their doom along its shores, which rightly bear the na
The shores of Cape Cod from Monomoy to Wood End
trewn with the bones of once staunch crafts, while unmark
ad tale of the sacrifice of human life.
Scenes of awful terror and heroic rescues have taken p

have been lost in the wrecks that h
er Avenue, Wellfleet, a retired
Coast Guardsman whose service
covered more than 32 years and
participation in more than 20 rescues, both successful and attempted. Mr. Ellis died Saturday night
on his birthday at the Veterans
Administration Hospital, Brockton, after a long illness.
Masonic memorial service was
held at the funeral home Tuesday

at loss of life.

BRITISH f r i g a t e SOMERSET.

the shoals near Orleans, and became a total loss. The story of the
wreck is told by Governor Bradford in his diary of the Plymouth
Colony. The ship’s bones were discovered in a mud bank in 1863,
the washing away of the shore line disclosing them to view.
Another historic wreck was that of the British frigate Somerset,
which stranded on PeakedHill Bars, Nov. 2 or 3, 1778. The Somerstormed the heights of Bunker Hill, and terrorized the commerc
the colonies. She was at anchor in Boston Harbor the night
Paul Revere made his famous ride. When she met with disaster
was in pursuit of a fleet of French ships, which were reported to be-in
Boston Harbor. The Somerset had been at anchor in Provincetown
harbor for some time, leaving there a few days before she was lost,
to go in search of the French ships. She struck Peaked Hill Bars
during a northeast gale, while trying to round the Cape, and enter
the harbor at Provincetown. She had a complement of four hundred
and eighty men, and is supposed to have carried sixty guns, thirtytwo, twenty-four, and twelve pounders. She struck on the bars with

Great Pond Light, Nantucket.

MATILDA BUCK.

She was finally thrown up on the beach by the tumultuous walls of
water, and Captain Aurey and the few of the crew who had not
perished reached the shore.
The residents of Provincetown viewed the wreck from High Pole
Hill, and summoned Capt. Enoch Hallett, of Yarmouth, and Colonel
Doane, of Wellfleet, who, with a detachment of militia, made Captain
Aurey and t h e survivors prisoners.
Captain Hallett took charge of the prisoners, marching them up the
Cape to Barnstable, and later to Boston, Colonel Doane being left to
look after the wrecked craft. There was much jubilation on Cape
Cod and in Boston over the disaster. The bones of the Somerset

