Zorach. Recently a fine oil 
portrait of Rear Admiral Donald 
B. MacMillan by Samuel Oppen- 
heim had been added to the col- 
lection 

Other Collections 
But Dr. and Mrs. Murchison 

had also assembled very fine col- 
lections of Venetian and Floren- 
tine glass as well a s  a large num- 
ber of superb Oriental and Chin- 
ese rugs. Much of the home was 
furnished with priceless antiques. 

y large library of 
limited editions in 
and special bind- 

In commenting, Chief White paid 
high tribute to the efforts of the 
firemen who fought such a hard 
battle, though a losing one because 
of the many hours of head-start 
of the fire. He said that the ef- 
forts of the Red Cross canteen 
workers who had hot coffee and 
doughnuts on hand for the fire- 
men were especially comforting. 

“The Castle” was originally 
built some 30 years ago by Mr. 
and ‘Mrs. F. W. Hollingsworth of 
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THE DEVASTATING FIRE that. destroyed “The Castle”, 
home of Dr. and Mrs. Carl Murchison is still the main concern 
in town. The Murchisons are due back from Quito, Ecuador, 
on Friday and then more authentic information will be avail- 
able. I t  was learned this morning that among the priceless 
art treasures lost in the fire were a number of paintings by 
the old masters inherited by Mrs. Murchison from her step- 
mother. One in particular was by Andrea del Sarto, termed 
by Browning in one of his poems as “The faultless painter.” 
A museum once offered Mrs. Murchison $60,000 for it, admit- 
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j $250,000 dream house of former Clark University Prof. 

August. However, most of i t  is 

end of the town, across from the Provincetown Inn. 
You probably remember that their Portugese villa was 

destroyed by flames May 1, 1956. It was a landmark. In the 
fire, they lost a fabulous art collection and his psychology1 
research library, which was probably the most complete in1 
the world. He is editor of fivq psychology journals, I 

early froze in their 

in case there is trouble wit 
Cape Cod electricity . . . 
frequently is during 

The design of the main stah‘ 
case is reminiscent of an abstract 
painting. It tbok a crew of from 
two to four men three months to 
construct. Over the staircase are 
six circular lights in an asym- 
metrical pattern. The total effect 
is most impressive. 

The interior decoration, done 
by Research Designers Inc., a 
subsidiary of Architects Collabor- 

ble. The firtaplac 
are a dark tan, 
manufactered for 

For the terrace marble chips will 
be set in cement and highy pol- . This will be near the pool 

he whole thing will be water- 

Dr. Murchison’s right hand was 
in a bandage and he told me he 
had just returned from the Leahy 
Clinic in Boston where he had 
undergone an operation to straigh- 
en out two retracted fingers. 

I was surprised that I did not 


