e Life Savers of Cape Cod.

nearly all the others losing their own
Capt. Benjamin S. Rich, afterwards of
tates Life-Saving Service, was the first to discover the wreck, and
also found a box containing some papers that subsequently proved
that the disaster was intentional.
The year 1853 was a memorable one in the history of Cape Cod,
there being twenty-three appalling disasters along its shore during
that period. Among the vessels lost were many ships and brigs well
known in shipping circles in Boston and on Cape Cod. The weather

other historic wreck was that of the pirate ship widdah which
lost near the site of the Cahoon’s Hollow Life-Saving station in

Bellamy had captured seven vessels off the shores of Cape Cod,
on one of them had placed seven of his crew. The captain of the
ured ship ran his vessel close to the shore, and the seven pirates
taken prisoners. Later six of them were executed in Boston.

WRECKERS AT W O R K ON KATIE J. BARRETT.

A

wreck

The widdah soon after was driven ashore during a gale, and all hands,
those who did reach the shore perished from exposure

almost certain assurance that they
Another terrible disaster was the wreck of t

tumbling water. The gallant men were seen to rise a n d strug
desperately to reach the overturned boat, but perished in the
The men remaining in the rigging of the Josephus were
swept to death by the monstrous waves that tore the ship t

the crew that reached the shore. He found himself alone on a frozen
beach with the mercury below zero. He wandered about during the
night trying to find some place of shelter, and was found the next
morning by a farmer standing dazed, barefooted, and helpless in the

