‘the Compact this monument has
been erected.
“The Mayflower remained in
this (Provincetown) harbor for 35
days. During that time parties
were sent out to endeavor to find
‘ a suitable place for a settlement.
After encircling Cape Cod Bay
they reached Plymouth where they
decided to fix their residence, and
later the Mayflower with its company was taken there. The first
landing on American soil was in
this place; the first settlement was
at Plymouth. In this harbor was
born the first child of the Pilgrims; here was the first death
among the colonists, Dorothy, wife
of William Bradford,
“The erection of a monument to
commemorate the landing Of the

’

on the anniversary of the day on
which the Pilgrims set sail from
Southampton for their voyage to
these shores.
J. Henry, Sears, as first president of the Cape Cod Pilgriln
Memorial Association, a position
now held by Horace F. Hallett of
Provincetown, made the opening
address of welcome at the dedication, and his remarks give some of
i
the history of the building of the
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Provincetown’s lofty monument dominates the end of Cape
Cod and can be seen many miles at sea serving as marker of
home and family to weary fishermen. The Pilgrims whom it
honors might have rebelled last December when lines of colored light were hung from the summit to the base to make a
country with newspapers from

Onthe first day of August,
a little band of English e x iles sailed from Delfthaven for
Southampton on a small vessel
named the Speedwell. They had
left England some ten years before and had been residing in
Holland, when, becoming discontented, they decided to seek a
home in the New World. This
little band of Pilgrims numbered
about seventy persons, which
number was considerably augmented by accessions from‘ London and elsewhere in England who
were awaiting the arrival of the
Speedwell at Southampton, where
the Mayflower lay awaiting the
party. On the fifth of August,
1620, two hundred and ninety
years ago today, both vessels
started on their voyage across the
Atlantic.
But the Speedwell,
leaking badly, they both put back
t o Dartmouth. On September 2
they again started, but the Speedwell still leaking they again put
back, this time to Plymouth,
where a portion of the passengers of the Speedwell were transferred to the Mayflower.
Compact Signing.
“On the sixteenth of September the Mayflower, with her passengers, numbering 102, sailed for
the northern coast of Virginia. On
the 9th of November they sighted
Cape Cod, and on the 11th they
came to anchor in this harbor
they signed the Compact, a framework for civil self-government
the basis of the government of
this great republic, and elected
their governor. To commemorate
the landing of the Pilgrims on

uished guests. The monument
was completed in June of the
present year. Placed in the interior ofthe monument are 180 memorial stones given by different
towns and societies.
The monument is built as firmly and as strong as possible for
human hands to build. Its s u m mit stands 252 feet above the base
and 345 above the sea. The work
is now done, and here we, in the
presence of our distinguished
guests, dedicate it to the American people. It will stand here for
generations to recall to the nation the event which was
corner stone of the Republic. the

one i n politics, the other in education and letters. The first we
had with us upon that day of inception, the eyes of the people
upon him, their ears strained to
‘listen to his words. Today, at
this time of the fruition or
hopes and of our labors, we are
able to listen to the educator a n d
scholar, whose name is familiar in
two continents, President Emeri- I
Eliot of Harvard

our

speaker on the

