
The Oldest House in Provincetown 

were used in combination with the Thus, old Capes are often called 
Christian Cross doors to keep witches “Ship Shape.” 
out. Although it’s hard to perceive (Photo #3) Here are two of the 
in this photo, the tops of the cabinets pegged and notched roofing beams. 
and the door frames slant downward. This method of construction was used 
This is because these frames were by the early boat builders and ex- 
originally constructed to follow the plains why the interior of the roofs 
crown of the decks and cabins of the in these old dwellings look like in- 

(Photo #4) Leading up to the oven, founded only in Cape Cod 
houses built before 1750. Later, such 
ovens were placed at the sides for 
more convenience. After the embers 
were raked out, one would place a 
hand inside the oven. If the hand 

second floor, there is a steep “ship’s 
ladder” staircase. The plank flooring 
is spatter painted white on a darker 
color-a common old-fashioned way 
of painting much-used floors. 


