
Prompt action by the Province- 
town Fire Department had a flash 
fire in a new addition to a build- 
ing at the end of MacMillan 
Wharf quelled in 20 minutes early 
last Friday afternoon, but not be- 
fore an estimated damage of mare 
than $20,000, according to Fire 
Chief Wilbur Cook. 

The blaze, which was confined 
to the new addition to the Salt- 
water Fisheries, Inc., building, 
caused dense billows of smoke 
and fishing vessels tied up nearby 
were moved away. Sparks that 
had ignited the older part of the 
building were quickly extinguish- 

as firefighters pumped water 
directly from the harbor in bat- 

The department was called out 
at  1:10 p.m. and in 20 minutes 
the fire was out but Chief Cook 
said damage to the structure and 
icemaking machinery in the build- 
ing could exceed $20,000. The 
blaze is believed to have been 
started by a spark from a weld- 
ing torch, as welders working in 
the area told Chief Cook that the 
flames seemed to appear every- 
where at once. 

Later that afternoon the depart- 
ment was called out again be- 
cause of a short circuit in an ex- 
haust fan at the Sil Vous Plait 
Restaurant on Commercial Street. 
Electricity to the f a n  was cut off, 

Dense black smoke billows into the air  above MacMillan 
Wharf shortly before the fire at Saltwater Fisheries was 
brought under control. The small white area about one-third of 
the  way down the smoke cloud is flame, which shot to  a great 
height above the burning building. 

Puritan Fish Co. The firm then paid 
$1,300 under protest, pending a court 
decision on the matter. 

In  accordance with the settlement, 
the Town has signed a five-year lease, 
at $500 a year with Salt Water Fisher- 
ies, Inc., present owners of the Baxter 
wharf, which permits them to attach a 
connecting ramp between the town 


