






















































































IN MEMORIUM
GERRIT HONDIUS 1891 - 1970

The French painter, L. Jean Liberté, wrote of Hondius’ paintings: ‘“‘Hondius’ work
conveys to me an intense interest in life, and the sincerity of his paintings adequately
reflects the emotional experiences of his varied interests. His most intimate themes are
circus people and the life of the fishermen close to the elements. It is in these themes
that he captures and translates, through color and form, the intensity of his moods. And
it is this warmth and sincerity that makes Hondius one of the important modern
painters of America.”

Gerrit Hondius was born in Kampen, Holland, on July 4, 1891. Several of his ancestors
were artists, and two of his mother’s forebears, Karel and Barent Fabritius, were pupils
of Rembrandt, and the former was also a teacher of Vermeer in the 17th Century. His
father was also a painter and in 1590, another ancestor, Jodocus Hondius, worked with
Gerhard Mercator, famed map engraver of the first atlas of the world. Jodocus Hondius
and his son, Hendricus, completed the project which took 50 years. One of the most
outstanding artists in the family was the 17th Century painter Abraham Hondius, who
specialized in large hunting scenes. Displaying an early talent for drawing, Gerrit
studied for two years at the Royal Academy of the Hague, two years more at the
Laren Art Colony in Laren, Holland, and subsequently for a year with Max Weber at
the Art Students’ League in New York. Hondius’ paintings later developed into a
style reminiscent of French and German Expressionism. and he felt that the study of
color was the greatest contribution of painting in the 20th Century.

Hondius has had more than 55 one-man shows as well as numerous group and traveling
shows in America and Europe. The Museum of Modern Art included his work in a two
year traveling exhibition. In the 1950’s, the Graham Gallery included Hondius in a
show of ten foreign-born painters who have contributed the most to American art. His
work is represented in the collections of the Whitney Museum of American Art; the
Los Angeles County Museum; the Norfolk Museum; the Newark Museum; Brandeis
University and other public and private collections both here and abroad. Gerrit
Hondius, who lived in New York City and Provincetown with his wife Paula Kessler
Hondius, a gifted pianist, died at the age of 79 on July 22, 1970.
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