PRESS RELEASE  5/25/75

I+t has come to our attention that many coneermed citizems
in the Town are seeking direction from the Board of Selectmen
relotive o a elarification of our position eonserning the ate
tempts being made by a certain small segment of the commmity _

%o initiate the recall process., It has further some to our at-
tention that many citizens are concermed with ocur lack of comment
and rvebuttal to eertain statements which the members of the SCRAM
commities organization alleged to be the issues formulating the
basis for a recall elsstion. We have teaken the position of nom-
comment upon the speeific advise of Counsel because the alleged
issues as framed by the SCRAM Committee members to date have been
nothing more than rumors and innuendos divected towards the moral
character, honesty, integrity, and professional ecompetence of the
Town Momeger. We will not dignify these tacties and visious pere
sonal attacks by publiely responding to the same. We further
state that wntil such time that the accusations direscted towards
the Town Manager arc voiced in an open manuer we will consider them
nothing more than the irvesponsible acts and statements of indie
viduals who lack the ecourage to publiecly weiece their opiniomns,

We further state that until such time that the public ascusations
involving the Town Mamager have been brought to cur attention,

we ardently support him in his professiomnal capasity amd the
competence and gquality that he brings to the position., We would
like to point out to the citizens that wvhen those people sesking
to resall the Board of Selectmen chose to publicly voiece their
position on an issue, for example, the present state of the Doaxrd
of Fire Engineers, we have responded with documented evidence
refuting the allegations as was most reecently done at a work
seasion at which we eonsidered & statement of sonditions and
report on the department made by our present chief and Board of
Engineers, ,

We again, re-cmphasize our position that if those individusls
seeking to remove this Boaxrd from office will ecomply with the
Town Charter and specify the grounds and charges for whieh we are
to be recalled, then we will at that time imstitute the reecall pro-
cedure and campaign on the issues as speeified.
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S.CoRoA.M, poses e serious threat to the Town of Province-
towmn., It has introduced the diwty politics of Joseph lMeCarthy
and Richard Nizon into a town that has always deplored sugh
tactics. S.CoR.A.M.'s leaders are exploiting the present aitu;-»
ation for their own cconomie and politieal advantage, and it
is time that people a.m mede aware of it., Certain of the
leaders are aeeking—-thmugh e campaign of rumor, inmiendo,
hearsay and lies--te gain the peliticel power that they eould
not win on the issues in an hondst elestion last Spring. Others
are seeking a return to the days when a ‘vlephone ¢all to Town
Hall resulted in a variance granted, an easement released, or
a tax abatement issued, It seems that these individuals want
the Board of Selectmen to eave in vhenever they want a favor.

Let's look at soms of these "Serious CitizensW:

MARION TAVES: Ex-eha.i.xma.n of the Selestmen, who quit without
notice, leaving behind him a mountain of unfinished and
negiected business for which he was responsible, as chair;-
man, Jt was Roeky Taves who impounded the letters which
appeared in the S,0.R.A.M, 88 in last week's ADVOCATE, under
the false and malicious headline, *LETTERS TO THE BOARD OF
SELECTMEN AND TOWN MAWAGER SUPPRESSED BY THE PROVINCETOWN
BOARD OF SELECTMEN,®

HENRIQUE: He couldn't make it on his own a3 a candidate
for Seleetman in the last eleetion, and is trying again on the
coattails of those who would destroy ocur Town, Az a member
of the Finance Committee, he displayed such a lack of undere

standing of the budgestary process at the Spring Town Meeting,
that he should biush when eriticizing other towm officials.
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NICHOLAS WELLS: 4 local land developer, who has complained
loudly and often beeause the Town has not immediately acseded

to his demand for compensation for vhat he elaims to be en-
eroachment by the Town on property he elaims to ewn.
ROBERT MARTING He is upset that the Selsctmen refused %o
become involved in a2 property dispute he is having with his
in=laws,

RUSSELL PERRY:s Former fire chief and engineer. He was & not
reappointed beeause, among other reasoms, he eomplained con:-

stantly that the Chief's job interfered with his business and
private 1ife, However, the main reason for not reappointing

this man was his method of operating the Fire Department.

sanctity of their "private elub® (into which the Board of

Engineers had degenerated) had been disturbed.
JOHN RELL: A former selectman, who sought re;eloction and
wag defeated. His temure &3 temporary Town Manager several
years ago illustrated, im our opinic, the true nsaning of
nismonagement,
JOHN _SHOWs S.CoRcdole’s spokesman., His judgment in matterxs of
management led him to aceept the loeal ehairmanship of "Damocrats
for Nixon" in the last Presidential elestion. £4nd "Gh@m\mw
serious questions as to whether he is violating the condust of
publie employees conflict of interest statute and abusing his
position as Town Moderator, by asting as attornsy against the
Tova Government.

These are our accusers, ILExamine their accusations.

We are politicians because we were elested through the
politieal process., We are not ashamed to call ourselves



politicians., It is our opinion that S,C.R.A.M.'s lies and
dirty tacties have besmirched Provincstown's proud demoeratiec
tradition, Ve feel obliged to respond frankly and define

the real politieal issues as we see them,

Ve have the assurance of our able Town Counsel that the
Courts will help clarify the situvation. But, as persoas vho
hold Provincetown's highest politieal offises, we must be
hounest; we must eonsider the political situation faecing us,
Some 700 voters signed & petition seeking our reeall, If
and vhen an election is called, whether it results from this
petition or from a subseguent petition, we will fight our
opponents on the merits of the churpes. We stand by our
decisions. They have been made im the best interests of the
citizens of the Town. We are confident the voters will
recognize the real issues, see the falsity of the accusations,
and not be "Snowed" under by S.C.R.dH,

Provincetown Board of Selectmen
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Judge Francis Quirico of the Massa-
chusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled
yesterday the SCRAM case for a recall
election against four Provincetown select-
men belongs in Barnstable Superior Court.

SCRAM, an organization formed this
summer to oust the selectmen, has been
stymied by legal efforts to prevent a recall
election.

The , organization, following the town
charter, drew a petition signed by more
than 700 voters, directing the selectmen to
call the election.

SCRAM wants to remove Mrs. Bernese
Shears, Warren Alexander, Bill White and
Charlie Mayo. The fifth selectman is Dickie
Henrique, a SCRAM organizer, elected
last year to fill a vacancy left by Rocky
Taves, also a SCRAM organizer.

Attorneys for the selectmen contend that
the reasons given in the petition for the
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recall election are not sufficiently specific.
Through postponements and other delays,
they have so far prevented the case from
being heard.

Elmer Johnson, representing SCRAM,
argued yesterday that the selectmen need
no more time for fact-finding to prepare
their case. The petition is proper, he said,
and there is no question of the authenticity
of the signatures on the petition.

Harvey Rowe, representing the
selectmen, told the judge he needs more
time to continue taking depositions from
each of the 26 founders of SCRAM. So far
the selectmen’s lawyers have taken such
statements from only 11 of them.

Rowe said he wanted the judge to order
a stay of the proceedings, pending an
appeal of a successful SCRAM move that
got the case to the supreme court.

Town Counsel Edward Veara said the
judge ‘‘did us one better.’’



