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Dedication

Captain SonnyRoderick, Jr. 

The fishermen of Provincetown take great pleasure in dedicating the 1991 
Blessing of the Fleet to Captain Bernard (Sonny) Roderick, Jr. A moving force 
behind many Blessing celebrations, he personifies those qualities that make a 
dedicated fisherman. 

In any history of the Blessing of the Fleet, the name of Sonny Roderick, Jr. 
would figure prominently. Like his father, Sonny, Sr., he has always been actively 
involved. He and his wife, Sue, co-chaired the event four times, and in other years 
were always willing workers. Those who know him are well aware that whatever 
he becomes involved in, he gives it his all. It's not just in his nature to do otherwise. 

A graduate of Provincetown High School, he was an active participant in 
spons and school activities. After graduation, he chose to enter Fitchburg State 
College, but soon realized that the lure of the sea and the fishing industry was in his 
blood. Although he had fished with his father during high school years, he wanted 
to learn more about navigation and newer methods of fishing. 

His next step was one of nany innovative moves he was to make. He 
joined his high school classmate, John Vasques when he enrolled in the Commer-
cial Fisheries Program at the University of Rhode Island. The things he learned 
there were later put to good use. On a trip through the Cape Cod Canal, he 

impressed his Dad and the crew with his navigational skills. 
. It was at URI that he m et a young nursing student, Susan Flynn, from 

TivertonRhode Island. To use a cliche, "the rest is history". At their wedding, a 
year after graduation, a friend sang "We've Only Just Begun". These words were to 
become a kind of philosophy for Sonny and Sue Never complacent, this couple 
strove to see, to learn, and to grow. 

. Suebegan he~ nursing career at AIM Medical Center in Welljleet and 
contmued to study, taking advanced courses and broadening her experience. 

After fishing with his father for several years he bought a stern trawler, the 
Bay of Isles. Sonny continued to search for new fishing grounds because fish was 
already becoming scarce and harder to find. The Bay of Isles was one of the first 
boats to travel to Long Island, New York, in search of a catch. 

Throughout these years, ther Blessing of the Fleet was an event to be 
worked for and enjoyed. In 1976, the Swedishwarship HMS Alvsnabben played 
a major role in the festivities. Not only ~as the ship in the harbor for all to see, but 
the crew took part zn a softball game wllh the fishermen and was welcomed at the 
F~shermen's Dance held at St. Peter's Parish Hall. That same year there was a fish 
dmner sponsored with the local Rotary Club, held in a tent in front of the Bas Relief 
which depicts the signing of the Mayflower Compact. He also a"anged for a fly-
over by a plane from the South Weymouth Naval Air Statioh. 

Nothing delighted him more than the children's day held at Motta Field. 
His spe~!~l affiniO:, ~it h. children m!ght c?m~from th~ fact t~at t~ere will always be 
a lot of ilttle boy m hmz. There zs an zmpzsh quailty to Ius grm which gives this 
secret away . 

. He was chosen to be the subject of a documentary on fishing for PM 
Magazme shown on ChannelS. He proved to be an articulate spokesman and the 
program was well done and well received. 

Sonny and Sueare the parents of two sons; Kurt who is ten and Alex who 
is five. Un_dt;JUbtedly, looking to the future of these two bright and active youngsters, 
some deczswns had to be made. The result was almost a foregone conclusion. As 
the supply offish dwindled, the costs of maintenance, insurance, and fuel escalated. 
The Bay of Isles was sold to a fishing captain Sonny had met when he was fishing 
off Long Island. 

. What happens when a fishing captain sells his boat? Some opt to enjoy 
the renrem~nt they ha~e earned. Others, in anticipation of this happeneing, have 
bought bus messes whzch they can run seasonally. Still others take jobs ashore. 

YoungSonny as he is often refe"ed to, is perhaps the only fishemwn to go 
back to college to pursue a w~ole new career. Already the holder of andAssociates 
degree from the URI fishen~s progra"':, he enrolled at Cape Cod Community 
College and ~arn_ed anAssocwte degree zn accounting. During this time, he worked 
at two part-ttme JObs and was very involved in the activities of his children. For two 
years he has coache~ basketball and baseball. Not satisfied with just an associate 
degree, h~ enrolled m So~th_eastern _Massachusetts University to work towards a 
Bachelors degree. At thzs ttme, he zs but three courses away from achieving this 
goal. 

A handsome, strapping, affable person, it was seldom evident that for a 
nun_1ber of years, he had enilur~d liealth problems that would have cowed hwny. 
Gomg through surgery several tzmes for Chrohn's Disease and related problems, he 
bounced back each time (after endearing himself to all the health professionals he 
came in contact with). 

In 1978 he had a heart problem, but was able to resume fishing after four 



months. There has been a recu"ence of this problem recently. At the present time, 
he is a candidate for a transplant and is awaiting a donor. His schedule is 
some»:hat limi~e~, bu~ he can be se~n at his sons' Lillie League games, and 
occaswnally raidmg hzs Mother's refngerator, a lifelong habit. 

His spirit is indo:nitable and the support of his family and friends is loving, 
strong, a~d !teadfast. It zs very probable that before long, we'll see him dancing to 
the tune Pzck yourself up, dust yourself off, and start all over again". 

Our congratulations and best wishes for smooth sailing. 

ALWA 
Ancora Praia 
Antonio Jorge 
Carla Bee 
Charlotte G 
Chico Jess 
Gail 
Gale Winds 
Jimmy Boy 
Joan& Tom 
Josephine G 
Liberty 

New Bedford 

Amazonia 
Brazil 
Capt. Lourenco 
Condestavel 
Hope II 
Irene Maria 
Tina Vina 
Two Friends 

Betty V. Costa 

BOATS 
Provincetown 

Liberty Belle 
Little Natalia 
Miss Sandy
North Star
Pat Sea 
Paulo Marc 
Plymouth Belle 
Cristina & Marie 
Richard - Arnold 
RuthL 
Susy& Sandra
SilverMink 
Second Effort 

1 'No'v that we're 
here, where 

should we go?" 
How about that restaura nt that serves fresh 

~eafood. tender steaks and Portuguese specialtres 
-all made from scratch. 

Remember the big drinks. nautical decor and 
friendly service? 

And the free parking! 
So. should we go for brunch, lunch or dmner? 
We've got !he t1me-let 's go lor all three and 

stc:.y for t11e entertamment- there's no cover. 
No wonder the Moors has been a favorite 

Provincetown tradition for 50 years. 

t.h 
Moors
he Smugglers' Lounge 

Reservations 
Bradford St. West , Provincetown 

FRIENDS/SPONSORS 
Asheton House 

Breakwater Motel 
Bryant's Market 

Days Cottages & Market 
Down Cape Realty 

Frank A. Days & Sons, Inc. 
George's Pizza 

John's Foot Long & Turner's Candies 
Kennedy Studios, Inc. 

L&AMarket 
David B. Lachapelle 

Moonlight Marine Services 
Obsessions 

Penney Patch 
Pilgrim Var~ety 

Port-of-Call Provmcetown 
Portuguese B_akery . 

Provincetown Busmess Gmld 
Provincetown Reservations System 

Provincetown Seafood Market 
Pucci's Harborside Restaurant 

SeaviewRestaurant 
ShankPainter Printing 
Sal'sPlace Restaurant 

Silva'sSeafoodConnection 
The Little Store 

Windsurfing Unlimited, Inc. 
Yardarm Liquors, Inc. 

PATRONS 
Cape Tip Sports 

Carreiro's Tips For Tops'n Restaurant 
Pena Branca Restaurant, Inc. 

Pier Cargo Company 
Seaside Apartments 

Seamen'sSavings Bank 
James J. Roderick, Inc. 

Joseph G. Taves, CPA, PC 



J.H.Lea& SDNS,INC. 
WHOLESALE DEALER IN 

BERT LEA, JR. 
RES. (919) 270-4397 

P.O. BOX 38 
HAMPSTEAD, N.C. 28443 

(919) 270-4411 

Carlos
SEAFOODS 
46 MIDDLE ST. 

FAIRHAVEN, MA 02719 
(617) 997-8971 

BEANTOWN TOP-TOWN 

Whale Watch
Sa1l to the w'>a·es aboar~ Bo~ton·s largest 

mo~t comfOftaDie WhaleWatchsh10 En•oy !r.e 
spectacle lrom 
spaciclJS o(lEn iWJ 
Watches sail Sa:urdays a•ld Sundoys (plus 
Wednesdays June·Ac•]llit) from l0<19 

Com:nonweal:h Pter at9 AM . 
Fare is S\8 adults. seniors and childre1 
More Great Cruises- Bay 
host ol exci:ing ?.II su,mmer 10<1<) lrom 
the RED Ticke: Olflce on Long Wr.art 
ium MBTA) ii\CI<~d•ng Boston Inner 
USS CONSTITUTION, Outer Harbor!Georges 
Island, Island, Nar.ta!ke: 
Beach. Lunch ar.d 
Sunset CrutSP.S pies 
a lull schedule of 
Entertainment Crwsts ----

Governor
Bradford

RESTAURANT 
312 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Massachusetts 0 26 57 

487 - 2781 



PROVINCETOWN'S MOST 
UNUSUAL RESTAURANT 

7 FREEMAN ST. 
Phone 487-1145 

The best in 
LOCAL 

SEAFOOD 

Dinner from 5:30 
Bar open 'til 1 am 

(508) 487-0219 

Marcey Oil Company 
HEATING FUELS - DIESEL FUEL 

BURNER SERVICE - INSTALLATIONS 

JON E. SALVADOR 
Owner 

37 FRANKLIN ST. 
Provincetown, MA 

Cape 

Seaport Unloaders, Inc. 
Fulton Fish Market 

New York, NY 1 

Jerry & Gail Giammarino 

Cod ~ea c£>pecialisls, 
1 South Street 

Fulton Fish Market 
New York, NY 1 

Inc_ 

Kevin Ferreira AlvyMalagoni
212-732-7730 

161 Commercial Street 
Box 393 
Provincetown, MA 

Telephone: 
487-1669 

Fireside Insurance Agency Inc. 
Insurance Brokers 

Shank Painter Common 
Shank Painter Road 

Provincetown, Mass. 

Our Insurance Is Your Assurance 
Tel. 508-487-9044 



Treasures from the Pirate Ship 'Whydah' 

More than years after a fateful storm took them to the 
ocean's floor and after eight years of excavation and conservation, 
treasures and artifacts from the pirate ship 'Whydah' are on 
display for the first time in a special exhibition at the Pilgrim
Monument & Provincetown Museum, which, even before this 
exhibition, was Cape Cod's most-visited attraction. 

The 'Whydah' an eighteenth-century merchant ship built 
by the Royal African Company to transport slaves to the New 
World, was commandeered in 1717 by the Pirate"Black Sam" 
Bellamy. It capsized and sank in a storm off the coast of Wellfleet 
onApri126, 1717. Dating from the gold age of piracy, the 'Whydah' 
is the only pirate wreck ever discovered. According to the re-
corded testimony of the eight pirates who survived the wreck, 
Captain Bellamy attacked and raided merchant vessels through-
out the Caribbean and, at the time of the sinking, the 'Whydah' 
carried plunder of more than fifty other ships. The discovery of the 
'Whydah' in 1982 by salvage expert Barry Clifford was one of the 
most important archeological finds of the century. 

The exhibition combines a representative sampling of 
artifacts recovered from the 'Whydah' such as weaponry, jewelry, 
gold doubloons, "pieces of eight"' and personal effects of the 
pirates, as well as a working conservation laboratory. Here, 
conservators, surrounded by treatment tanks containing addi-
tional artifacts, work on reducing concretions (heavily encrusted 
masses of sand, stone, and objects) in full view of the public. 

The wreck was irrefutably identified as the 'Whydah' in 
October 1985 when Barry Clifford recovered the ship's bronze 
bell, which is inscribed "The Whydah Gally 1716." The bell is one 
of the centerpieces of the exhibit. 

Provincetownartist F. Ronald Fowler was commissioned 
to do a hypothetical portrait of Captain Bellamy for the exhibition, 
using as props actual pieces of clothing, a pirate's pistol, silver 
buttons, and other objects that have been recovered and which are 
on display next to the portrait. 

The foremost historical marine painter in the world today, 
John Batchelor, was likewise commissioned to do a portrait of the 
ship, which has been expanded to mural size. Other paintings and 
drawings explain the sinking and salvage operation. 

Each visitor to the exhibition is provided with a Soundalive 
recorded tour, which explains the various exhibits, and the visitor 
may also stop anywhere along the tour to examine an object or to 
ask questions of the conservators on duty. More than 
visitors have already viewed the exhibition since its opening on 
April 26th, the 274th anniversary of the sinking of the'Whydah.' 



StormyHarbor Restaurant 
277 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, MA 

Authentic Portuguese & ItalianCuisine 7 am - pm 
Reasonably Priced Breakfast- Lunch - Dinner 

G.N.Y. FISH & FILLET CO. 
97 South Street 

Fulton Fish Market 
New York, NY 10038 

Frank & Claudette Caccuchiolo 

BLUE RIBBON FISH CO. 
1 - 2 - 3 Fulton Fish Market 

New York, 

Daily Returns 
Consignments Solicited 

B. G. Lobster& SHRIMP CORP. 
95 South Street 

Fulton Fish Market 
New York, NY10038 

Michael G. PEREL 

Cabot'sCandy
276 Commercial Street 

Provincetown, Mass. 7 
(617) 

Giovanni Cicero 

487-3428-9 Ray DUARTE 

OceanicSeafoodCorpora/ion 
"Wholesale Commission Merchants" 

P.O. Box 312, MacMillan Pier, Provincetown. MA 

JohnE. Medeiros
CERTIFIED PUBLIC Accountant

Accounting & Tax Services .. 
Management Advisory Services 
Tax Planning . 

Box Province Rd. 487 1 
Provincetown, MA 

Seasport.\SSOCL'\TES I~C. 

John D. White 

Kevin J. Ferreira 

18 SHANKPAINTER RD UNIT 12 
P 0 BOX 

PROVINCETOWN MA 

f 

i>'HCL!'SALE Fish Dealers



(508) 

&zpe &a Oil&mpaHfl 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

COMPLETE HE.ATING 
INSTALLATIONS 

PRESCRIPTIONS A SPECIALTY 

254 Commercial St. 
Provincetown, Mass. 

PHONE 487 
BUSINESS FOR YOUR HEALTH 

Shipway Road 
PROVINCETOWN , MA 02657 

HunanBAY 
Authen tic Chinese Restaurant 

Seafood Specialties 

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE 

Commercia l Street 
Provi ncetmvn, Mass. 02657 

Tel: 

c. 
2U-962-1139 

SOFT 

DAJL Y RETURNS CONSIGNMENT SOLICITED 

P.O. Bo• 

FishShrimpScallopsSnappers& GAME IN SEASON 
21 SEA FOOD MARKET 

FOOD DISTRIBUTION CENTER 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19148 

FAX 755-5296 Phone: (21 5) 

Charles Forastrom, Bob Lee, Owners 

QUALITY CONTROLLID 'ILLOI 
1 6 H A 5 S E Y ST. 

FAX 

Charles, Eric & Curtis Nunes 

Now BedfordMan. 42 

CasPACK 
CORPORATION 

the best quality. 
shipping containers 

for seafood 



NorstarFOODS INC. 

49 Hassey Street 
New Bedford, MA 
Tel : (508) 999-6274, 999-6289 
fAX (508) 992-2495 
CHANNEL71VHF 

WHOLESALE seafood
FRESH - FROZEN 

ArmandoESTUDANTE 
GeorgeESTUDANTE 
MANUEL Silva

True Value
LandsEND MARINE SUPPLY, INC. 

337 Commercial Street 
Provincetown, MA 487-0784 

Cc B8f,Cape Cod Bank and Trust Company 
The Banking and Investment Center 

of Cape Cod 

John K. Roderick 
Vice President/Manager 

Shank Painter Road Provincetown, MA 

The Lobster Pot 
321 Conunercial St, Provincetown 

. 's Award Winning Clam Chowder; 
h 1 elegance Fresh Local Seafood prepared Wlt e 

of the Pot" - Light Fare and Refreshing Cocktails 

Fish Market- Raw Bar - Bakery - Restaurant 
Open Daily Year Round 487-0842 

A VeiY SpecUJ.l Res/luu'anton the Wall!rfront 

)Rovincetown 
!Marine). 

16 MacMillan Wharf 
Provincetown , MA 487-9256 

Restaurant, Inc._ 
OldColony Tap, Inc. 

J & E Fruit & Produce Inc. 

Lenny & Bobby Enos 

i f>ROCI:SSJN(; 

F'A~IILY FisheriesLTD 
Wholesale Seafood Division Freezing Division 

Processing Division 

Bedford MA \ 
' ' 

A Distinctive Resort Motel 
P.O. BOX 44 

NORTH TRURO , MASS. 

Tel. 997-2805 
FAX 992-4657 

Nancy &AI Silva 



Seaboardexpress. 
Best Wishes 

Conway Street 
New Bedford, MA 

Ocean obsessionLTD. 
' l WHOLESAL.E SEAFOOD 

OFFICE 
HOME 
Auction

FAX 
VHF79 

(508) 997-0720 
(508) 993-6096 
(508) 
(508) 990-21 17 

558 2082.5 

BV(). B~~~~~~ 
Insurance Agem.y, Inc. 
Serv1ng all your msurance needs 

32 Howland Street 
Box 559 
Provincetown, MA 02657 

JAMES LOPES 
ERIK ORMAN 

P.O. BOX 127. FairhavenMA02719 

Main Street 
Box 717 

Wellfleet, MA 02667 
349-6311 

The 199llllessing of the Fleet Committee wishes to sincerely thank 
every person who in any way helped with the organization of this year's events. 

If not for community involvement, financially and otherwise, this part 
of Provincetown's tradition would cease its existance. May the fishermen's 
blessings be reflected onto all whom have participated. 

44th BlessingCommittee 
Kevin J. Ferreirra, Chairman 
Austin L. Rose, Jr. Co-Chairman 



1991 Blessingof the FLEET 
Schedule of Events 

Thursday, June 27, 1991 Decorating of Lopes Square and MacMillan Pier 

Friday, June 28, 1991 
7-

7 -lam 

Saturday, June 29, 1991 
9 am- noon 

noon- 6pm 

8- 9pm 

9pm -lam 

Sunday, June 1991 
llam 

2pm 
3- Spm 

Lower Cape Concert Band performance at the 
Bas Relief behind Town Hall 
44th Annual Fisherman's Banquet at the 
Provincetown Inn Tiffany Room. Fishermen, 
wives and guests. Dedication of the 1991 Blessing 
Entertainment by Second Generation Band with 
SingerDavid Guevia. 

Children's games and puppet show at Motta's 
Field. Barbeque, prizes, etc. 
Tent Festival, clam boil at Motta's Field. Clams 
served 1pm on. donation. Arts & Crafts 
Fair sponsored by Provincetown Art Association. 
Portuguese/American entertainment by Second 
Generation, Forty Thieves and the United 
Fishermen's Club of New Bedford. Programs, 
raffle tickets, T-shirts on sale. Raffle prizes: 
First Savings Bond, Second 2 
Savings Bonds, Third 3 Savings Bonds. 
PortugusesFolklore Dancing & Singing by the 
United Fishermen's Club of New Bedford. 
Old Home Week Dance, in the Provincetown, Inn 
MayflowerRoom. Top and contemporary 
music by the Meadow Larks, a 16 piece big band. 
Also featuring music from Glenn Miller, Tommy 
Dorsey and Count Basic. A per adult 
donation will be asked at the door to help defray 
transportation and food costs. Open to the public. 

44th Annual Mass of Thanksgiving at St. Peter the 
Apostle R. C. Church celebrated by Most 
Reverend Daniel A Cronin, Bishop of Fall River, 
Rev. Bento Fraga, pastor and other clergymen. 
Paradefrom St. Peterto MacMillan Wharf 
44th Annual Blessing of the Fleet of Provincetown
Concert at the Bas Relief by the Meadow Larks 
Dixieland Band and the St. Andrews Ladies Pipe 
Band and Dancers. 
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