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-Rep& and moving school-houses, 
Abatement Taxes. - 



'POOR DEPARTMENT 





8 

y’s premises and the Parallel Road at the bound stone 
e p r e m i s e s  Paron C. Young. 

Total cost of working as sold, 
Committee bill for services added, 

Total amount of cost, 

and Parallel Road, and methhodist Alley, have been completed 

$2,298.20. -Section Six, sold at 
d not accepted or paid for. 

three thousand dollars be appropriated the 
ed to said balance, for the purpose of 
grading and hardening of said Parallel 
son. 

AND SIDEWALKS. 

- 168 78 - 106 45 
________ 

$2,794 34 

- A. S. Mayo, labor, - 

_______ 

Paid orders of the Engineers, 
Hook AND' LADDER HousE. -At the last annual Town 

Meeting it was voted that the subject matter of Article 18 be 
left with the Selectmen, viz.: To extend the Hook and Ladder 

ided the land can be 
t, that they be authorized to 

of $2,000 was made. 
In conformity with these instru 

application for the purchase of the 
Ladder House, but the owners decl 

latter, it was decided not advisable to take further action 



Paid Enoch Nickerson, 
M. L. Adams, - Orders of  the Engineers, - - 1,276 02 

1,626 02 

NIGHT WATCH. 
A night watch 

past year, from 
sting of six persons was on duty the 
t to June 1st, and from Sept. 1st to Jan 

1,1871, at an expense of $1.370. 
To continue this watch, (as ordered) to the annual meeting, 

will require, a further sum of $270.00, making the total cost of 

W e  earnestly recommend the continuance of a night watch, 
d an appropriation of $1,600 for this purp 

ight watch $1,640. 

_______ 

ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 

- - - 27 90 
Road Surveyors salary, - - - 30 00 
Beach grass committee salary, - - 15 
Town Treasurer - 
Town Clerk, - - 89 78 
Auctioneer and Crier, - - - 16 20 
Witness fees and Com. exp. in Ghen case, - 132 60 

S e l e c t m e n  Assessors and Overseers of Poor, 1,204 
- - 200 - 

- - 
________ 
$4,289 17 

STATE 
Paid Soldiers and sailors, - - - 

______ 

TE AND CO 
Paid State tax - - - 

County tax, - - - 



OURTH JULY. 
- - $ 2 1 6  74 

- - 6 4  00 

- 140 00 - 
_______ 

$451 60 

Expenses of the Fish committee, - - $107 52 
Reception of the Plymouth Firemen. - 330 87 
Union Brass Band - - - - 300 00 

PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST 
Paid principal and interest town debt, - - - $6,877 26 

t' 
\ 

SURER’S ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR END- 
ING DECEMBER 31,1870. 

Selectmen have examined the account of the town Treas- 
and find 'that there has been received in the Treasury as 

$7,875.00 Individuals and Banks, (borrowed money,) 
for Corporat!on tax, - - - 1,131 45 
Aid for Soldiers and Sailors, - - 800 00 
of Truro on acct. of Bridge 1869, - 65 61 

“ “ “ “ 1870, - 243 35 
A. L. Putnam, school books, - - - - - 19 77 

Rent of keys to cupola - - - 
D. H. Barnes, old iron - - 
Distribution of Do fund, county, - 

59,390 14 

- 7,169 06 _________ Cash in Treasury J an. 31,1870, - 

uth Firemen, - - 

_____________ 

LIABILITIES OF THE TO ON. 
- - 



in Treasury Jan. 10. 1871, - 

Present indebtedness of the town, - 10,752 19 
DDISON Nicker- 

NS, John Smith 

, Zepheniah Rich Gideon 

-James Emery JONATHAN COOK, 



REPORT OF THE ENGINEERS 

IR DEPARTMENT 
OF TEE 

- - 

- - 

The reservoirs built the pet year, give us .a very much need- 
ed supply of water, and places the department on a more effi- 
cient footing than heretofore. 

the length of ladders very much needed on many of our build- * .  ings. 

a new engine, and 
in the place of this it may be of the same size cylinder as 

EXPENDITURES FOR 1870. 



VOIRS. 

losing we would modestly say that the present pay of the 
rs is, Chief, $10 ; Clerk, $8 ; other assistants $5 each. 

SC H O OL C O  MM I TTEE 

FOR THE-YEAR ENDING 

Dec. 31, 1870 

YARMOUTH PORT 
REGISTER JOB PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT 



REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

_______ 

accordance with a vote of the tow 
ng, the School Committee appointed 

the last annual 
Superintendent of 

Schools 
committee therefore present and recommend for the 

consideration of the citizens of Provincetown, the faith- 
ort of the Superintendent. 

al interests of the town are steadily progressing, and 
It is believed that under the present management, the 

ity with this belief the committee would earnestly re- 
d’ a continuance of the same. ’ 
this end we ask authority of the town to appoint a Su- 

iation of an equal amount of money as last year. 
endent of Public Schools for the ensuing year, and for 

LUTHER NICKERSON, Committee 
School 

J. B. BAXTER, 
H.’ SHORTLE, 
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THE SUPERINTENDENT. 
________ 

Luther Nickerson and Hen y Shortle, School 
mittee of the town of Provincetown. 

compliance with my instructions at 
f the school year, I present my report of 
ncetown for the past two terms and so much of 
term as has transpired, closing the report 

commencement 

ses of making a book ; b 
present condition of the 

n years of age was 66.  Of the 

to the schools during the Fall term was 718, and the 

ndance was 599. Of the whole number, 55 
r, 140 of the Int 

; and at the Primary schools 297. 
h the schools, over fifteen years of age, was 

this number 38 were of the High School, 2 of the 
4 of the Center, and 4 of the Western Grammar 

ected with the schools 
is 817. 
248 of the Grammar, 196 of the Intermedi- 

e whole number over 
r 40 are members of 

The num- 

Of this number ‘55 are members of, 

weeks. The school year com- 
eacher except the principal of 
. Kennedy did not wish to re- 

Mr. Charles H. Dunbar was appointed to the vacan- 
the middle of the Spring term,’ Miss Ballard asked 
n for the remainder of- the term, which was grant- 

as placed in charge of the 

five years, and Henry F. 
vacancy. A t  the close of 

such as would promote the interests of the school, 
Horace A. Freeman was appointed Principal of the Wesst- 



Hattie F. Weeks was ap- 

hools ; this promotion has cro 

that there are seats in the 

at the commencement of the Fall term. 
Finding it impossible, as I have said, to carry out my' de- 

sire, eleven scholars from the Western Primary and nine from 
the Western Primary No. 2. and fourteen from the Center Pri- 

mencement of the Spring term; and at the same time nine; teachers. 
scholars from tho Western, and seventeen from the Center In- 

' 

mary. schools, were promoted to the Intermediates, at the com- remaining where they 

to the Intermediate, and thirteen 
Grammar schools. 



five permits were granted 
st of these cases the parent 

?he children were 
ought to be in school ; or, 
the parent thought some, 

so dags were spent,‘ 
became discouraged 

y e t  we find it to be one of the most prominent 
cussion at almost every teacher’s meeting that has 

ould parents only be made sensi- 
do their children by taking them 

y age, to labor or what is Far worse, 
of school for no purpose at all but 
be doubted that they would use 
attend punctually and constantly, 

had secured, at least, a thorough grammar school 
This might be done at the age of twelve years, as 
t e d  But what arc the facts ? I t  is a fact howev- 

g it may be, that there are scholars in our Grammar 
ay, that do not rend or write as well as they did five 
, when they were members of the Intermediate 

out of school to 
, they have been permitted “to close school” when 

Wars  have left to engage in some necessary employ- 
m the streets with nothing to do, nothing to occupy 

They are found lounging 
school-room doors, waiting for the scholars to come 

o join with them in their play and 
s, they stroll off down on the 
end their time in throwing chips 

or committing nuisances to the great annoyance of 
form the dunces’ class in our 

from mere neglect and nothing 
of things shall continue, is for 
answer for them. 

change of text books made thus far is the Arith- 
g Quackenboss for Walton’s, which change has 

A smaller and more concise 
ted States, has been substituted for Quack- 

book is required to get a new 
e who need new books that are required to 

as necessary the poo 

of the Eastern and ern schools with very 
granted to absentees, a 

berry-pickers, There 
s where the parents 

their children are able to af- 
aid in the support of the family ; but in several cases, 

have been made, the amount, 
hat’ it would scarcely meet 
ary destruction of c lothing 

while engaged in‘ picking, One was out of school a week, a n d  
earned seventy cents ; another three days, and earned fifty. 
cents; and another three days, and earned only twenty-five 
cents. I t  would seem that no reasonable parent, who had the 

children from school for so small pecuniary reward. 
ry done the children, the mortification they suffer, caused by 
losing their position in their classes, is of ten-fold greater bin- 
drance and loss than the benefits derived from the mopey barn- 
ed, even if there was no extra outlay to gain it. 

The question, How shall we secure a better attendance at 
school, remains unanswered. I t  is said by some that parents 
should be compelled by law to send their children constantly to 
school until they are twelve years of age. It certainly has a 

s but to  “kill time.” 

The inju- 

ts. 



versal complaint ,from teachers, that 
use are out of date, and very imper- 

respecting localities that are not 
they been ‘placed on the  map 
is desirable that we have the 

not an easy matter to de- 
constantly receiving circulars 

et produced., I t  is very evident 
cannot be best ; there must be a good and a better 

rs are not willing to admit 
e even good, but claim that 
w of this matter is that i t  does 

not make any material difference what text book is used, pro- 

furnished with proper apparatus to aid him in imparting in-  
structin.  All the essentials of Geography may be taught very 
successfully from a globe and a map of the two Hemispheres. 
But, say our teachers we have not even these. The assertion 
is  true, and my wish has been to keep the expenses of the cur- 

from the State school fund, may  be appropriated for supplying 
these deficiencies in our school-rooms. Although I admit t 
the text book now in use is not the most modern and perhaps 

the best, yet SO far as I am acquainted with others, I am 
so well satisfied of the superior excellence of any other, as 

recommend a change at this time, but would suggest it as a 

At the last session of the Legislature, a statute law was 

hers recommending their favorite author and claim- 

vided the teacher understands the subject and the school-room is ’ 

let me say, that an effort has been made to have 
taught in the schools the present term; how it will 

rent year within the town appropriation so th 

school whose special duty should be to teach 
the modern languages Such a teacher 

wants than our High school, the district 

proper subject for your careful consideration. 

l enacted making drawing one of the required 
lic schools. After Bartholomew’s series of d 

u for the use of the schools, I made s 
cerning what they were doing in relation to 

n the. question of education either public 
t. theme is the classification of the scholars 

High school. I n  this school much time is lost drawing into the schools in other places I learned that in 
nate as to have more or less 
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ve years experience of Mr. A. C. Burt while oc- 
ition of principal of the school. There are too 

nges of study and in the selection, the scholars do 
have any regard to the relation the selected study 
already pursued and on account of these changes 

ch of’ study is continued for sufficient length of time 
ough an understanding of the subject as will 

make it either useful for practical purposes, or mental discipline. 
efect, I would suggest that the school be &- 
glish and Classical departments, and at the 

commencement of the second year in the school, every scholar 
If the Classical, 

e college course of study for ‘the remaining 
e English then let him pursue the English 
r a like term of time making the study of 
either department. If we should adopt this 

is no doubt we should cease to hear it said there 
is nothing gained by attending the High school, but that for 
any through preparation for business’ or admission to our col- 
leges we are obliged to resort to other institutions of lear 
The admission to the Classical department ought not to be e 
fined to the lads of the school, but the young Misses should 
joy the privilege equally with the lads and should pursue t 
same course of study. It’s a fact, however strange it ma 
pear that the young ladies of this school are more amb 
more perservering and do attain to a higher grade of scholar- 
ship than the young men. They leave the school better pre- 
pared to engage in the active duties of life and to dischar 
them with understanding and ability Whatever may be s 
of “Womans Rights” it is evident that woman will occupy 
very different position in society in the future, from th 
occupies at the present time. Let us then encourage all young 
ladies so far as our influence will effect their future prospect to 
prepare themselves to perform the duties of the day, whatever 
they may be, with becoming dignity and self respect. 

n of the scholars for better im- 
ity, is not confined to the High 

gh all the grades, lrom the Primay 
be accomplished is not an easy mat- 

out school-houses or any school 
1y an easy task We already 
n long and well established 

to attempt any changes by 
ies interested are well eon- 

ility of‘ the contemplated 

egin with the higher and grade down, or the 
up, there are two classes of scholars that at- 

ortion of the year that must not be for- 
and the little children. By strict con- 
aws of the State, we might dispose of 

ess special provision were made for them. 
tirely ignore their claims to 

viding educational privi- 
ding for this class of d& 

ool be established for all 
all the young men of the 

s over fifteen years of. age 
year, those boys will remain in 

they are members The statute 
ent of such schools and the ap- 

made for that class of scholars, there 
ndred in the Grammar department well 

e five hundred in the Interme- 
ments ; three-fifths of which number 
ary department. I f  this number of 

equally distributed through the town, 

shall elect which department he will enter. 

weeks at least, during the winter sea- 

r their support by the town. 



now graded and di- 
or Primary scholars in the Center and 

of the town. There are several ways in which 
be obtained, each involving material changes in 

result has been benefic 

s to which I now ask y 
ms. This would call for an additional ex- 

ammar schools iss Ella F. B u s h  teacher 

to conduct the school, her efforts 

still greater saving in expense, but the additional room would 

Miss Henrietta Whi 

is not where it is neded. I am in hobes that 

interested will consider the suggestions made 

al complaint by those living near the 
g annoyed by the children coming 



number of scholars, Spring term 58, average num- 
term 56, average 45 ; Winter 53. Number of vis- 

Primary-Alice D. Keefe teacher. Miss Keefe has rmediate-Carrie 0. Atkins, teacher 
school one year, having had one term experience 

here. I t  is but justice to say that she has suc- 
ably well ; kindness and energy are EO admirably 

of the children that she has maintained 
er without severity in a room crowded with little chil- 

to be almost a part of herself 

ts former good character, it is in the exercise of 
ch depends upon the aptness of scholars to 
of the teacher, that it may be unjust to criti 

. Reading and Spelling are well taught. 
/ Whole number of scholars Spring term 67, 

Nu Fall term 80, average 72 ; Winter term 69. 
ors at public review, 4. 

Western’ Primary-Rebecca D. Sparks teacher. This 
school during the first term was under the care of Miss Lizzie 
N. Paine, who has been long and favorably known in connec- 
tion with it as teacher. Her exceedingly happy faculty of pre- 
serving good attention and inspiring her pupil with love and 
respect insured cheerful obedience. She taught Reading nat- 
urally and correctly, which is the highest praise that can be 
given a teacher of little children Miss Sparks’ had earned a 

name before entering this school, and she has lost nothing 
er skill in management and correctness of teaching 

Whole number of scholars Spring term 73, average 65 ; 
Number of 

her stand in all the essentials of a good school: ; 

The 
school under her care continues in the way of we41 doing. 

Fall term 80, average 71 ; Winter 78, over 15,4. 
ms of recitation. visitors at review, 12. entered the school with a reputation gained 

Western Primary No. 2-Carrie F. Nickerson. Nothing 
that I can say of this school will add to or detract from its 
merits. A thorough teacheer and disciplinarian always makes 
his mark too plainly to be affected by words. Fertile in resources 
the minds of the children are awakened and stimulated to 
healthy action, b 
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s the skill and ability of the teacher to the 
l goes well Were I requested to point 

teaching, I should say, she has too much 
c scholars, EO great at times as to get the better 

mature judgement. ction, putting aside text 
number of scholars Spring term 56, average num- 

Number 

mmenced his labors as Princ 
uate of the State Normal Sch 

the school the most approved met 
te. Teaching by topics is a favor 

principles. It takes a long 
term 56, average 46 ; Winter term 78. iliar with the system but when once learned 

it makes the most certain and sure scholars, and 
practical education. The order and discipline 
been good, and there, has been as little dis- 

ell and thoroughly taught by Miss Nickerson. 
Principals effects no material change here. The .&- 

om am discharged with lability and success. 
of scholars Spring q term 56, average 44, 

3: Fall term 51, average 40.4, over 15 years 4 ; 76 over fifteen years 23. Number of visitors at 

Intermediate-Miss Abbie N. Hamlin teacher. Western 
Miss Hamlin has been in charge of this school some more than 
a year, and has acquired the most perfect control of the pu- 
p i l s .  Being enthusiastic in her methods of dealing with the 
children, they soon became equally so. Reading Arithmetic 
and Geography are each well taught, but the speciality is Read- 
ing. There has been much work done and well done. All 
things considered there is not a harder working, happier class 
of scholars in town than will be found in this school-room or 
who merit greater commendation for  their- uniform good be- 
havior 

Whole-nunibel: of scholars, Spring term 52, average 44 ; 
Fall term 50, average 43 ; Winter term 74; over 15, 1. Num- 
ber of visitor at review 14. 

teachers as is common. The several 

Grammar School - C. H. Dunbar, teacher assist- 
Sparks ‘and Hattie F, Weeks. 

has been much larger than either of 
ools for the past year has been under 

r two terms. A t  the commencem he introdu he introduc- dis 
ic exercises, which have had a very good 

ng-good order in the school. The several 
to the Grammar schools h a v e  been well 

Arithmetic schould stand first ; others are ac- ‘ 

according to the text book, and at the same 
An improvement has been made in the meth- 

Read- 
ell conducted, but are rather mechanical 
order has been uniformily good and the 
If I were to select one point in which im- 

Mr. Dunbar a very energetic and Western Grammar S c h o o l  -  II. C. Freeman, teacher, as- 
sisted ‘by ’Miss M. Justina Nickerson. 

Mr. C. M. Clay was Principal of this school during the 
Spring term It was always under good discipline, and the 
recitations were systematic and critical. There was a good de- 
gree of industry manifested in the several exercises, and con- 
siderable enthusiasm on the part o f  a few. The school as a 
whole presented the appearance of a military organization, 
where all are subject to the will of a commander, and not an 
institution in which skill and readiness were fit. objects for com- 
petition. The process of development was slow, but in time 

ography, which is worthy of notice. 

s. 
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e or a change would suggest itself, it is the 
ome of the classes are too large. Smaller class- 

time to a class would bring scholars more equal in 
ip and mental capacity together, and all would be 
fited by such classification. 
Sparks as assistant during the Spring term, wa earn- 

her work, and the classes in her room always recited 
not perfect, for perfection is not to be found in the school 
more than elsewhere. 

The school has been small but t 
lost nothing from this paucity of nu 

Miss Weeks is much more at home,, as an assistant in the former. principal Mr. A. 0. Burt retained his position 
Summer vacation and the school kept on its usual 
8 course. I think it never appeared to better advan 

Grammar school, than in the Primary and the good opinion 
formed of her ability to teach has been 
She is not only scholarly in the treatment 
but secures the attention of her pupil 
text books and presents the subect t t in attractive 

j 
form 

whole number of scholars Spring term 108, average 70, 
Over 15, 13 ; Fall term 81, average 61 4-10, over 15, 4 ; 
Winter term 105, Over 15, 18. Number of visitors a t  review 
88. 

ed by Miss Lizzie Kenney. 
Eastern Grammar School-H. P. Dear orn teacher, assist- 

Mr. Dearborn and Miss Kenney, have been associated h- 
gether as principal a d  assistant in this school one year. It 
was the first time for several terms that there had been a change 
of both teachers. As a matter of course there was a slight 
breaking up of the general character for a time, but for the 
past two terns there is neither of t ools that has done’ 
more honest hard work than this teachers themselves 
are honest and industrious in their efforts for the improvement 
of their pupils and the fruit of their labors can be readily geen 
not only in the particular branches taught, but in the general 
tone and character of the school. 
guiding principle and whatever has been attempted has 

b 

me members. We have a very good school in- 

s Cook has discharged the duties of her position 
diligence, and her efforts have been rewarded with 

Thoroughness has been 



__________ 

e has been no accumulation 

- g is the account of the Board 

JONATHAN COOK, 
JAMES EMERY 
J. B. BAXTER, 

the Summer v 

- - 



d a Committee at the last 
thereon an Almshouse, re 
PORT: 

JOHN SWIFT, 
, February 13; 1871. 



year, that the work may be completed. 
ould call your attention to the following, 

legal meetings grant 
ary for the purpose of 

rs who have died in the military or naval 
ited States, or the monuments or other me- 

H. Brown and Katherine H: Cowan 

The whole of which is respectfully submi 

Provincetown Jan. 1,1871. 

BIRTHS 
The whole number of Births registered for the year 1870 wry 1 

Number born in Provincetown, 110. 
Males 53; females 58. 

'' 8 " 11 
" 6 '* 11 

" 12 '' 17 
“ 4 " 12 
" 5 " 13 

“ ' 6  “ 18 

Provincetown. 
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Dec. 13, Moses N. Gifford of Provincetown and Hattie P. Lovering of 

Dee. 27, Charles E. Turner and Sarah J. Mayo, both of Provincetown. 
Number of Marriag es in Provincetown 39 ; Married in Boston, 1 ; in 

The whole number of intentions of marriages registered was 45. 

Georgetown 

Charlestown, 1 ; in No. Bridgewater 1 ; in Wellfleet, 1 ; Total. 43 

D E A T H S  - 
ber of deaths registered for the year 1870, was 55. 

Males, 28; females, 27. 
Ages.-Under 1 year, 20; from 1 to 20 years, 6; 80 to 40 years, 

11 ; 40 to 60 years, 14; 60 to 80 years, 4; over 80, 1; total, 55. 
Places OF Nativity. --Provincetown, of American Parentage, 27 ; 

Provincetown, of foreign parent , 12 ; other towns in Massachu- 
setts, 4; other towns in the United t States, 4; British Provinces, ; Ire- 
land, 4. 


