PEAKED HILL BAR LIFE SAVING STATION, Continued
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‘along the Atlantic coast, and a second appropriation of $10,000 Was
made. The first appropriation of $5,000 remained in the treasury as
|an unexpended balance.

 Later, this money was placed in the hands of the Collector of
Customs at Boston for the benefit of the Massachusetts Humane
Society, for use in the work of building and equipping new life
stations along the Massachusetts coast.

The second appropriation of $10,000 was for expenditure upon the
New Jersey coast. With this appropriation eight boat-houses were
erected and supplied with appliances for saving life and property.
| This marks the beginning of
the life-saving service of the
| United States.

In 1849 Congress appropri-
ated $z20,000 for life-saving
purposes. With this sum eight
life-saving stations were built
on the Long Island coast and
six additional stations erected
on the shores of New Jersey.
| While these newly established
life-saving stations were not
manned by regular drilled
crews Of Sllrflnen, as at 1)1-68_ ONE OF THE FIRST UNITED STATES LIFE-SAVING
ent, they often proved of great i
value at times of disaster, and in 1850 Congress made another appro-
priation of $20,000 for life-saving purposes.

Of this sum half was expended in erecting additional stations along
the shores of Long Island, and for a new station at Watch Hill,
R. I

The attention of Congress having been called to the needs of some
means of rendering assistance to wrecked vessels along the coasts of
North and South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, and Texas, the re-
| maining $1o0,000 of this appropriation was expended in placing life-
boats at the most exposed points on these coasts.

In 1853 and 1854 Congress made liberal appropriations for life-
saving purposes, and fourteen new stations were built on the coast of
New Jersey.

.
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The service was at this time extended to the Great Lakes, twenty-
three life-boats being stationed at different points on Lake Michigan,
and several others on the other lake shores and on the Atlantic coast.
In 1854 there were one hundred and thirty-seven life-boats stationed
along the coasts of the United States. Of this number fifty-five were
at stations on the New York and New Jersey coasts.

HAROLDINE STRANDED ON NAUSET BARS.

. The absence of drilled and disciplined crews at these stations, how-
ever, —together with irresponsible custodians and the lack of proper
equipments, the result of pillage or decay, — contributed to great loss
of life and heartrending scenes of disaster along the Atlantic coast.
The inefficiency of the life-saving service, as it then existed, was
apparent to all. Public sentiment had now become excited, and Con-

AFTER THE BEACH COMBERS HAVE WORKED ON THE WRECK.

gress was appealed to for immediate relief from the existing
| conditions.

In 1853 a bill which provided for the increase and repair of the
stations and the guardianship of the life-boats passed the Senate;
but, unfortunately, failed to reach the House before adjournment.
An appalling disaster, the wreck of the Pow/hatan, on the coast of New



