
said today, were the high school 
fire in 1930 and the Colonial Cold’ 
Storage blaze, also during Chief 
Barnett‘s term as department head. 

Is Principal Reason 

the next, the Jack Leonard, in 
1940, and the last two in 1946, the 

at he was “get- 

Seventy-five Years Ago 

The old Franklin has been, 
manned again and rechristened 
She is now the Wide Awake, No. 5, 
Mr. George Johnson, Foreman, with 
a wide awake crew-a Valuable ad- 
dition to our excellent fire depart- 
ment. 

Oct. 29, 1873 

I 

a steam engine for the 
partment H e  had his opinion and 
boomed it so that every word was a 
clarion challenge throughout the meet- 
ing hall: 

“Cold water will put out a fire just as 
well as ‘biling‘ water! What’s more, there 
aint no danger of scalding people all 
around the fire!” 

FIFTY August 17, YEARS 1899 AGO 

Excelsior Fire engine No. 4 w a s  
shipped off Monday of this week to I 

Smith Mills, Mass., where she will 
be used for fires. The old engine is 
in good condition and can do active 

I and effective service in extinguish- 

I ing a blaze. Many pleasant memo- 
ries have been revived and stories 
told of her high rank and past rec- 
ord in fires and musters. 

I 

In the belief that it is too late now for 1951 to spoil its ex- 
cellent record in the matter of infrequent fires and low fire :’ 
loss, it should be safe to make the prediction that the record’ 
will be one of the very best in many years. It has been so 
good and Fire Chief Joe Matta has been able to save so much 
money out of his budget that he has been able to  equip four 
of the six pieces of Department apparatus with two-way, FM 
radios without asking the voters for a cent. The installation 
of the four radios has been completed and the required per- 
mits and licenses have been granted by the Conservation De- I 
partment and Federal Communications Commission. Through 
a smart buy, Chief Matta was able to acquire the equipment at 
about 50 per cent of listed prices. 
crews of Pumpers 3, 4  and 5 and t 
able to talk to each other and to oter 
ments and apparatus. The Chief feels that the addition of 
radio communication will greatly increase the prompt mobil- 
ity of the various apparatus and add to their efficiency in fire 
fighting. 


