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“The want and worth of acquired 

from Thomas Prence of Eastham, who parts was a thing so sensible unto 
was governor. of Plymouth colony him, that Plymouth never had a 
from 1657 to his death in 1673. There greater Macaenas of learning in it. 
is no biography of him, and he is He had sojourned for a while a t  
not in the Dictionary of American Eastham, where a church was by h i s  
Biography. The sketches of him are means gathered. Among t h e  
slight. From abundant materials many excellent qualities which adorn- 

about him I have chosen a few notes ed him as governor of the colon 
by Cotton Mather. 

Most Cape Codders are descended 

there was much notice taken of that 
integrity, wherewith indeed he was 
most exemplarily qualified; whence it 

was that as he would ever retuse 
any thing that looked like a bribe; 
so if any person having a case to be 
heard at Court had sent a present 
unto his family in his absence, he 
would presently send back the value 
thereof in money unto the person.” 
Was bribery of officials then so com- 
mon that Governor Prence stood out 
because of his integrity? 

The usual quotation about him is 
that he was “a terror to evildoers.” 
How appears particularly in one brief 
account. “A debauched fellow had 
cursed that excellent man, Governor 
Prence. The governor laid before 
the transgressor the great sin he had 
committed; and with a grave, holy, 
awful admonition, besought him to 
consider of that Scripture in Psal. 
109: 17, 18. As he loved cursing, 
so let it come unto him.” The result 
was too terrible for me to set down 
here, in any detail. The man died 
“with inexpressible torments.” 

The will of Governor Prence shows 
that he had a special affection for 
one young grandson, Theophilus 
Mayo of Eastham. The complete in- 
ventory of his estate lists many things, 
that would be museum pieces today. 
I am troubled, however, about his: 
underwear. Apparently he had only 
one pair of ‘‘dimity drawers.” His 
father-in-law, Elder William Brew- 
ster, had, by the way, ‘‘I pair of green 
drawers.”*Those single pairs of draw- 
ers must have ‘been for dress-up. 
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seven years, finally removing to Ply- 
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