
A few of our native residents feel that a Town Crier is‘ 
superfluous or that  if we have one, he should not make his 
rounds in costume. That feeling is certainly not shared by, 
our visitors. That fact was brought home to US most em- 
phatically during the seasons when the post could not be 

anic with an automobile racer and a newspaper man with 
Elvis Presley. 

Ed Sullivan is emcee on a certain television program. He 
can’t sing and dance like Perry Como, for instance, or tell a 
story and sing like Ernie Ford. His bulbous eyes almost pop 

the story, “Wanted: A man with leather lungs and a first-class 
knowledge of local history for one of the most exclusive pro- 
fessions in the country. Salary; $600. The town of Province- 
town on the tip of Cape Cod, is advertising for a town crier, 
The job is billed as the only one of its kind in the nation 

up as a publicity stunt, though if it had been, it would have 
been a stroke of genius. and parcel of the early 
traditions of the town. In  orical Museum a consider- 
able part of a large case is to the pictures of former 
and famous Criers and their bells. Included are George 

paid $8,000; not for a year, a month or a week. That is his 
meagre stipend for every appearance. 

And somebody wko can pay that salary must think he is 
worth it. 

That is the way the salary for the official Provincetown Town 

that “shows off” a Pilgrim costume to good advantage. Cus- 
tomarily the town, population 3,795 supplies the trousers 
and tunic for the costume, but the applicant should be pre- 
pared to supply his own hat, belt and buckled shoes.” This’ 
AP dispatch neglects to make any mention of the bell, SO for 

The Provincetown Town Crier is not a character dreamed But it has been stated on the best of authority that he is that he know local history, can “call” news, and has a physique 


