
November 26,1898: November The Day the Weather Bureau Was right! 
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that led to the sinking 
r Portland. The  Port- 
her berth at Boston, 

course northeastward toward 

at memorable storm-since 
the “Portland Storm.” Of 

Blanchard sail in view of the ominous 

the unseaworthiness of his ship 
against the elements. That  is why he 
became a staunch friend of those at 
the U. S. Weather Bureau in Boston 
and abided by their advice before 
sailing. 

About 1908 I became acquainted 
with three Weather Bureau men who 
knew Captain Blanchard, when I was 
less than 20 years old. My greatest 

The author is the last of 
those who knew the 
REAL reason Capt. Blanchard 
decided to put the 
steamer Portland to sea in 

learned much from the d 
rning scratch map as to the direction 

lines and gradient, would be too strong from 
.beam, then he would not risk it because he 
knew that there was danger of getting into 
the trough of a sea, which was always a very 
weak point in the navigation of a side- 
wheeler. From his familiarity with the daily 
weather map and the advice from the 
Weather Bureau, plus his knowledge of the 
Portland’s weaknesses, Captain Blanchad 
was a cautious man. 

However, there came a day when Captain 
Blanchard was called “on the carpet” and 
was told that he was really being too cad- 
tious in view of the fact that the alternate 
and competitive route would be by rail. He 
would henceforth sail on their orders. He 
felt that sooner or later these orders could 
well be against his better judgment. He told 
his friends and advisors at the boston 

Blanchard-and how I in turn w 
facts. The captain continued his 
to the Weather Bureau every 

were a great many passengers in 
anxious to get back home to 
Sunday. The morning of that 
dawned with sunshine, except 
thin cirrus clouds that caused 

little wind. At the Weather Bureau, 
captain recalled a slight disturbance in 

morning; but it had moved east-south 
ward with a very rapidly increasing sec 
ary develoment by saturday morning 

on for a Northeaster along the 


