
BOSTON, Nov. 27 
atives of the 176 persons who 
died in the sinking of the steamer 
Portland off Cape Cod in 1898 
were hopeful today that a survey 
of the recently-discovered hull 
of the old side-wheeler would 
solve the adcient New England 

The Provincetown 

he hull of the stea 

self offered in a signed article in 
Boston Herald six years ago. 

is .Mr. Snow’s suggestion a diver 
ought to be sent down to recover 
$18,000 in uncut jewels from the 
steamer safe and the captain’s log, 
which Mr. Snow is credited with be- 
lieving may still be readable forty- 
six years after the great gale of NO- 
vember 26, 1898, tore the wooden 
side-wheeler to pieces Seawise folk 

n to wash ashore on Cape 

hour at which the steamer sank off 
‘ the  Cape’s outer shore. Was it for 
‘some 12 or 24 hours that the storm) 
confronted the Portland‘s person- I 
nel with imminence of overwhelm- 

companion ship on 
the Boston and Portland run did 
not venture out of its Maine harbor 

vember gale of 1898 wh 
probably 500 lives along 

mouth and driven, bottom up, across 
the Sound. Homes in falmouth 
“rocked on their foundations,” ac- 
cording to The enterprise, Isaac 
M. Small, a Cape marine historian, 
estimated- the Portland Gale blew 
100 miles an hour. That was such 

wind as Falmouth experienced ab 
‘ the  height of Its 1944 hurricane. 

it was symbolic that the Portland 
wreck scattered a consignment of 
coffins on the Cape beach. A court 

sa id  that last official word, on the 
fate of the steamer. When relatives 
of the dead sued Portland Packet 

‘Company, the court rejected the 
claims An “Act of God” took the 
steamer, the court decided. ’ 

-Falmouth enterprise 

Will Take Pictures 

Reports Seeing Bodies 

RELICS OF SHIP DISASTER 
JAMES I. WILSON (left) of New Haven, holds a 

section of the paneling from Stateroom 110, occupied by his 
father-who perished when Steamer Portland sank off Cape Cod 
47 years ago with a loss of 176 lives. EDWARD ROWE SNOW, 
director of diving operations f o r  Portland Associates, a group 
comprising relatives and friends of passengers aboard the ill- I 


