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COMPACT 
IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. 

SUBJECTS OF OUR DREAD SOVEREIGN LORD KING JAMES, BY THE 
GRACE OF GOD OF GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, AND Ireland, K i n g  

GLORY OF GOD AND ADVANCEMENT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 

WE, WHOSE NAMES ARE UNDERWRITTEN, T H E  LOYAL 

DEFENDER O F  T H E  FAITH, ETC. h a v i n g  UNDERTAKEN FOR T H E  

AND T H E  HONOR O F  OUR KING AND COUNTRY, A VOYAGE T O  
PLANT T H E  F I R S T  COLONY I N  T H E  NORTHERN PARTS O F  
VIRGINIA, DO BY THESE PRESENTS SOLEMNLY AND MUTUALLY 
IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD, AND ONE another COVENANT AND 
COMBINE OURSELVES TOGETHER INTO A CIVIL BODY POLITIC, 
F O R  O U R  BETTER ORDERING A N D  PRESERVATION A N D  
FURTHERANCE O F  T H E  ENDS AFORESAID AND BY VIRTUE HEREOF 
DO ENACT, CONSTITUTE, AND FRAME SUCH JUST AND EQUAL 
LAWS, ORDINANCES, ACTS, c o n s t i t u t i o n s  AND OFFICES 
FROM T I M E  T O  TIME AS SHALL B E  THOUGHT MOST MEET AND 
CONVENIENT FOR T H E  GENERAL GOOD OF T H E  COLONY: UNTO 
WHICH W E  PROMISE ALL DUE SUBMISSION AND OBEDIENCE. 
I N  WITNESS WHEREOF W E  HAVE HEREUNTO SUBSCRIBED OUR 
NAMES AT CAPE Con, THE I ITH OF NOVEMBER, IN THE YEAR 
OF THE REIGN OF OUR SOVEREIGN, LORD KING JAMES OF 
ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND IRELAND, THE EIGHTEENTH, AND 
OF SCOTLAND THE FIFTY - FOURTH, ANNO DOMINI, 1620.  
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