
P'town's Caribbean connetion 
Columbus Day inspires 
Cape Tip history lesson 

By George Bryant 

Columbus Day is one of my favorites. 
It's the real end of the summer season 
and a celebration of that brave and per-
sistent red-headed explorer of the 
Caribbean area. Provincetown has a long-
standing connection to that region. 
Columbus's first sighting of Cuba was the 
eastern tip: the flat mountain El Yunque 
(the anvil) near the. port of Baracoa. In 
the late 1800s the larger local fishing 
schooners were cleaned out in the fall 
and sent there in the'Jruiting trade, as it 
was called. I have a log from the three-
masted schooner Cora S. MacKay, detail-
ing a trip to Baracoa in 1898loading over 
275,000 coconuts, other fruit and Iog-
wood for the U.S. Her owner was Capt. 
Angus MacKay, who later built the New 
York Store here, and her commander 
was Capt. Matheson·, father of the late 
Sally Rosenthal. The Cora MacKay was 
lost the next September during the 
Galveston Gale, fi~hing on the Grand 
Banks of Newfoundiand with a crew of 
30~ leaving over 50 widows and orphans 

. herewho weremostly Portuguese immi-
grants. I knew several in later years, and 
they spokeof the desolation here as a re-
sult

We have another strong connection. 
Evans Field on Route 6, opposite the end 

of ShankPainter Road, which the town 
has left in terrible condition -covered 
in invasive yellow willow- was created 
with thick rich soil from Cuba by Admiral 
Robley Evans so that his sailors could play 
baseball. There are old postcards show-
ing them in action. Our high school in 
the 1950s and earlier used it as the foot-
ball field. We had, I might add, at least 
two winning teams. 

The Windward Islands, St. Vincent 
and Bequia, were a source of Province-
town whaling vessel crews from the Civil 
War through the 1920s. We taught them 
how to whale fish. Two black captains 
came from this group. The house of one 
of them goes unmarked here - though 
the building of some artists who might 
have spent two months there is in the of-
ficial walking tour. Provincetown 
launched the third greatest number of 
whaling cruises in the history of the 
American whale fishery after New Bed-
ford and Nantucket as a result- a fact 
thathas almost been completely ignored 
m our current entertainment economy. 

I discovered 50 years ago during my 
Peace Corps service in lea and Lima, 
Peru, that Columbus Day is the only mu-
tual secular holiday that we could cele-
brate. They call it Day of the Race. I asked 
what that meant, and they said it is the 
day of the mixed race. And that's what 
Columbus Day really is. 

[George Bryant, a lifelong resident, is an 
expert in Provincetownhistory.
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Bryant's 'bmmdless lmowledge' 
To the editor: I I just wanted to thank George Bryant 
for his "Viewpoint" article, and the Banner 

: for printing it. It goes without saying that 
George is the pre-eminentliving Province-
town historian. In fact, he has no close 
competition that I know of in that catego
ry. He is also a marvelously entertaining 
writer, and I, for one, would love to see 
more of his practically 
boundless knowledge of Provincetown 
committed to print so it is not lost.If it 
were shared with Banner readers in the 
process, so much the better. 

Dan Towler
Pruuincetoum 



PROVINCETOWN BANNER APRIL 24, 2008 5 

Selectmen Election May 6, 2008 

Everybody needs a home for sure but 
in Provincetown affordable housing 
has turned into an unnecessarily 

controversial subject because of fumbling 
at the hightest levels for years. The latest 
head scratcher is the departure of the new 
housing specialist after $50,000was secured 
for her salary at town meeting. Lordonly 
really knows why! 

Anyway, I would like to explain to you 
my long and extensive background in 
building design and construction. It was, 
by the way, my great pleasure to re-start 
the Provincetown Housing Authority late 
in my last term as selectman over 20years 
ago. In a chance callto the State House I 
discovered that our Authority was still in 
existence after everyone thought it had 

On to the U.S.PeaceCorps in Peru
in 1963 acountrywhere95% of the 
housing was "affordable." Over my 

2 1/2 years I worked out of the headquarters 
of the PeruvianNational Housing Bank in 
Lima - a new savings and loan model bank. 
Four of us (engineers) wrote a book of 200
pages laying out the norms for building in 
every climatic region of the country entitled 
"LaVivienda de Ia Clase Media del Peru"
It wasn't exactly a popular sensation but I 
understand that it is still being used. With a 
crew of helpers I made measured drawings of 
the PalacioTorre Tagle for the installation of 

been dissolved a few years after the end 
of WWII. The state official said, We 
wondered where you were for the past 25 
years." Miracles can happen. 

Before graduating from MIT in architecture 
in 1963 I took a job with Techbuilt, Inc. 
in Cambridge. They produced engineered 
panel houses using the best materials. Our 
cheapest3-bedroom package cost the buyer 
$5000. Erection cost an equal amount. 
Many were built on the Cape. The total 
cost with land included was less than 
$20,000! We also worked on innovative 
steel houses with Armco Steel Co. and 
with John Bemis, an investor in Techbuilt 
who started the Acorn House -originally 
a low-cost image growing house- a mighty 
oak from the little acorn grows. 

Photo credit BostonHerald 
On the Job: George Bryant workingwithDoroteo 
Vargas, a descendentof theIncas. A materials
list was being preparedfor an additionto hissmall
store/ house in thesquattersettlementof Comas
-a communityof 500,000people outside Lima.

and successful approaches 
were taken. 

My favorite building was the 
cottage that my best buddy, 
Sammy Janopolis and I built 
when we were 12. It was 

fire sprinklers. It is one of 
the great lbero-American 
colonial structures and the 
home of the PeruvianState 
Department. Several days 
a week I helped individuals 
with plans. (Pleasesee the 
photograph.) I extended 
my stay in Peru until 
the construction of the 
Urbanizadon Sol de Oro 
was complete. It consisted 
of 210middle class homes 
surrounded by cotton 
fields. I inspected the 
construction and disbursed 
on the loans for it that had 
been made byy the AFL-CIO
under US Government 
loan guarantees. (This, 
by the way, is a system we 

PutnamSq. Apartments: After
2 yearsof toughnegotiationswith
HarvardUniversityandMIT we 
succeeded. 125 peoplewereable
toreturnto theirnativecityafter 

plan and located behind my 
house at 129 Bradford Street 
in the very middle of town. 
The neighbors on 3 sides were 
Bill Soloninka, the telephone 
man, Ross Moffett the artist 
and Bill Boogar, the sculptor. It 

hadachimneyandstove. When 
it was complete, Mr. Moffett 
asked to check it out because 
those were the days before 
building permits were needed. 

havingbeenforcedoutbyhighrents. 

could use here today to make certain that 
housing is built.) 

Returning to the U.S., I worked for 
Campbell, Aldrich and Nulty, Architects in 
Boston on housing and laboratory buildings. 
At the same time I bought 4 buildings with 
10housing units in Cambridge and gutted 
and rebuilt them without subsidies. The 
results were quite affordable. 

Before returning to Provincetown in 1971 
I was the co-chairman of the Housing 
Committee of the Riverside Neighborhood 
Association in Cambridge which built a 
92-unit affordable senior housing building 
called Putnam Square Apartments, with 
MIT and Harvard University. Many novel 

Coming out he said in his usual laconic way 
"A-1."Years later I found out that it had 
been tightened a bit and the two occupants 
had been heating it with an electric frying 
pan. Provincetown is a 
place of practicality and 
imagination. 

Everyone who was around 
remembers the accident 
that demolished the front 
of our house in 1961. 15 tons of asphalt and 
the truck itself careened into what is now 
the Monument Barber Shop on Bradford 
Street. I had rebuilt the foundation and 
side walls in 1955 and found out at a young 
age that good work doesn't necessarily last 
here. 

George D. Bryant, Candidate 
Experience, Dedication, Involvement 
Currently Dean of Barnstable County Assembly of Delegates 

Graduated Wesleyan University 
Graduated Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Certificate in Spanish from Boston College 
My business is producing structural reports 

Paidfor by George D. Bryant 





A 
piece

Text and photos by 
Seth Rolbein 

He was standing in his 
yard, which for years has 
been a small, packed, 

disheveled world piled high with 
objects. The look has made him 
somewhat controversial in 
Provincetown, but each piece of 
George Bryant's eclectic collec-
tion has an interesting story and 
reason for being saved -and 
many of them, if they could talk, 
would spew amazing chapters in 
the history of CapeCod.. 

Anexampler
"Well, this is a mystery to me," says 

ARTS CULTURE 

no longer under the 

A HOLE IN 
THE BONE
The whale-
bone was 
strong and big 
enough to 
allow a mor-
tise to becut 
through it, 
where a sill 
sat. Note old 
roots that over 
the years 
pushed their 
way into the 

ONE OF MANY:The whalebone, 48 inches long, that once served as a building post, has joined 
other intriguing relics in Bryant's yard. 

Bryant, one the Cape's most 
knowledgeable self-taught 
historians, motioning to what 
looks like a fat old log that his 
son had carried to the front of 
the yard. ''It was under the 

building," he announces, 
meaning not his home on 
Commercial Streetbut the 
handsome home next door, 
number 471, that he also 
owns. 

And then, before revealing 
the mystery, he launches into 
a quick primer on the build-
ing in question - which is 

HISTORY, continued on next page 
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Bryant brothers 
shipwrecked in Maine 
By Kevin Mullaney 
BANNER CORRESPONDENf 

A not-so-funny thing hap-
pened to George and Eugene 
Bryant on their way to compete 
in the Great Provincetown 
Schooner Regatta. George, well-
known locally as Provincetown's 
unofficial historian, and his . 
brother Eugene, a farmer who 
has a small sawmill, were sailing 
Eugene's hand-made wooden 
sloop, the Dandelion, from its 
anchorage in South Bristol, 
Maine, when they were. ship-
wrecked on the jagged rocks of 
Wood Island, a half-mile off-
shore from the Bitterford/ Saco 
area. 

The two left South Bristol at 
9:30 last Wednesday morning 
and at 9 p.m. disaster struck as 
they were trying to make Wood 
Island harbor. "Weweren't going 

that fast,"George said. "Wewere 
under sail, the tide falling ... and 
we ended up on the rocks."The 
little island is surrounded by two
to three-foot-high jagged rocks, 
arranged in a parallel fashion. 
The boat was in about six feet of 
water, with the stern down. 

"We weren't going to sink,"
George said, "butthe wind was 
picking up, over 30 miles per 
hour, and the spray was coming 
over the vessel from windward 
side. We were getting drenched."
Sixty-five-year-old George and 53-
year-old Eugene checked their 
position by flashlight, could see 
they were in trouble and called 
in a mayday. Fifteen minutes lat-
er towboats from the Bitterford
CoastGuard Station arrived. The 
smallerof the two was able to qap-
proach and two Coast Guards-
men jumped on shore. George, 
who was gathering valuables be-

Eugene Bryant with the Dandelion in Provincetown, 1998. 

low, jumped into the water and 
joined the others. Marooned 
there, the four were picked off 
the shore, one at a time, in a bas-
ket lowered from a helicopter 
sent from Air Station Cape Cod. 

Ontheir way to another call, 
the helicopter dropped the 
brothers at a small airport in Bit-
ter ford, five miles away, where 
there were two rescue vehicles 
waiting. "Most people brought 

off the rocks weren't in too good 
of shape," George was told. 
"Their faces, arms and legs like 
hamburger meat." Unscathed 
but soaked to the bone, the 
Bryant brothers began making 
their way home. The police 
arranged their transfer through 
three towns to a Hertz rental 
place in the deserted Pordand 
jetport. They got to Eugene's 
home in Palermo at 3 a.m. 

PHOTO COURTESYGEORGE BRYANT

George said the Dandelion, 
which was destroyed, was very 
nicely built, with "particularly
strong" sawn frames. It was fin-
ished sparingly, like a cargo ship, 
and was carrying some lumber 
and jars of maple syrup. 

"Everybodywas wonderful up 
there, the perfect rescue,"said 
George, who attended the regat-
ta festivities seemingly unfazed 
by the excitement. 



George Bryant 
keeps many things close at hand 

DETAIL DRIVEN: Architecturaldetails,such as this mansard roof on 
Center St., can reveal an era's prosperity, George Bryant says. 

By Seth Rolbein 

Thetemptation is to 
think of George 
Bryants yard,along
the East End of 

Provincetown's Commercial 
Street,in symbolic terms. 

The first impression is of 
remarkable clutter. So is the 
second. So is the third. But then 
specific intrigue about what's 
there begins to take hold. 

True, there are a dozen rust-
ing shovels stacked side by side 
near the door, but each one has
a different shape, handle and 
blade. Then there's an old surf-
board that could use some new 
fiberglass, beside stone blocks 
static long enough for weeds to 
be wrapping around them, near 
a ladder leaning against the sec-
ond floor which is ready for 
work whenever the work is 
ready for it, beside much old 
planking stacked tee-peestyle to 
keep dry, soon to become fire
wood. There's a Spanish chest 
under a protective piece of ply- . 
wood, and a handsome Cape 
Cod column top, an unusual 
mushroom cap, soaking in 
water so it won't crack and 
blacken. 

There's more, much more. 
These are not things to dis-

card unconsidered. These are 
things to retrieve. These things 
can still tell stories, they still 

have meanings and, perhaps, 
uses. In their own ways, useful 
or not, they are pieces of histo-
ry. 

Inside, Bryant's handsome 
.. 

livingI UUHl windowslookover

Provincetown Harbor to Long 
Point- where this house once 
stood before being floated to 
town in the early 1870s, relocat-
ed by the international fish-sell-
er Samuel Soper Smith. "Ithad 
been a barracks for a contingent 
of students from Harvard who 
had been posted (for military 
service) on the point," Bryant 
reports. 

This is the same view that the 
famous explorer Donald 
MacMillan stared at for the 
many decades he lived here, 
although it is doubtful that 
MacMillan had as many books, 
pamphlets, maps, documents 
and newspapers piled around 
him as George does. 

These resources come in 
handy during a George Bryant 
conversation. Sometimes he 
refers to them specifically, for 
example producing a ledger cre-
ated in 1904for ''The Cape 
LightHeat and Power 
Company," Provincetown's first 
power company, to allow him to 
refer to family names still cur-
rent in town. Othertimes their 
presence is implicit, an obvious 
(but usually unnecessary) but-
tress to his remarkable memory 
for historic detail. 

And so it becomes entirely 
possible to begin talking about 

Neat order is not the 
priority. Respect, 

appreciation, historical 
knowledge for its own sake, 

the thrill of an artifact, 
making unusual connec-
tions, the addictive little 

rush that comes when what 
you've already learned 
allows a commonplace 

object to reveal something 
else - these are the 

things that matter. 

somethingarchitectural-
"Onthe Cape you can tell if a 

town was prosperous after the 
Civil War if there are mansard 
roofs around," Bryant will say. 
"itwas called 'the Second 
Empire,' or 'the General Grant 
era."

- then segue into an explo-
ration of the forgottenimpor-

MARKET PLACE: George Bryant takes a seat in front of what used to 
be the familybusiness on CommercialStreet. 

tance and slow demise of 
mackerel to the local economy 

"It moved to Gloucester," 
Bryant will report "And then 
in the period between the wars 
they converted old sub chasers 
into mackerel fisheries ... 
Solomon Jacobs from 

Newfoundland caught macker-
el like no one before or since. 
And by the way, did you know 
that Gloucester was the sister 
city of Provincetown for many 
years?" 

-which in turn could tran-

BRYANT continued 
on next page 

INTHE BANK: A history of Provincetown's hometown savings institution 
is next on George Bryant's project list
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Bryant 
continued from previous page 

sition smoothly into a story about an unusual wedding 
tradition in Provincetown in the early 1900s -

'The four o'clock weddings," Bryant will explain. 
Becauseof the train schedules, the wedding mass 
would talk place at St Peters at 4 am, then breakfast at 
five, and then the whole group would go to see the cou-
ple onto the train that left (for Boston and a veryshort 
honeymoon) at 6 am." 

-which might move the conversation toward the 
importance of Eastern hemlock to the home construc-
tion of the Outer Cape -

"Eighty percent of the older buildings in 
Provincetown, Truro, and Wellfleet are structured in 
Eastern hemlock," Bryant will muse. "I mean buildings 
constructed between 1820 and 1920." 

The threads of the conversation might be long, might 
even tangle sometimes, but they always eventually 
emerge. Each one probably could be developed into a 
long historical tract In the meantime, they remain close 
to the surface, available and accessible (to George if no 
one else), something like the objects in his yard. Neat 
order is not the priority. Respect, appreciation, historical 
knowledge for its own sake, the thrill of an artifact, mak-
ing unusual connections, the addictive little rush that 
comes when what you've already learned allows a com-
monplace object to reveal something else - these are 
the things that matter. 

"I was fascinated (with local history) since I was a lit-
tle boy," Bryant says. "But mainly about fishing, more 
that than art." 

Bryant was born 64 years ago in Fall River, not 
Provincetown, because the town doctor, Dr. Cass,took 
patients like Bryant's mother to the mainland for birth. 
"He was a strange-looking man," George muses. "I've

The work 
expanded Bryant's 

seen pictures of him. I find his face 
unsettling." 

encyclopedic 
knowledge of this 

The work expanded Bryant's encyclope-
dic knowledge of this place. He can still 
recall details of house inspections done 
decades ago, whether sills in a particular 
homestead were 8-by-8s or 6-by-6s
whether and how a roof had been 
''flaked" (taken apart and put back 
together again). It also gave him license 
to dig around in backyards, looking for 
old leaching fields and pits, uncovering 
relics. It's work he still enjoys - though 

Bryant's family was among the sev-
eral hundred CapeBreton people 
who came to Provincetown during 
one of the less-documented immigra-
tions. Their ancestry was Scottish, 
their religion both Catholicand 
Protestant George's father was 9 

place. He can still recall 
details of house inspections 
done decades ago, whether 

sillsin a particular homestead 
were 8-by-Bs or 6-by-6s, 

years old when he arrived in whether and how a roof 
Provincetown in 1914. His mother 
came later, in 1933 for the first time. had been "flaked" less digging in the ground than years ago, 

more digging through documents and in 
basements. 

After they married, and George was (taken apart and put 
born, his father in 1945 bought what for 
many years was Bryant's Market, across 
the street from the Art Association. This was 
the family's commercial focus. 

back together 
again). Bryant's political involvement also contin-

ues, though that too is less intense than when he 

"My memories?" Bryant echoes the question. "I
remember shoveling sand to keep the place from wash-
ing away." 

Bryant left Cape Cod in the mid-1950s for Wesleyan 
College and M.I.T. Then in 1963 he joined the Peace 
Corps ("Perhaps I was the first Cape Codder to join") 
and spent over two years in Peru. He returned to Boston 
in 1965 to work with a city architectural firm for several 
years. Not until1971 did he return to Provincetown and 
resume a Cape Cod life. 

He used his engineering and architectural training, 
coupled with his interest in local history, to carve out a 
new profession. "I was the first one on the Cape to do 
house inspections," he smiles. "When I moved back 
here, the demand was coming from the New York peo-
ple - they were always two steps ahead of the Boston 
people." 

was elected as a reformist selectman alongside Mary 
Jo Avellar in the 1970s. He represents Provincetown on 
the county Assembly of Delegates. He is less parochial 
than many in town, reaching beyond the Truro border 
politically, thinking and talking about issues like the envi-
ronmental cleanup of the military base, or the dangers of 
microwave radiation. 

But the main historic project occupying him at the 
moment is his history of the hometown bank, Seamen's 
Savings. 

''This is the oldest bank on Cape Cod," he is quick to 
point out, "four or five years older than the Cape Cod 
Five." The 150th anniversary is coming up, and it's a nat-
ural for Bryant to create whatever is published. He 
expects ''lots of photos," not lengthy text But as usual, 
there are anecdotes: ''In the 1920s, I found that Seamen's 
gave a loan to a blind man to run a movie theater. Hmm, 
do you think a bank would do that today?" 
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More than a perfect storm 

The Portland Galeand ItsAftermath 
The Dec. 1. 1898 account in the Advocate of the _Once a critical state was 

Portland Gale reprinted on page 5 was written before reachedin the storm, the 
the full extent ofthe tragedy was realized. Scoresof . damaged . increased 
bodies kept appearing along the back shore of the logrithmically. ; . .. 
Cape formany days after the storm. _There is a vagueimpres-

. sionin . the minds of a few 
By George D. Bryant historians that the Portland

_ : : . .. Gale ';· dest_royed 
When fishing was still a big thing and a draggerman::~. Provincetown economically.

suddenly seemed rich, everyone assumed he had This)s certainly no_t true. 
hooked onto the famed Steamer Portland's safe. Most. of the larger wharves 

Right through the 1950s, the loss of the Portlana that went downwere in poor 
was a major part of the folklore of Provincetown and condition aywayand had 
every bad storm was . compared to the infamous'~· ·not serveda useful function 
Portland Gale. for years. 

We were always reminded by the many survivors of Provincetown salt codfish 
the gale, that summer hurricanes come and go in a packers had not been chang-
few hours, but northeast stormscan last for days. . ing withthe times.They con-

t 

The Portland Gale lasted for about 30 hours overtinued to prepare fish the 
the course of three days. The storm peaked on No- same way it had been done 
vember 27, 1898, a Sunday. After a long build up the for thousands of years by 
day before, the wind became violent at 4 a.ni. and_ mei:elysplittingcodfishwith 
continued almost unabated for another ,14 hours. the skin still intact and salt-
Normal conditions did not return until -Tuesday ing it. However, by 1898, it 
morning. was only marketable in the 

gale away fragile saltcOdfiShmg industryas shown here 
with whole cod split, salted and-drying on racks on thewaterfront 

(Photo courtesy of George D. Bryant) 
The west endof Provincetown is particularly vul- poorer countries of the word and it sold cheaply. 

nerable to northeast galesand that was where the The pew dependencies the United States assumed 
worst damage to shore property and wharves oc- in the Caribbean after the Spanish American War 
curred. Severalfactors combined to create the wreck- increased sales for a while; but Americans had grown 
age. used to the 'corisumer-friendly, small wooden boxes of 

Many of the older and larger wharves were relicsof boneless and skinles's codfish being shipped out of 
the old salt codfishing days, an industry that had Gloucester . 
started to decline 15 yeais before. When 'a large ·While the PortlandGalewas raging, twobuilding · 
wharfcollapsedduringthestorm, the timbers moved complexes, ·one' in Truroand one in Provincetown, 

· westerly with-the wind and often precipitated the didnotyield.Theyrepresentedthefutureofthelocal 
destructionofanearbywharf, whatiscalledprogres- fisheries. Several years before the storm, fish freez-
sive failure. ers were builtineachtown. Overthe next 20 years

As more materialbecame waterborne, it did more six more were erected in Provincetown. They were to 
damage. In addition ; manyof the vessels adrift takeupalloftheslackoftne·vanishedsaltcodfishery. 
crashed into fixed property so that it resembled one It is interesting to note that by 1935, long after the 
of those 60-car collisionson a California highway. storin; thefreezercompanies andthe draggerswere 

landing as much· fish in Provincetown as all offshore 
vessels did in 1887. In addition, the freezers and the 
trap companies connected to them paid substantial 
taxes. In the early days, the North Truro Cold Stor-
age Company-paid one-third of the taxes collected in 
Truro. 

Another factor in the rapid.recovery of the town 
was one no one could have predicted, even as the 
storm raged. Between1900 and 1905, small internal 
combustion engln.es became available for the first 
time at reasonable prices. Within those years, nearly 
every fishing vessel here and on the East Coast was 
converted from sail to power. Masts and bowsprits 
were often amputated and the once beautiful sailing 
craft became ugly oil burners.
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The change promoted safety in many ways by 

reducing the sizes of the crews in some fisheries. It 
also made draggingeasierand' increasedthe bottom. lineat times of settlement.Asthelate Guy Guerin 
used to say about the other transactions, 'When it 
touches the pocketbook, it touches the soul."

One of the things the Portland Gale did not do here 
was leave orphans. It . is always sad to note that 
orphans were one of the major products of the fisher-
ies, especially the offshore ones. Two yearsafter the 
Gale, for example, in September, 1900, the three- · 
masted Provincetownsalt codfishing schooner Cora 
S. McKay sank without a trace near the VirginRock 
on the Grand Banks. . 
Asa result, 56 fatherless children and their moth-

ers were left to cope in a world where a husband was 
the only substantial wage earner. Portuguese wid-
ows often became low-paid washerwomen. 

Here are a few notes on the contents of the article 
appearing in The Provincetown Advocate 'December 
1,1898. . 

The b:reakwaterin the West End did not exist at the 
time of the storm. If it had, _many of the vessels that 
escaped the fury of the storm by being stranded there 
would have been smashed into atoms. 

The "fresh fishermen"referred tto in the third 
paragraph ·were fast-sailingschooners, between 70 
to 100 feet in length. Many hailed from Provincetown, 
but most discharged their cargoes directly at the 
markets in Boston. 

The crews were almost entirely made up of Portu-
guese immigrants who scorned danger. They often 
sailed to the fishing grounds offNova Scotia and on 
Georges Bank under the worst conditions. They went 
looking for haddock and cod, which were the most 
desirable of the fish sold fresh (not salted). 

Most of the captains became incredibly skilled in 
being able to tell where they were by' examining the 
soil brought up fromthe bottom of the bases of their 
sounding leads. Their only navigation instruments 
were compasses and alarm clocks. 

They would have a "close shave" on nearly every 
winter fishing voyage. The MaryCabral, Philomena 
Manta, the Isaac Collins and a number of the other 
vessels mentioned were fresh fishermen. One of the 
most famous of these was the Rose Dorothea, built 
several years after the Gale. 

The A.B. Nickerson was a steam powered seining 
and whaling vessel that discharged at the Nickerson 
Oil Works atHatches Harbor. The Vigilant was a 
similar vessel. 

The "DaggettPlance"was the area around Daggett 
Lane and Howland Street. 

I am somewhatconfused by the reference to Laney 
Corner and the residence of George w. Ellis. Accord-
ing to most records, they are one in the.same, the low 
area in the vicinityofWhorfs Court and Commercial 
Street across from the present Coast Guard Station 
in Provincetown. 

Surfman Henderson married a local Portuguese 
girl from the Dears (Dias) family. They had three 
children Frankie, Bernie and Mary. Frankie also 
became a surfman and Bernie joined the U.S. Navy. 

Frankie's wife, Helen Bangs, did all the work nec-
essaryto produce - except for the printing - the 
Provincetown Advocate formanyyears when Howard 
Hopkins owned it. She took the advertising, wrote the 
news pieces and laid every thing out. 

·Frankie became a Provincetown selectman who 
died on Town Meeting floor in the midst of a heated 
zoning debate over the property known as The 
Boatslip. 



CAPE COD WHALEMEN OF COLOR 
[Photographs and artifacts of a little-known aspect of 
African-American and Cape Cod history presented by George D. 
Bryant at the Provincetown Heritage Museum, Sept. !, to 30,1998] 

The subject of the exhibit is what turned out to be the last 
phase of whaling on Cape Cod (beginning after the Civil War 
and stretching to the time of World War One) which employed, 
among others, over 1000 men from the West Indies. Efficient 
schooner-rigged vessels were used. As the period advanced,the 
percentage of black crewmen increased. After the 1870's the industry 
would have probably collapsed without their dedication and hard 
work. The majoritywere from the English-speaking islands, 
including St. Vincent, Bequia, Dominica, Barbados, etc. In 
addition there were a few natives of the Cape Verde Islands 
among the crews as well as some Americans and Portuguese. 

The Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea were the usual destination. 
The favorite whaling grounds were off Hatteras and Charleston,sc., 
but most vessel owners sent cruises to the West Indies in the 
winter seeking humpbacks and laterto the Mosquito Coast o.f Central 
America in the spring for sperm whales. 
During the summers many of the vessels stayed tied up in Province-
town and in the evenings the black crewmembers entertained fully 
two generations of local residents and tourists with dances of 
African origin and English folksongs. 

Oddly, almost nothing was written or published about the whalemen 
in their time. Herman Jennings' 1890 book entitled Provincetown, 
devotes only one sentence to the men in an essay on whaling that 
is in other ways complete, and he would have know many of them 
individually. 

It is significant that two out of four or five black captains 
who participated in the great American whale fishery began their 
careers in Provincetown. The first, Colin Stevenson, from st. 
Vincent, commanded the Alcyone and the Carrie D. Knowles. The 
other, William T. Shorey, from Barbados, started here and went 
on to a successful career on the West Coast. Provincetown in 
the late 19th century seems to have been an incubator for a 
number of successful men who might have been shortchanged by the 
effects of racial prejudice in the larger world. To a greater 
degree than elsewhere,promotions and advancement in the whaling 
industry seem to have been ba·sed on merit - the Ameri 'can ideal.

For more information contact the 
Provincetown Heritage Museum at 
356 Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
MA. Telephone 508-487-7098 

For detailed information contact 
George D. Bryant, 473 Commercial 
Street, Provincetown, MA., 02657 
Telephone 508-487-0657 



Provincetown is generally thought to be the most interesting and 
different town on the Cape but it was never more so than one-
hundred years ago, before the tourist onslaught, when several 
branches of fishing and whaling were carried on simultaneously. 
Visitors called it "The City in the Sand". Onand about the 
several dozen wharves which existed at that time were found 
Grand Bankers, George's Bank fresh fishermen, sloops, trap 
boats, shore whaling steamers, offshore whaling vessels , cold 
storages, canneries, smokeries, boatbuilders, chandlers, 
shipsmiths, riggers, caulkers, painters, sailmakers, sparmakers 
and all the other buildings and people who formed a very active 
maritime community. 

Capt. William T. Shorey 
who started in Provincetown 

The very last phase of whaling, from 1870 to 1915 and the men who conducted it are the subjects of 
this exhibit. The activity consisted of whaling largely in the Atlantic Oceanand the Caribbean Sea and 
year by year it was increasingly manned by black men of West Indian origin. By my calculations, 
based upon a sampling of official US Government crew lists I conclude that over 1000 whalers were in 
this group. Most never settled permanently in this area but it is notable that the descendants of some 
make a home here. There were also a number of whalemen of color from other places such as the Cape 
Verde Islands, but they were not as numerous on Provincetown vessels . 

It all started when Provincetown and other American whaling vessels cruised the West Indies, 
particularly St. Vincent and the Grenadines in search of humpback, sperm and pilot whales late in the 
19th century when the economic systems on the islands were changing. The old agricultural plantations 
were losing their attractiveness and workers were open to the idea of other occupations. Earlier, in 
slave days the managers had paid little attention to the products of the island waters . 

It is interesting that the American whalemen taught the island natives how to whale and very soon 
started to employ some aboard their vessels . One of the most proficient was William Thomas "Bill" 
Wallace who established a shore whaling station on Bequia (near St. Vincent) after working on US 
vessels throughout the entire region and the Atlantic for years. When he returned, he took a 
Provincetown bride, Estella Francis Curren, with him. 

Most of the West Indian whalers continued to serve aboard the offshore vessels. Had they not provided 
their willing labor in this business, which required gritty application for low wages, it probably would 
have faded out of existence by 1880. Provincetown whalers generally worked the Caribbean from 
February to June -- starting with the taking of humpbacks and finishing with the pursuit of the more 
valuable sperm whales. The whalers would often be docked back here in the summer. To supplement 
their wages they often sang, danced and husked at the Knowles dock at the foot of Pearl Street. (There 
are contemporary accounts of this activity and some of their music was recorded and it consisted mostly 
of old English ballads.) 

In the last phase of offshore whaling Provincetown vessels tended to be of the schooner rig and 
generally less than 100 tons in displacement. It is a fact that because of the relatively short length of 
the whaling cruises (less than a year for the most part) Provincetown ranks third (after New Bedford 
and Nantucket) in the number of voyages launched in the history of the American whale fishery. 



Only 4 or 5 black men born in the Americas rose to the position of captain in the American whale 
fishery and in this distinction the owners of the Provincetown whaling fleet are to be commended. Two 
of these captains started their whaling careers here. The elder was Capt. Colin Stevenson, a native of 
St.Vincent who probably came to Provincetown in the early 1870s. Eventually he settled with his wife 
and family at 4 Race Road. His first command was the Rising Sun,followed by the Alcyone and last by 
the Carrie D. Knowles . In January 1876 William T. Shoreywho was born on Barbados, came to 
Provincetown to work for fishing and whaling businessman Samuel S.Swift. He left for the west coast 
4 years later and eventually became the most successful of the black whaling captains in our history . 
His later career was in the arctic whale fishery - a difficult business at best. Shoreywas known for his 
charm in an industry that didn't often resort to it. 

The families and companies who carried on the whaling business in the last phase were the Taylors , 
Dunhams, Dyers, Macools, Mantas and the Knowles . With the loss of the schooner Carrie D. 
Knowles in 1904, the Knowles firm essentially ended its business. The Dunhams, Taylors and Dyers 
were for the most part agents for one whaling vessel at a time. Adam Macool was a native of Scotland 
and a cooper here who became involved in the industry as an adjunct to his own business. Capt. Joseph 
Manta, a native of Portugal carried on to the end of the era and he was the employer and the promoter 
of many black whalemen. The flamboyant and controversial Capt. John A. Cook involved himself in a 
number of whaling enterprises after his retirement from the arctic fishery but his efforts tended to be 
sporadic. 

A few notes about the history of the industry here. The first organized whaling activity by the English 
in New England occurred in Provincetown in the 17th century . Icabod Paddock, the man who taught 
the Nantucketers how to whale came from Provincetown in that era when the whaling was carried on in 
boats launched from the shore. In the 18th century Provincetown was heavily involved in the Atlantic 
offshore fishery. After a time gap of 45 years Provincetown resumed this activity starting in 1820. It 
peaked in the few years following the Civil War. By 1870 70% of the men actually employed in the 
finfish industries here (codfish and mackerel primarily) were foreign born Irish, Portuguese from the 
Azores and Scots from Cape Breton Island, Canada largely because they were willing to work longer 
and harder than the native born Americans. The black men who came to man the whaling vessels did 
so for similar reasons . Most of the whaling businesses were owned by Yankees (the descendants of the 
original English settlers) until the end but the black workers provided them with the wealth that they 
enjoyed. 

Provincetown, George D. Bryant March 29,1998 

I wish to thank all of the people who have helped me with information on this subject over the years: 
My father Duncan Bryant, Francis Manta, Lurana Higgins, Robert Francis, John and Anne Macintyre, 
Monroe Moore, Arturo Vivante, Carrie Cook, Georgia Ferguson, Betty Burkes, The Lester Hellers , 
Grace Goveia Collinson, and most of all Warren C. Silva who was the first person to give me detailed 
information on the black whalemen 25 years ago. 

Thank you to those who help with the exhibit: Marilyn Pedalino, Sara Ringler, Gus Mills, Mary 
Sicchio, John Grant, Linda Houle Janice Lengas, and Marjon Printing of Hyannis . 



The Advocate, Thursday, March 26, 1998

. Photocourtesy of GeorgeBryant 

In the winter they whaled and in the summerthey sang and danced at Knowles Wharf, now the Bull 
Ring Apartmentsat 381 Commercial St. Little knownblack whalers buskedin the enenings, often a 

performer sang several favorite songs of black whalers like "ThePluckyMaidan"and, "timothy".All this 
a part of George Bryants exhibit at Cape Cod Community CollegeLibrary until May 1 
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Bryanttmountsexhibit 
on black whalers 

Local historian George D. Bryant is presenting an 
exhibit of photographs, artifacts and articles entitled 
"Cape CodWhalers of Color" Sunday at 3:30p.m. at 
Cape Cod Community College in Hyannis. 

Bryant said this is the first time an exhibit of this 
. type has ever been mounted. He heard of these 
whwalerswhmany of whom came from the Caribbean as 
·well as Cape Verde, from his neighbor, the late 
Warren C. Silva. Bryant said approximately 1,000 
men worked out of Provincetown on these whaling 
vesselsfrom approximately 1870 until World War I. 

Most ofthe men lived on the ships or very near 
themalthough several families, including the 

.. Rocheteaus in Provincetown, can claim . to be de-
scended from these whalers. Two families, the 

.:Knowleses who owned the Bull Ring and the Mantas, 
were among the ship owners who employed black 
people on whaling expeditions. 
.. . Gus MIlls, affirmative action officer at Cape Cod 
Community College, said the college is fortunate to 
have loanof these materials. 

"Hopefully, they will be of use to us educationally," 
he said. 

Mills also said John Gonzales of New Bedford will 
. singsea chanties duringthe reception. The exhibit 
·will continue at the collegeuntil May 1. 



The Advocate, Thursday, November 28, 1996 

Tony the Praying Dog· 
By George Bryant 

At Provincetown's recent Special Town Meeting an unsuccessful .attempt was 
made to liberalize the bylaws .relating todogs. 

The proponents of the article had hoped that they would be allowed to.run their 
dogs without leashesin certain areas that are now restricted. What follows is an 
article that appeared in the Provincetown Advocate just before the turn of the 
century that illustrates not only a more relaxed and naive time, but also the ability 
of dogs to wander freely aboard trains. 

Capt. Robert McD. Lavender 



(Reprinted from the ProvincetownAdvocate:)., 

Recognized by _His Piety
Capt. R.M. Lavender owns a dog 

which has beentaught to stand up and 
say his prayers. La.st Saturdaytwo 
young ladies took the afternoon train 
for Truro, Tony, the dog, accompany-
ing them. When they left the car at 
Truro, Tony had disappeared. 

The train rattled on, and Tony was 
shortly afterward seen and recognized 
by one of the trainmen, a town boy, who 
at once took the dog under his protec-
tion, intending to care for him in Bos-
ton and bring him safe home on the 
return trip. ' 

When the train arrived in Wellfleet, 
Tony scampered out of the car with 
other male passengers and vanished in 
the crowd. 

The young ladies, meanwhile, had 
decided to proceed by carriage or some 
other way to Wellfleet, hoping that the 
dog had been put off at that station. 
They went, and arriving at the depot, 
saw a half dozen big dogs escorting a 
smaller dog about town, as if showing 
him the sights. The little fellow re-
sembled Tony, but as dogs of Tony's 
breed look so much alike that it is 
impossible for an owner to ascertain if 
it is his dog 'till the dog nabs him, and 

then he knows it isn't. 
It cannot be surprising that the young 

ladies were in a quandary. Presently 
one ofthe twain remembered that Tony 
was possessed of a slight vein of piety 
in his makeup, and calling the smaller 
dog from the midst of the crowd, which 
just then displayed much uneasiness 
with strong tendency toward a mati- . 
nee, he was commanded to say his 
prayers . 
. Before the order was given the dog 

was anybody's and nameless, but when 
he stood on his hind legs and put his 
nose .through his forepaws in an atti-
tude of devotion, he became at once 
Tony of Provincetown, and as such was 
taken back to Truro in triumph. . 

Captain Robert McD. Lavender 
(1847-1928) 

At the time the story about Tony was 
written Capt. Lavender had retired 
from the sea and was keeping a grocery 
store at what is now 386 Commercial 
St., which was also his·residence. 

Like many Provincetowners of his 
era he was born elsewhere and came to 

. settle here because of the great oppor-
Continued to page 27 

Captain Robert McD. Lavender 
(1847-1928) 

Continued from page 21 
tunities created by high profits in the 
fishing industry. 

One hundred years ago places with 
names like White Point, Saint Michaels, 
Boulardarie, "Pike's Peak" (Pico), 
Grand River, Flores, Barington, Olhao, 
Saint Peters', etc., meant something 
here because that is where people were· ' . from. Hyannis, in contrast, ·was httle 
known and seldoni visited. Gloucester 
on the other hand was very familiar 
due to our dependence upon the fisher-
ies. 

Capt. Lavender was born at White 
Point, near Liverpool, Nova Scotia, like 
many other Proviricetowners. For about _ 
30 years he was a bluewater shipmas-
ter sailing cargo vessels around the 
world. Shortly before he retired to Prov-
incetown, where he had relatives among 
the Taylors, Bowleys, Wests and Bak-
ers he was washed from the deck ofhis ' last command, the Alice Montgomery, . 
during a storm and managed to save 
himself by catching a trailing rope. 

Capt. Lavender and 10 otherProvin-
cetown men distinguished themselves 
by rescuing the shipkeeper ofthe fish-
ing schooner F.H. Smith by means of a 
whaleboat during the harrowing three-
day storm known as the "Portland Gale" · ' 
in November 1898. 

They received the US Treasury De-
partment bronze medal for this. (I de-
scribed the entire event in The Advo-
cate of December 22, 1994.) 



Historic Lecture and Slide Presentation 

"Official Neglect: The Sad End of Charlotte?" 

Presented by 

George D. Bryant 
Provincetown Native and Archeologist

Expert in Historical Fisheries of the Western North Atlantic 

Featuring slides of photographs taken by 
The Charlotte Captains: Louis Cordeiro, Joseph Oliver and Joseph "Ducky" Perry 

at the 

Provincetown Heritage Museum 
356 Commercial Street, Provincetown 

7:30 PM, Thursday, October 1 0, 1996 
Free Admission • Donations Accepted 



The Advocate, Thursday, October 10,1996 

The-end of the Charlotte or not? 
George D. Bryant will host a free The lecture, which will include new : 

slide lecture open to allat 7:30 p.m. slides made from photographs of the 
tonight at the Provincetown Heritage Charlotte that were taken by Capt. ' 
Museumentitled"OfficialNeglect:The Louis Cordeiro, Capt. Joseph Oliveri 
Sad End of Charlotte?" and Capt. Joseph "Ducky" Perry when; 

Bryant, a Provincetown native with she last underwent restoration under 
a passion for the town's history, will , their supervision. 
talk about the cold storage enterprises Peter Vermelia, who is in charge of, 
and trap fishing industries that sus- boat restoration at Mystic Seaport in 
tained Provincetown for more than 75 Mystic, Conn., came to Provincetown
years. ~two weeks ago to take a look at the : 

A graduate of Wesleyan University. Charlotte.
and the Massachusetts Institute of "Hewill write us an informative let- : 
Technology, Bryant is a member ofthe ter about his opinion of the condition of 
Society for Industrial Archeology of the boat and what can be done withit,"
Princeton, N.J., and is theirexpert on Fanning said. "He came down at their 
the historical fisheries of thewestern expense and has had quite a bit of 
north Atlantic Ocean. He lectures ex- experience in dealing with boats in the 
tensively on the early buildings of condition the Charlotte is in. 
Massachusetts and Cape Cod and has "With his letter, we will at least have 
hopes of seeing the Charlotte, which is the guidelines to write a grant pro- ; 
now stored behind the museum, re- posal to try to get money to restore it 
stored. . and bring it back to some sort of stabi-

The Charlotte is the last wooden trap lized shape,"he said. 
boat of its kind in the world. While Provincetown still has men in 

As trap fishing came to an end in town who worked on the Charlotte and 
Provincetown in the 1950s, a commu- other trap boats in the past, these men 
nity effort was made to save and re- are boat builders, not boat restorers, 
store the 45-foot Charlotte. Fwids w:ere Fanning said. 
raised for material costs by the Provin- "Boat builders and boat restorers are 
cetown Historical Society, and recon- not the same," he said. 
structionof the boat was performed by With the help ofVermelia, "We'llbe 
students and staff at Cape Cod Re- able to go after grant money to restore 
gional Technical School in Harwich. the Charlotte. It's always best to have 

Upon completion of the restoration, someone in your corner who is a recog-
the Charlotte was returned to Provin- nized expert when you go for grant 
cetown and placed on exhibit behind money."
the Heritage Museum, but deteriora- What is needed if a new effort to 
tion and neglect started almost imme- restore the Charlotte is to be success-
diately, said Dale Fanning, director of ful, Fanningsaid, "is renewed interest 
the museum. in it and some new blood."

"Over the past 20 years several indi-
viduals, most notably Francis John 
Santos, have attempted to repair her 
and stave off decay, but now the Char-
lotte is a wreck again,"Fanning said. 

Bryant will -discuss tonight whether 
a small town can or should take care of 
large historical relics such as the Char-
lotte. 

Among the questions he will pose 
tonight, said Fanning, is if a town "with
all of its important and diverse respon-
sibilities, should concern itself with 
the past."

·Bryant on trap boat's sad fate 
"Official Neglect: The Sad End of 

Charlotte? "isa slide lecture to be 
presented by George D. Bryant at 
7:30 p.m. tonight at the Province-
town Heritage Museum, 356 Com-
mercial St Bryant's talk will focus on 
the community effort to save and re-
store Charlotte, a 45-foot trap boat, 
and the cold storage enterprises and 
trap fishing industries that sustained 
Provincetown for over 75 years. In 
addition, he will consider the ques-

tion of whose responsibility it should 
be to care for large historical artifacts. 

The Charlotte was originally re-
stored by students and staff of Cape 
Cod Tech in Harwich with money 
raised by a local private historical 
group. uponrestoration, the Char-
lotte was placed on exhibit behind the 
museum. But deterioration and ne-
glect started again immedjately, and 
the once again is in need of re-
pair. . 

Bryant's presentation will include 
new slides made from photographs 
taken by Captains Louis Cordeiro, 
Joseph Oliver and Joseph boat
Perry during the original reconstruc-
tion efforts. 

Bryant, a Provincetown native, is 
a member of the Society for lndustri-
al Archeology of Princeton, N J., and 
is their expertinthe historical fish-
eries of the Western North Atlantic 
Ocean. 



Elfect o{ Carlyle Upon A Senior 
BEFORE PARTAKING: 

In the western part of this town is an extremely large building 
which is a cold storage. It is on the shore side of the street and 
on the left-hand side when you walk on the right-hand side. 
The construction of this storage is made of wood. It is very high 
and the last floor is the only floor which has windows. They use 
this to pack fish and make boxes. 

The engine house faces Commercial Street and it is a fine 
looking building. The front of it looks more like a cottage. In 
back of the storage there is a long wharf where the boats come 
with fish and land. The storage has a few boats of their own. 
They carry on a big business especially in the summer time. This 
cold storage is a good thing because they employ a lot of men. 
There are also some more cold storages in town. 
THE AFTER EFFECTS: 

In the western part of this town, there is an imposing looking 
piece of architecture, which at first sight - one might suppose to 
be anything but a cold storage house. It is adjacent to the shore, 
proximity to the water being very desirable because of the nature 
of the businses. 

The building is constructed of wood, and altho it is hy no 
means a Singer Building, it does deceive strangers who commit 
the grave error of confounding it with a cottage. Why is it, I 
wonder, that people always tend toward the incorrect when they 
make a mistake. But let us not become too philosophical; let us 
rather dig out the psychological reason for this error. Offhand, I 
should say that altho the height does not detract from the sym-
metry of the building, the mistake might be due to an uncon-
scious comparison on the part of the observer with the sur-
rounding buildings, causing a somewhat confusing image to be 
focused on the retina. 

The top floor contains all the windows of the building, and is 
reserved for fish packing nnd box making. There is also an ad-
joining engine house which thoroughly conforms with the appear-
ance o.f the bigger building. 

Each plant possesses a certain number of boats, and these are 
employed to transport fish from the weirs to the wharf. Viewing 
the matter from an economical point of view, cold storages are 
advantageous to this community, and as there are several here, we 
should be inclined to view their disappearance with' apprehension. 

22 

Senior Echo
A Publicatioon oF 
Provl incetown
School Class of

A Senior. 

Given out by George Bryant at the Heritage Museum 10/9/96 
Slide lecture on cold storages, trap-fishing & the Charlotte 
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By George D. Bryant 

Fifty years ago, deep snow did not 
create the hysteria that it does today 
because most people didn't own cars. If 
they did, they usually had one and it 
was kept in a garage. Storescarrying 
necessities were spread through the 
town within walking distance of nearly 
everyone. 

Shovelingand removing snow was a 
social occasion in the order of fishing 
and fighting fires. Anyone big enough 
to wield a shovel was hired by the town. 
Schoolwas not usually canceled and if 
it were, you had to walk to the school to 
find out. 

The two boys standing in the moving 
truck are in the center oftown where I 
grew up. Anthony Souzawas one of the 
local barbers and you can see the base 
of his electric pole in the upper right 
comer of the photograph. It was situ-
ated where the Galleria Bar of the 
Town House Restaurant is now. Inside 
he had displayed on the wall a large 
collection of rope knots fixed to a board. 

SammyJanoplis knew everyone on 
the block and both of us were in and out 
of hisfather Mike's and his uncle Sam's 
Mayflower Cafe at least a half-dozen 
times a dayOffseason, Paul Lambert 
and his wife, the owners of the Provin-
cetown Advocate, would gather in the 
late afternoon at the barwith friends. 

I suspect that they wrote most of the 
weekly news there too. I recall a never-
ending argument that they carried on 
from time to time for years there with 
clam warden John Gaspie and writer 
John Dos Passos about whether clam-
ming was fishing or farming. 

If there was ever a section of town 
where Greek immigrants thrived this 
was it. John Summers, the father of 
Kay Rivard and the grandfather of 
Charlie and Billy Rogers, had a restau-
rant where the Surf Club is today. 

Nick Melotopolis's first restaurant 
was in the building now occupied by 
Coconuts at 294 Commercial St. Nick 
was one of the founders of SCRAM, a 

The Advocate, Thursday, January 18, 1996 

Snow fifty years ago 

good-government organization of 20 
ears ago and always one of the leading 

Romeosin town. Alec Sideropolishad a 
fruitstand where the Town House Mall 
s. 
The only Greek business family re-
oved from the center were the James 
atenoses who had a shoe store at 212 
ommercial St., opposite the PostOf-
ce. 
The harbor used to start directly be-
indAntonio Brito's Portuguese Bak-
ry. Though he generated a tremen-

dous quantity of ash from the coke he 
urned in the bread ovens, he con-

stantly implored his neighbors to pro-
ect his property from the sea by dump-

ing their ashes there as well, which is 
oughly where the Comfort Stationis 
ocated. From the top of 294 Commer-

cial St. (which is above the heads of the 
oys in the truck) where my family 

oncelived,youcourdwatchyourSatur- the 1920's before the advent of swift 
day bath water and everyone else's product recall, Dawson's had inadvert-
bubble up in the harbor less than 200 entlybrewedabatchofextraordinarily 
feet away. laxative beer which acted like dyna-

Many houses on both sides of Com- mite and sent people racing to the 
mercial Street had no cesspools and casinha (ka-zeen'-ya) all over South-
simply piped their raw sewage directly eastern Massachusetts. 
into our well-flushed harbor. Just past Frank Roza's barber shop 

Joe Dirsa ran a coffee shop near the was the original Lands End Marine 
Portuguese Bakery for a few years. Supplyin the building now occupied by 
Before the Star Theater was removed the PostOffice Cafe. Here Sammyand 
from this wonderfully varied yet safe - I would buy a pound of nails every 
neighborhood gypsies would camp each other day. When we were 12 or 13, we 
summer. The doors of the theater were built a cottage on the property that my 
hooked open and inside women hung grandmother used for clothes-drying 
curtains to form cubicles for telling purposes. 
fortunes. We knew that it was built well, but I 

Just beyond the bakery in the pho- couldn't have been more surprised 
tography I can see the sign of Capt. when I learned that the sole source of 
Joseph Roberts's Liquor Mart. It is a heat for the occupants had been an 
brewery sign bearing the advertise- electric frying pan. 
ment of Dawson's of New Bedford. In 



--

Christmas, 1948 photographed by artist George Yater for a Christmas card. The steeple of the Congregational 
Church next to Town Hall is still in place. More original Christmas cards from George Bryant's collection on page 5. 



The AdvocateThursday, December 21, 1995 

Holiday cards as art 
Greeting cards and holiday cards constitute some of the best andmost 

interesting products of local artists over the years. These are from George 
Bryant's large collection. The captions are fromhis comments. 

The office of Dr. DanielHiebert at 322 CommercialSt., now the 
location of Pilgrim Variety and other stores. Cardcirca 1940s.

For several winters after World War II, Bruce McKain traveled to Sarasota, Fla. 
to paint for Ringling Bros. Barnum and Bailey Circushencethe tropical theme. 
Bruce was the dean of Provincetown artists for many years. 

Harriet Adamswas one of Provincetown's first real estate agents, and her husband 
ran a trucking business. They lived at 3 Kendall Lane. District Attorney Phil Rollins 
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From

Catherin AND 

John McCoy

The McCoyswere annual summer visitors from the 1930sto 1950sA long 
view of Provincetown was a favorite of many artists. 

Cardfrom the late 1940sby Edith Thomas. The senders.ofthe card . 
were from The Bonedome Construction Co. with the motto, "We'lldo 
anything, sometime- but please don't hurry us!"

Dr. Eaton built in the 1920sthe house now owned by. 
Norman Mailerat 627 CommercialSt.



The parents of Napi and Moe VanDereck produced this card 
onthe eve of World War II. 

. Holiday cards as art 
Greeting cards and holiday cards constitute some of the best and most 

interesting products of local artists over the years. Cards produced for their 
personal use often offer an incisive view of the artist's basic feelings and sense 
ofhumor. Some artists made a small business of designing cards for others. One,
Helen Norcross, created a national greeting card company. 

The cards that are the most dated tend to reflect the politics and stresses.ofthe 
times in which they were produced. Today, at the end of the 50thanniversary of 
Word War II, the cards related to that event and the subsequent peace have a 
special interest. _ 

A good card is fun to look at again and again. These are from George Bryant's 
large collection. The captions are from his comments. 

A 1940sprint of the 
Horace and Jo 
Hallett house at 81 
Bradford St.by 
their daughter Pat,
who is also an 
accomplished 
photographer. 

1920scard by John M. Foster, 562 CommercialSt.,a graphic artist who 
married a local girl, ChristineNickerson, who taught us all to dance. Jack 
wasgraduated from Princeton the same year as F. ScottFitzgerald. 

No artist and teacher was associated withProvincetown longer 
than Henry Hensche. Cardfrom the 1940s.
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A card prociuced byEdith Thomas for the Mayos when they owned Dr. Dears' former house at 
the corner of Conway and Commercial Streets in Provincetown. Card sent in 1958. -

; __ 

Nez Hogan was an authorof children's books. Her 
activities were consistently tracked in the Prov-
incetown Advocate during the 1930s '40sand '50s.
Like many other local artists and writers, she 
celebrated the end ofWo_r.ld War II in her greetings. 

Holiday ·cards 
as art 

Greeting cards and holiday cards consti-
tute some of the best and most interesting 
products oflocal artists over the years. How 
many do you recognize? . 

These are from George Bryant's large col-
lection. The captions are from his comments. 

Frankie and.Helen Henderson's house at 
579 Commercial St. in Prpvincetown. A 
Coast Guardsman, he was a selectmanand 
raconteur. For niany years, Helen wasthe 
sole employee of the Provincetown Advocate. 
Bryant suspects this card, which cost two 

cents to send in 1950wasdone by Edith 
Thomas. 

Page 5

.. 

Wishes All Merry Xmas
WASHINGTON Dec. 25 , 1942.-Mand 

Mrs. Heaton Vorse of PROVINCETOWN -
Mass. endurlnK DD. C. tor the duration.
toldreportersyesterday that the y wished
everyone Season's Greetings

When Vorse wasfound yesterday por-
ing over dusty volumes in the Library
o( Congress he s aid . "Since the Army 
doesn'twantme I am glad some branch
of the government does but I do ml~.<~> 

- going tlHhlng on a Saturdayafternoon.
Mrsa. VorsewaR in534fi323eatherdesk

in the District Buildingcomplete ly sur-
rounded with files on government renl 
estateandfeverishlytrying t o sortthem 
out. When asked why, she said, "Well
somebodyhas to get a clenr titleon the
new Army Pentagon Building."

Both Vorscs assurdthe press that the
Log was by nomeans rorgotten orevenr
shelved for rhe duration "Soon itwill
be reborn biggerand bette r than ever,'
they said -

Heaton's business phone is Nnllonnl 
2122. Ex . 286, and Daqphne" is Nationa
8885. Ex . 7. They live at 123 Sixth St.
N.E. and their home phone is Frnnk llu 
2844. 

Sincebothpartiesare employed itis
rumored that all Log subscriber and 
Mass friendsvisitinginD.C.can expect

Longtime Provincetown Advocate columnist 
Heaton Vorse, whose column was called "South
Wind,"chose an ersatz newspaperarticle for his 
1942Christmas card. The Log he refers to was a 
news sheetproduced in mimeograph form by 
Vorse prior to World War II. It was basically a 
detailingof Provincetown gossip. Daphne, whose 
real name was Evelyn Lawson, later wrote a book 
on Cape Codtheater. 

Whensaddle shoeswereKing. Watercolor byWendy HackeEverett,
who is now quite famous for her paintings on watering cans. Card 
from the 1940s. 

... 

. .... ... 

Manuel F Pat"Pa.trick and his wife Hilda, who sent this
card,startedtheFlagshiprestauraninProvincetonw
.... .. . . . -



Christmas, 1948 photographed by artist George Yater for a Christmas card. The steeple of the Congregational 
Church next to Town Hall is still in place. More original Christmas cards from George Bryant's collection on page 5 . 

The Advocate, Thursday, January 4, 1996 
r 

George Hallett and his wife Jo dressed in antique 
costume for this card from the 1940s.1Ie was the 
president of the First National Bank of Provincetown, 
which later became Shawmut, and the financial 
kingpinof the area for decades. Mrs. Hallett now lives 
with her daughter in Florida. 

Holiday cards 
as .art 

Greeting cards and holidaycardsconsti-
tute some of the best andmost interesting 
products of localartistsover the years. 
How many do you recognize? 

These are fromGeorge Bryant's large 
collectionThe captions are from his com-
ments. 

. 

_ 
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World War I: Submarines. 
and summer cottages 
By George D. Bryant 

World War I broughtmorethan U-
Boats to CapeCod.At that time,a new 
kind of summer house was developing 
to meet the needs ofthe local well-to-do 
professionals and businessmenand the 
swelling number of seasonal residents. 

For the first time since the 17th cen-
tury, a house was being built and fin-
ishedalmost entirely of wood, using an 
internal partition and floor-support 

vertical boards fit into wooden chan-
nels (approximately 2 and 1/8-in. wide 
by 1 and 1/8-in.high), which held them
in place. The key to the whole system 
was the right-angle linking of these 
individual flimsy walls: where the walls 
were nailed together at right angles 
they were quite rigid. Theysupported 
not only the second floors but also the 
roofs. (As the years passed and houses 
were sold, changes were often made to 
the internal plans of the houses which 

Beach Pointhome built by Dr. Frank O.Cass

system that wasquite different than 
anything ever seen here before. Sel-
dom was any plasterused.Indeed, the 
external walls were almost never fin-
ished on the inside. 

The house pictured here was one of 
them, built on the southern end of 
Beach Point, Truro, by Dr. Frank O.
Cassof Provincetown for the nse of his
family, I amtold. 

There were variations in the manner 
of construction and in the materials 
used, but in general there was more 
similarity than difference, The founda-
tions were either made of brickpiers or 
red cedar posts. The framing was usu-
ally eastern spruce, and generally it 
was a limited range of 4-by-6's, 2-by-6's 
2-by-S's and'2-by-4's. Often thframe
members were spacedrather widely, 
leading to sags lateron.But a remark
able number of the houses' exterior 
walls were built in a mannerthat ap-
proximates the modern building code. 

All of the sheathing and interior walls 
were usually made of 1-by-6, tongue-
and-groove southernpine. Onthe exte-
riorwalls it was laidhorizontally, but 
on the interiorpartitions the orienta-
tion was vertical. At the floor and ceil-
ing level ofthe interiorwalls, these 

disrupted the old support system and 
resulted, quite frequently, in some 
badly deformed houses.) 

The floors were usually 1-by-4, 
tongue-and-groove vertical grain south-
ern pine of the highest quality. Almost 

. invariably there was no subfloor, and 
the pine was nailed directly into the 
joists. If anyinteriorfinished was done, 
it was usually either clear or asphal-
tum varnish. 

There were usually either two or three 
rooms downstairs: a living room with a 
fireplace, a kitchen and an extra room.
Upstairs; either four or five bedrooms 

. were found. If there was a bathroom at 
all it was usually adjacent to the 
kitchen. 

There were always one or two large 
decks on the house, which is where 
most of the family spent days. If some-
one in the family suffered from TB, a 
sleeping porch was usually added. 

There were usually tiny clo.sets at-
tached to the bedrooms upstairs, and 
sometimes there would be a storage 
attic. The interior doors were five-panel, 
made of either pine,cypress or Dou-
glas-fir. The wmdows were made of 
native or southern pine and were ar-
ranged in various light patterns, but 6-

over-1 were very common. The 8-
light sash in the Casshouse was 
rather wider than normal. 

The chimney usually had two 
unlined flues. Oneserved the fire-
place. A smaller one behind it was 
provided for the inevitable kitchen 

Continued to page 25 

Dr. Frank O.Casswith his chil-
dren Patricia and Kendall. He 
practiced medicine here for over 20 
years starting aboutthe time of 
World War I. Dr. Casswas origi-
nally from CandaI am told. He 
was a classmate andgood friend of 
Dr. Truesdale, who founded the 
well-known hospital in Fall River 
(now the CharltonMemorial Hos-
pital). 

As a result of this relationship, 
many "natives of Provincetown 
now in their 50s and 60s wereborn 
in Bristol County. Patricia mar-
ried and moved to California and 
Kendall operated a truckingcom-
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Submarinessummercottages 
Continued from page 23 

coal range. 
The sides were mostly shingled. Both 

they and the roofs generally had red 
cedar shingles on them. The pine trim 
was always painted, and the favored 
colors were ivory and darkgreen. Cop-
per or brass screening were the norm. 
Since the exterior walls were not fin-
ished on the inside, there was little 
possibility that storm-driven rainwa-
ter could collect in a wall void and 
progressively rot the structure: Water 
that entered would eventually dry up 
without doing much damage. 

F.A. Days and Sons of Provincetown 
built many of these wonderful houses 
on the Lower Cape.In a number that I 
have examined, I have found "Manuel
Avila"written, among others, on build-
ing timers. He was a thoughtful and 
highly skilled craftsman who lived at 
120Bradford St. and worked for Days 
for many years. 

New building techniques weren't the 
onlyadvances local people experienced 
at that time. We associate World War I 
with the beginning 'of air warfare, but 
submarines also appeared in humbers 
for the first time. CapeCodwas, natu-
rally, heavily affected. The USS 
Bushnell, a submarine tender, was sta-
tioned in Provincetown for nearly the 
duration, and our harbor became and 
important rendezvous for American 
submarines. (Oneof the Bushnell crew 
members, Paul D. "Shorty" Warren 
stayed onand is buried here with my 
grandmother. You will still see his old 
taxi/ambulance Massachusetts license 
tag- 16505-on a vehicle in town.) 

The German U-Boatscreated havoc 
with U.S.shipping throughout the war, 
and mqnyof their conquests took place 
close to our shores.Their usual proce-
dure was to surface near one ofour 
vessels, order the crew members into 
lifeboats or dories, then place a bomb 
or shoot to destroy her. The procedure 
was a bit more gentlemanly than the 
way things are done now in warfare, 
but it was destructive nevertheless. 
Some of the finest old wooden whalers 
and fishing vessels went straight to the 

bottom
These days no one pays much atten-

tion to the excitement that World War 
I created along our vulnerable shore, 
yet there are shelves full of materials 
on playwright Eugene O'Neill and his 
friends, who happened to live hereat 
the same time. In these accounts, na-
tive CapeCoddersare oftenportrayed 
as rubes and hopelessly inbred. In some, 
even people who were handicapped 

have been held up to ridicule. 
If you wish to expose yourself to some-

thing different, try German Subs in 
Yankee Waters, by WilliamJ. James. It 
was published at the outbreak ofWorld 
War II, and it has terrific illustrations· 
by an artist named Dupont. With a 
little effort you should be able to find a 
.copy. James was born in Provincetown 
about 1901,the son of Manuel James, 
a trap fisherman who lived at 487-9 
Commercial St.He was graduated from 
Wesleyan University in Middletown, 
Conn.and taught at Suffield Academy, 
Suffield, Conn.He was the first Prov-
incetown writer of Portuguese ances-
try. His material is good, first-hand 
and accurate. 
.His description of the U-156German 

attack at Orleans is particularly good. 
While trying to sink an American tug-
boat, the Perth Amboy, the sub captain 
on July 21, 1918lobbed shots onto the 
shore, making East Orleans theonly 
place on Americansoil where enemy 
fire hit during the war. 

The most amusing story that James 
relates is about a trick played by the 
elderly white Yankee master ofa 
whaler. His crew was composed en-
tirely of young black mariners. The 
captain managed to save the vessel 
and the oil cargoby convincing the 
German boarding officer that she was 
owned by impoverished blacks in Mis-
sissippi who would be left destitute if 
anything happened to her. 

The vessel was in fact owned by 
shrewd and unpretentious Yankees in 
New Bedford. A Wesleyan classmate of 
James once told me about his first job 
in the early 1920s, selling securities for 
a Springfield bank. He was told to call
upon aMr.CrapoinN ew Bedford, who 
was involved in the last days of whal-
ing and who was considered a good
customer. 

He found Mr. Crapo's building along 
the waterfront easily enough, but won-
dered as he wqalkedup the steep stairs 
in a rather dingy building if he had the 
right place. At the top, .behind two 
glass-paned doors, were two men in a 
small room. Behind a roll-top desk was 
Mr. Crapo. His assistant worked with 
a steel pen on ledgers placed upon 
stand-up desks. The only wall decora-
tions were a calendar and interest 
tables. 

He said Mr. Crapolistened carefully
to his presentation, then requested the 
salesman return in an hour or two so 
he would have a chance to meet with 
his partner. When the salesman came 
back, he was matter-of-factly presented 
with a completed bank draft for $1 
million and anorderfor the securities. 
He said it was the easiest and most 
surprising sale he ever made. 
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Recycled: The tower-like base of a turn-of-the-century wooden water tank was recent-
ly moved from WellfJ.eet to Truro and restored as a painting studio by Provincetown 
architect George Bryant, shown above, saving it from demolition. 

Staff Photo by Joyce Johnson 
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The Settlement of Cape Cod 

Provincetown begins life as an 'industrial park' 
Plymouth, Mass. Bay Colonies merge, 

the Province Lands are named 
By George D. Bryant 

Three-hundred and seventy-five years of a cul-
ture is not long by any standard. I learned that in 
Peru. . 

Early in 1963 I noticed for the first time that the 
gravel surfaceson the variousmainsquares in the 
isolated villages of the Department de Huancavelica 
were not stones at all but, for the most part, small 
bits of ancient pottery. 

They were, on the average, the size of a cornflake. 
If you examined them carefully it became apparent 

. that more than 5,000years of broken culture was 
regularly trod by the descendants of the Incas, their 
predecessors and now by a few us Peace Corps 
volunteers. 

OurNew England climate is not as generous to 
ancient objects that have been left exposed to the 
elements. Onlyseldom do the bits and pieces of our 
colonial past remain. Ourrainy weather and the 
annual freeze/thaw cycles hasten the destruction of 
historic artifacts. Rare indeed are Native American 
objects more than 200years old. 

There are,of course, many exaggerated claims 
made for objects that supposedly came over on the 
Mayflower and on other early vessels, enough ma-
terial, it has often been said, to fill a fleet of modern 
ships. 

The real contribution that the early English made 
to the future understanding of their culture was not 
a collection of wrought objects but rather records in 
the formof letters, wills, court documents and 

. governmental proceedings. Oncethey were able to 
establish themselves in PLYMOUTHand Boston the 
ink flowed. 

The pILGRIMSand their close relatives the pURI-
tans saw themselves as the ancient Jews going into 
Israel and they' wanted to document it all. 
aSPARTof a recognition of the past, court DOCU-
ments of both colonies, THEPlymouth cOLONYand 
the Massachusetts Bay Colony, were copied and 
printed OVER100years ago by the state and sent to 
each Town Hall in THECommonwealth. Provin
etown still hasa fair number of the volumes stored 
away. 

They show that the early settlers had to deal with 
problems of a universal nature from the beginning; 
although many had imagined themselves as saints, 
or true believers. No.thing was left out and the 
contents could be blunt. 

Early in the Plymouthrecords, for example, is the 
case ofMary and the Indian. Shewas found to have
fornicated with him and was punished more se-
verely because, as awhite woman, she should have 
known better. 

What do we know of the settlement of the Outer
Capefrom the records and objects left behind by our 
forebears? It is clear that for the first 40or 50year.s 
the government of Plymouth had little interest in 
our part of CapeCod. We know far more about 
Mary, officially, thanwe know of the happenings 
here at thesameperiod. 

Nearly all of the explorers before the Pilgrims
called at the Cape's end and wrote about the abun-. 
danceof fish and whales in "Cape Cod Harbor."
Henry Hudson even claimed to have seen a mer-
maid off the Highland. Governor Bradford and 
other laterwriters both in Plymouth and Boston 
made numerous references to the OuterCapebut 
they were almost always about accidents of unusual 
events and not a running chronicle. 

What is now Provincetown and Truro, by the way, 
was very early called CapeCod.The rest of what we 
now know as the Capewas not. The early settle-
ments ofSandwich, Barnstable and Yarmouth were 
not considered by their settlers to be on CapeCod.
Their CapeCod was more likely just a seasona
fishing station- before thearrival of the Pilgrims

and afterward. 
Onlyin the mid-1600do we find official refer-

ences to the end of the Cape. The harbor and shores 
here were leased for one or more years to individu
als or groups not only for fishingand whaling but 
also for processing purposes. Onseveral occasions 
the proceeds from the leaseswere used to support 

the free schools in the towns.in Plymouth Colony. 
In this way the Capetip became the first industrial 

park in New England. 
The principal fishing apparatus in those daysap-

pears, from ttherecords, to have been the sweep seine 
net, which could be very effectively used on the sandy 
bottom of CapeCodBay. Oneend was anchored on 
the shore and the other end was swept around in an 
arc by men in a boat. The seines were oftenmore than 
one-hundred feet long. Many fish could be easily 
caught in a short period of time. 

Although there are no records confirming this, it is 
logical to assume that sheds would have been built 
along the harbor's edge to store the apparatus and 
other equipment between fishing seasons. A few 
people may have remained as year-round watchmen. 

Settlers probably started to really call the Cape
End home at the time of King William III,William of 

Orangein the 1690s.By the time Provincetown was 
incorporated in 1727 several generations of fisher-
men would have comeand gone.

Plymouth Colony was amalgamated with the Mas-
sachusetts Bay Colony in 1692 and the Province of 
Massachusetts Bay was formed. It is only from that 
year that the term "Province Lands"was used. 

For a period of about years afterward the provin-
cial government in Boston seems to have taken little 
interest in what was goingon out here. 

In comparison Plymouthwas a like a Third-World 
colony. 

By 1636 Massachusetts Bay Colony had estab-
lished 17 towns around and west of Boston. Ply-
mouth, on the other hand had only created three. 
Sandwich, Barnstable and Yarmouth did not become 
incorporated until three years later. 

__ 

- ---- -- ---. 
-----.-------: 

-
--- ------- - . - -----------

----- ------
== -- - --

. --

This popular 17th century map shows the division of the Plymouth (l.) and Massachusetts Bay ColoniesThe 
thin diagonal line near the center is approximately the boundary between Norfolk, Bristol and Plymouth 
Counties. It was an adjustment to the vertical line, a latitude that was once the boundary, which appears to 
put the OuterCapein the Mass Baycolony
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Provincetown was a tough place to hew a living 
Editor's note: In the shadow of the growth of the 

Masschusetts Bay Colony and the decline of the 
Plymouth Colony Provincetown germinated, a tiny 
fishing outpost inhabited by transient, hardened 
men and perhaps very few, if any, women. 

Whereas the rest of the Capewas inhabited by men 
who tilled the earth and stayed close to their land, 
Provincetown was different. And it remains different 
to this day. 

In 1705William Clap (Clapp ofClapps Pond) wrote 
an often-cited letter to Paul Dudley, a high Provin-
cial official, seeking to be appointed a regulator ofthe 
shore fisheries. Here is the text: 

"Cape Cod, July 13th, 1705
SquireDudly, 
Sir:- After all due sarvis and Respecks to your

Honnor wishing you all happynes boath hear and 
hearafter I mack bould to inform your honnor that i 
have liveed hear at the Cap this 4 year and I have 
very often every year sien that her majesty has been 
very much wronged ofhar dues by these con try peple 
and other whall men as corns heara whalen every 
year which taks up drift whals which was never 
killed by any man which fish i understand belongest 
to har magiesty and had i poweri could have seased 
severl every year and lickwies very often hear is 
opportuyty to seas vesels and goods which are upon 
a smoglen acompt. i believe had i had a comishon $0 

to do i could have seased a catch this last weak which 
had most oftharmen out land ish men ijudge porteges. 
Shelay hear a week and a sloop i beleve did thar 
bisnes for them: sir I shall be veryRedy to sarves har 
magisty in eitherof this or any thing els thet i may 
be counted worthy if your honor see case to pre cure 
a commishon of his Excelency for mewith 
instrocktions I shall by the help of God be very 
faithful in my ofes- one thing more I mak bould to 
inform your honnor that hear are a gret meny men 
which goues fishing at this harbor and som times the 
french corns hear and then every one vons his way 
becasthey have no one to hud them. i myself have 
beena souferorsince i livedhear, being cared away 
by a small sloop and hear was 130men and several 
brave sloops and no hand, a capt. about 12 mles
distance, but we may be all tacken at the Cap and be 
no nothing of it. i levef it to yourhonnors consider-
ation and mack bold to subskribe my selef your

hombld and unworthy sarvnt 
Wm. Clap. 
"SirI am a stranger to your selefbut if you plese to 

inquier of Capt. Sorthwarkann he can inform your 
honnor whether i am capebel of any such sarvis. 

"To the honnored Mr. Pall Dudley, Esquier att 
Boston." 

Mr. Clap actually succeeded in securing his com-
mission, but Provincetown had a long bumpy road 
through the 18th Century before any real stability 
came about. The Revolutionary War and the Warof 
1812 depopulated the town and it wasn't until about 
1820that success became assured. 

Provincetown's problem of gettingestablished in a 
firm mannerwas one that bedeviled most of Ply-
mouth Colony from the beginning. Though the Puri-
tans landed in Boston 10years after the Pilgrims, it 
was not long before the newer colony was the pre-
dominant one by far. 

In another well-known letter dated March 1631, 
Massachusetts Bay Colony Deputy governor Tho-
mas Dudley (the grandfather of Paul) describes his 
predicament in the new land to Lady Bridget, Count-
ess of Lincoln, England: 
"... having yet no table nor other room to write in 

than by this fireside upon my knee in this sharp 
winter, to which my family must leave to ' resort, 
though they break good manners and make me 
sometimes forget what I would say, and say what I 
would not"

Five years later he was the object of public criticism 
for having built what the other immigrants thought 
was a pretentious house. 

Twenty years after Dudley wrote to his friend and 
patroness another writer named Edward Johnson 
described a changed Boston: 

"The chiefe Edifice of this City-like Towne is eroded 
on the Sea-bankes, and wharfed out with great 
industry and cost, the buildings beautifull and large, 
some fairely set forth with Brick, Tile, Stoneand 
Slate,and orderly placed with comly streets, whose 
continuall inlargement presages some sumptuous 
City. 

"Thewonder of this moderne Age, that a few yeares 
should bring forth such great matters by so meane a 
handful ... But now behold the admirable Acts of 
Christ; at this his peoples landing, the hideous Thick-
ets in this place were such, that W olfes and Beares 

nurst up their young from the eyes of all beholders, 
in those very places where the streets are full of 
Girles and Boys sporting up and downe, with a 
continued concourse of people. good store of Shipping
is here yeaarly built, and some very faire ones: both 
Tar and Mastes and Countrey affords from its own 
soile; also store of Victuall both for their owne and 
Forreiners-ships, who resort hither for that end; this 
townis the very Martofthe Land, French, Portuga\ls 
and Dutch come hither for Traffique." 

The author 
George Bryant, Provincetown native and its 

unofficial historian, was the first native Cape
Codder to volunteer for the U.S.Peace Corps. 
Having joined before the assassination of 
President Kennedy, he was known as one of 
the Kennedy Kids. 

As an architect, he traveled with the Na-
tional Housing Bank of Peru writing specifi-
cations for new construction based upon the 
traditional building methods and skills of the 
country. This is how he came to notice and 
examine the pottery shards in the Plaza's de 
Armas. His technical work was incorporated 
into a book and manuaLentitled La Vivienda 
de la Clase Media'del Peru, of which he was a 
co-author. He is, needless tQ say, yet another 
descendant of StephenHopkins. 

His wife, Rosemary Elliott, MD, is a native 
of Northern Ireland, having grown up near 
Castlecoole, County Fermanagh and Belfast. 
Sheis more than familiar with the cult of 
William III. 

Geqrge said she has referred several times 
to Plimoth Plantation in Plymouth as "that 
revolting place," principally because of the 
assertive theme actors present there. Like 
many modern Irish she has no interest in the 
past, as it has beenused repeatedly as a 
political device there to prevent progress and 
to pass the sins of the parents onto the chil-
dren. 

"Youcan keep your old stories," she said to
George, "Iam only interested in the future." 

Ernestina to arrive with Mayflower II 
Last sailing ship to carry 
immigrants to America 

To celebrate the 375th Anniversary of the Pilgrims' 
First Landing in America, the 101-year-old Massa-
chusetts Tall ShipErnestina will join Mayflower II 
ahd Hindu at MacMillan Pier July 18, 19 and 20.

The Ernestina, now a sailing-school vessel, will 
open to the public for tours and an informal educa-
tional program. The Hindu, a private yacht built as 
a half-scale replica of a Grand Banks schooner, is 
based in Provincetown, where it takes passengers for 
sailing tours. 

SchoonerErnestina's visit to Provincetown is espe-
cially significant as the last surviving sailing ship 
representing the long history of in migration to 
America's shores. Between 1948 and 1965, Ernestina 
was involved in a regularpacket trade between the 
Cape Verde Islands, 300miles off the West Mrican 
coast, Providence, R.I. and Southeastern Massachu-
setts. The excitement of opportunity in a new land 
and the stress of uncertainty must have stirred 
emotions of immigrants on both vessels as Massa-
chusetts loomed on the horizon. 

SchoonerErnestina has another special signifi-
cance to Provincetown. From 1925 until1946 SChoo-
ner Ernestina, then named the Effie M. Morrissey, 
sailed north under the command of Capt. "Bob"
Bartlett to explore the shores of Greenland and 
Baffin Island. Admiral Donald MacMillan plied the 
same watersbetween 1921 until1954 on his well- . 
known SchoonerBowdoin. 

MacMillan and Bartlett were both key members of 
the infamous 1908-09 Peary expedition to the 
North Pole. They dramatically expanded the knowl-
edge and understanding of the Arctic in successive 



PROVINCETOWN BANNER

Thirty-four Provincetown eighth 
grade students sailed the clipper 
ship Ernestinafrom Woods Hole 
through the Cape Cod Canal to 
Provincetown on May 30. During 
the 11-hour sail, students took 
turns at various tasks, including_ 
standing watch, steering, lookout 
and navigation. They also 
learned about ship orientation, 
humans' impact on the environ-
ment, and marine biology. Fol-
lowingare their observations: 

Steering the boat ... going under the 
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Ernestina 
·Memories 

bridge ... Listening to stones in the 
fish hold ... standing at the helm 
steering the ship ... talking with my 
friends while looking at the clouds 
... steering the boat through the 
waves ... standing by the side of the 
boat watching people tum green, 
very cold soaking wet, all salty, 
wearing orange rubber pants ... hav- . 
ing fun ... standing by the side with 
waves crashing over ... getting wet 
... driving the boat ... sitting on the 
bowsprit ... getting pneumonia ... 
sitting on a seat bored and freezing 
cold, not feeling my toes ... standing 

at the bow watching waves crash 
over the boat ... sitting in the fish 
hold with eyes closed feeling the 
rocking of the seat ... standing up in 
the bow of the boat watching how 
the big ship went up and down on 
the huge waves ... spray coming 
over the bow ... up in the bow look-
ing ahead for what will come next ... 
standing on the bow moving up and 
down with the moving swells get-
ting sprayed by the water ... swells 
crashing into the boat as an onward 
wind blows it back .. . driving the 
boat through the canal. 



Schooner Erne'stina carries local 
students on education trips · 

By Lucas Colavecchio dents who made . the three-hour trip. 
"Thestudents were taught lessons on 

The schooner Ernestinaset sail from how to navigate and sail. "The crew 
Wood's Hole to ProvincetowHarbor demonstrated leadership skills· to the 
May30withseveralProvincetownHigh students,said Rathgeber. 
School students on board. He said the students enjoyed the trip. 

The schooner is part of the Depart- "Theyliked the chance to d.o something 
ment of Environmental Managemen that was valuable but different.Rath-
educational program. The ship pro- gebet pointed out the important mes-. ' vi des a variety of educational activities sage the crew of the Ernestina con-
forstudents from fourth grade right on veyed to the student leaders was one of 
through to high school. teamwork. "They stressed how vital 
, The Ernestina is hosting a series of teamwork is"he said. 
programs for .students ofthe Capeand The leadership cruise was separate 
islands communities . Theschooner has from the cruise the PHSeighth grade 
opened its programs up to students took from Woods Hole to Provincetown 
~nd teachers. from the school systems the day before. Due to rough seas, au · 
of Falmouth, Sandwich, Yarmouth, but a few stude.nts succumbedto sea-
DennisChathqam,Harwich, Orleans sickness. The overnight program on 
Nauset, Provincetown, Nantucket, and board the ship was canceled due .to the 
Martha's Vineyard. sickness and bad weather. 

The program has received support On Sunday, the Ernestina opened its 
for its programs from the participating gangplank for the general public to 
school systems, the Community Foun- view the ship. On Monday, the ship 
dation of Cape Cod, Ocean Spray Cran- hosted the sixth grade from the Veter-
berries, Inc., Parker's boat yard, Mid- ans Memorial Elementary School. 
Cape Lions Club, Bourne-Sandwich TheErnestina,designatedaNational 
Rotary Club, Yarmouth Rotary Club, Historic Landmark in 1986, has a col-
Mass. Dept. ofEducation and the Mass. orful past. Launchedin 1894 as the 
Dept. of EnvironmentalManagement. ·Effie M. Morrissey, the schooner was · 

After the Ernestina's arrival in Prov- first used as a fishingvess.el. The schoo-
incetown, a student leadership cruise ner was considered to be the height of 
~nvolving student leaders from Har- technology at the turn of the century, 
wich, Dennis-Yarmouth, Chatham, being built for speed and possessing a 
Nauset and the Vocational Technical heavily ballasted hull to sustain the 
High Schools, hosted by Provincetown strong North Atlantic sea. 
HighSchool, took place. In 1926, the schooner, still under the 

Mike Rathgeber, PHS assistant to nameof the· Morrissey, began a 20-
the principal, chaperoned the 50 stu- Continued to page 27 . 

Schooner Ernestina 
Continued from page 25 

:year stint as an Arcticexploration ves-
sel. With the onset ofWorld War II, the · 

shipshipwas renamed Ernestina and was 
:commissioned by the United States 
Army and Navy to chart the. waters of 
:the North Atlantic. The schooner also 
:served as a supply ship for the Arctic 
inaval bases during that time. 

In 1946, the Ernestina was sunk in 
;an effort to save her from a devastating 
;fire. The schooner was raised shortly 
'after, sold for $7,000, and towed toN ew 
Bedford for repairs. 

During 1948 and 1965, the Ernestina 
made regular transatlantic trips be-

tween Verde, off the western coast 
of Africa and New England. In 1982, 
the Ernestina sailed to New England 
as a gift from the Republic of Cape 
Verde to the people of the United States 
of America. 

1983 marked the beginning of her 
new career as an educational resource 
vessel. 

The Ernestina was the only ship of 
the 250 Tall Ships at the Statue of 
Liberty Centennial to have actually 
carried immigrants to American soil. 

The Ernestina left Provincetown 
Harbor yesterday to continue its pro-
grams in Nantucket. 

6/ 6/ 96 



NOTE: Ernestina was supposed to arrive, but 
cancelled at the last minute. 

The Advocate Special Souvenir Section, Thursday, July 13, 1995 

Ernestina to arrive 
with Mayflower II 

Last sailing ship to carry 
immigrants to A me rica 

Continued from page 13 
trips north for such notable institu
tions as the Smithsonian Institution, 
American Museum ofN atural History, 
National Geographic Society, Museum 
of the American Indi an and New York 
Botanical Society, among others. One 
of the galleys in the Provincetown 
Museum at the Pilgrim Monument 
houses artifacts from MacMillan's 
many trips to the Arctic. 

The Ernestina was built in 1894 in 
Essex as the Effie M. Morrissey, a 
Grand Banks fishing schooner, during 
an era of extreme pride in craftsman-
ship. She fished the Grand Banks both 
winter and summer for more than 24 
years. Capt. Bartlett, shipmaster for 
Admiral Peary in his quest for the 
North Pole, acquired her for Arctic ex-
ploration in 1925. Under Bartlett, the 
Effie M. Morrissey went north for the 
next 20 years, including a stint for the 
U.S. Navy during World War II. 

After the war, Capt. Henrique 
Mendes purchased her to bring immi-
grants to the United States from the 
Cape Verde Islands off West Africa. 
She became the last regular Atlantic 
sailing packet, making a dozen 8,000-
mile round trips from the Cape Verde 
Islands to southern New England, car-
rying goods and passengers until1965. 
In 1982 she was given by the Republic 
of Cape Verde to the people of the 

United Sates as a symbol of the close 
ties between the lands. The Common-
wealth of Massachusetts was selected 
to hold the ship's title. 

Ernestina's seasonsof training and 
sea experience involve people of all 
ages and walks of life. Education pro-
grams and voyages include coastwise 
programs for inner city youth, organi-
zational leadership seminars, public 
and private school trips, dockside pro-
grams and community-based ·educa-
tion and services. 

Both dockside and under way, the 
vessel's educational programs and 
seminars are tailored to meet the spe-
cific needs of schools, colleges and other 

. educati9nal and cultural organizations. 
Staffeducators coordinate and comple-
ment programs and-activities, some of 
which take place under sail. Others are 
taught" at Ernestina's many ports of 
call. The ship continues to make his-
tory as a cultural resource rich in tra-
dition and diversity, often serving as a 
memorable setting for civic, social and 
corporate events. 

Schooner Ernestina is owned by the 
. Commonwealth of Massachusetts and 

is designated as a National Historic 
Landmark. 
. For information on how to become a 
member and step aboard the Ernestina 
for ,sails, call the Ernestina office at 
508-992-4900 in New Bedford. 
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The day a cross-section of New 
England joined together and 

solved a big problem 
· By George D. Bryant 

mis-directed bump or thump on the 
:For many of.us it wasn't possible to failing wooden tower supports could 

read The Advocate obituary of John have pitched the entire tower back 
Marshall of Truro some weeks ago through the main roof and into the 
out remembermg hisImportant contn- sanctuary of the church. Several work-
bution to structurally stabilizing the men could have been hurt or worse and .I 
tower of our Universalist-Unitarian the church would have been destroyed. 
Church. The Stefani brothers provided car-

Over 25 years ago Joe Acker, Jeff pentry and painting skills. They cut 
;Bosworth, Fritz Bultman and many the largehole in the front pediment 
other public-spirited people herebe-_ through which a Shaughnessy crane 
came alarmed at the rapid detenora- inserted the steel. -Ronnie White did 
tion of the church building, both inside the wiring and Norman Tierneypro-
and out. They founded a non-profit vided essential backup skills. The Marr 
(and non-church) corporation to ad- Company provided steel scaffolding. 
dress the situation. . The tower work was mostly completed 

By the early 1970s it was realized in one day. I can't fully describe how 
that swift action had to be taken and relieved ·we all were when night fell. 
the first priority seemed to be the sta- A few weeks later I was able to sign 
bilization of its unusual tower. Ray. off on anew shingle roof that was 
Rice Joe Seaman and I formed the mostly paid for by the federal govern-
building committee of the non-profit ment. It was a gift that we really hadn't 
group.We hired a structural engineer _ expectedBob Rettig ofthe Massachu-

named Tracey and consulted with Cliff l setts Historical Commission was re-
Pearce, who had designed another Ca ally responsible for it. Through the 
Cod masterpiece,· the ChristianSci- entireprocesswehadhisattentiveand 
ence Church in Chatham. We realized enthusiastic support. Today he is a 
very quickly that there wasn't enough principal in a Cambridge real estate 
money available to pay for even · the agency: Hammond, Ingram, Rettig, 
most necessary repairs. Beaty, Ellis andAndrews. 

At that point Josephine McKenna, a When it was all over we had a chance 
member of the group, called upon an to recapitulate the problems that the 
old friend and Truro native, John tower had developed over the years. 
Marshall. For many years he had been We discovered that where it intersected 
a principal in a large family-owned ' the main roof of the building it was 
construction business based in Rhode primarily supported on its four cor-
Island. Using his talents and contacts ners. Bit by bit through the decades of 
_he was able to persuade a steel fabri- its existence the rear two corners had 
eating and erection firm (Antonelli of settled more than the front two. The 
Milton) to provide and install critical reason was quite clear. The front two 
steel supporting members under the wereunderpinnedbyverticalpoststhat 
towerforanamountofmoneythatwas ran directly down to the brick founda-
certainly below their costs. tion of the building. The rear corners 

The actual assembly of the steel rested on a heavy wooden horizontal 
beams and posts took place within the beam that transferred the weight of 
cavernous attic of the church. It was a the back half of the tower to more 
hairy_ and dangerous procedure. One Continued to page-33 

. ; 

Church tower 
Continued from page 23 

widely spaced vertical posts. This beam
had sagged and cracked over a penod 
of 120years. Furthermore, it deflected 
somewhat every time the wind blew 
againstthe tower. 

The old Yankee designers probably 
•wanted the tower to move in the wind 
like a spar on a sailing ship, thinking 
;that the proper sort of movement would 
'prolong the life of the materials. The
;more widely spaced vertical posts m 
the rear of the tower allowed for more 
:flexibility in the layout of the choir loft 
i and the entrance to the sanctuary be-
low. . 

They ankees were not fully versed m 
beam theory, as any owner of an old 
hhouse will know. Limber floors and 
ssaaggingbeams did not bother them. I 
:suppose that if you spent a career dane-
: ing fore and aft on the pitching deck of 
: a sailing ship any building beam firmly 
supported on two ends was considered 
as good as bedrock. . . . 

It was a wonderful and inspiringex-
perience to have known John Mars_ha!l 

I :and to have been part of a team that 
'quickly stabilized what is conside:ed 

: the most architecturally _outstandmg .. 
public building on the Lower Cape. 

. .. . . . 
. ... 

. .. 
. 



One of the most spectacular views of the Universalist tower was from Grace 
Hall's house. Sheis shown here withfriends framing the spire. The church had 
been built about 50 years before this photograph was taken on her front porch, but 
it can be clearly seen that it was already inclined toward the' north and in the 
process leaning over the main roof and the sanctuary. 

Grace unintentionally became one of the greatest financial benefactors of the 
town as theparking lot that was bulldozed out of her homestead has contributed 
millions to the treasury. This: wasn't her intention. She willed the property to the 

. schools, probably thinking that it could be used to extend the high school building 
adjacent to it or provide outside recreation areas. Instead the town let the house, 
which had been the original Orthodox manse and one of the most important 
buildings here, fall apart. · 

Grace L. (Hall) Fielding was a native of Provincetown who married Hiram 
Henry "Harry" Hall, of Dennis after a long courtship. He was an international . 
postal clerk. Within a year of their marriage he drowned, along with 350 other 
people, when the steamship Elbe sank in the North Sea in January 1894. She was 
terribly shaken and never remarried. 

(My thanks to Becky Comee Lippincott, PHS 1933, for information on Mrs. 
Hall.) 

G.B. 
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From Provincetown to 
Mauritius and beyond 

By George D. Bryant 

Partone of two 
Provincetown launched the third 

greatest number of whaling cruises 
in the history of the American whale 
fishery after New Bedford and Nan-
tucket, so many accounts of their ac-
tivitiesshould have been produced. 

Althoughvessel logs and govern-
mental statistics abound, literature 
published about Provincetown whal-
ing activity is limited. An interesting 
small book: "The Thrilling Adven-
tures of the Whaler Alcyone," was 
printed in 1916 and is about one of 
ours. The primary purpose of the au-
thor, George Barker, seems to have 
been the promotion of himself, his 
sheet music business, along with his 
violin and mandolin training schools. 
It is also obviously written with the 
abilities and interests of young read-
ers in mind. 

The text rambles, but it focuses on 
the experience that the author had 48 
years before serving as a crew mem-
ber on the Provincetown whaling 
schooner AlcyoneThe book is direct 
and informative even if it is stiffly
written in the third person. The nu-
merous line drawings illustrating the 
story were produced by Herman Popp 
ofBoston. They make the book rather 
special. some of the information that 
Barker provides does not exactly 
square with documents about the 
cruise that are available, but the dif-
ferences are minor and probably re-
flect the tricks that the passage of 
time played on his mind. 

The schooner Alcyonewas built by 
John G. Whitcomb at his shipyard 
next to the former Bryant's Market at 
467 Commercial St.The Civil War 
had made Cape Cod rich. Money was
being invested liberally in houses, 
stores and vessels. TheAlcyone's first 
cruise was under the commandof 
William T. Hudson in 1866. The whal-

' ing groundswere the South Atlantic 
and Indian Oceans. This continued a 
practice that had been started during 
the war because the Southern Hemi-

. sphere was considered relatively safe 
from Confederate raiders, such as the 
steamer Alabama. 

Theytookanyoil-bearingmammals 
available including sea elephants on 
Desolation Island. Barker's cruise con-
tinued that tradition because it had 
been found profitable even after hos-
tilities ended. 

George Barker brought absolutely 
no whaling talent to what was called 
generically the "oil business.He was 
designated a green hand. Actually 
the industry would have been help-
less without a steady supply of such 
amateurs, who consisted largely of 
city youth and farm boys. Who else 
would have been naive enough to at-
tempt such difficult tasks under un-
pleasant conditions? 

Barker was born in Boston in 1853. 
His father Thomas was an English 
immigrant who manufactured lace 
and his mother Jane Lorraine Fuller 
was a descendant of the original En-
glish settlers of Dorchester and 
Roxbury. There appear to have been 
no strong and loving family ties and 
George effectively left home at age 
12. Prior to the Alcyone cruise he 
worked briefly as an office boy in the 
music business in Boston. 

In sailing days Provincetown was a 
launching pad to the world and not 
just the end of Route 6, as it is today. 
Perhaps Barker and his friend came 
here on a lark. In any event, within a
few days of arriving in Provincetown 
they had appeared before US Cus-
toms agent Gifford and had signed 
themselves aboard for a foreign ad-

venture that lasted five years. 
I have furnished below some of the 

text and illustrations from the "Thrill
ing Adventures of the Whaler Alcy-
one."The enforcers of discipline that 
Barker refers to were the captain, 
W.H. Balwin of Nantucket, and Rob-
ert S.Craig, of East Boston. Only one 
member of the crew on this voyage, 
John Evora, lived in Provincetown, 
by the way. 
' Away Again 
In the fall of1869, not being content 

with the prospects of an office boy in 
a music store, George, at the age of 
sixteen, shipped on the Alcyone, a 
whaler of ninety-two tons, bound for 
the Indian Ocean, carrying a crew of 
twenty-three men and boys. This trip 
is considered the most exciting of his 
life. 

The first day out the whaler en-
countered very heavy weather. Most 
of the boys were seasick, George in-
cluded. They were so ill they could 
hardly eat the coarse food they were 
served, and longed for home. Some of 
the boys stole the pots and kettles 
from the galley and threw them over-
board, thinking that the loss of them 
would cause the captain to turn back 
to port and they would have a chance 
to escape. The captain, however, did 
not consider the loss of a few kettles 
sufficient reasonfor turning back, so 
the vessel continued on her course. 
Such cooking utensils as were needed 
were picked up from other vessels at 
sea. 

For this trick the boys were put on 
a short allowance, and their lives were 
made miserable during the rest of the 
voyage. 

Hard~tack and tough salt meat com-
prised the bulk oftheir daily meals, it 
being necessary to bake the hard-
tack in a hot oven before rendering it 
safe to eat. Occasionally, this diet 
was varied by flying fish that were 
caught on the deck. These fish are 
similar to our smelts in size and taste. 
The flying fish were attracted by a 
lantern hung over . the side of the 
rigging. They would fly on board in 
large schools. The crew gathered 
nearly two hundred of these fish in-
one school. 

As a form of punishment, the boys 
were hung upby the · thumbs and 
made to stand on their toes for two 
hours at a time. This punishment 
was frightful , the rolling of the schoo-
ner adding to their misery, and the 
after-effects being even worse. 

Orders were given with a rope's end 
laid across their backs. No attempt 
was made to gain the good-will of the 
boys. They were treated as slaves. 

On one occasion a large number of 
sea gulls and albatross, acting as 
though they were crazy, turning som-
ersaults and flapping their wings on 
the surface of the ocean, followed in 
the wake ofthe ship. Upon investiga-
tion it was learned that these birds 
were in spasms from gorging them-
selves with whale meat form the car-
cass of a dead whale. 

After cruising about the South At-
lantic for eleven months, out of sight 
ofland, the coast of Mrica was sighted. 
TheAlcyone rounded the Cape of Good 
Hope and sailed up through the 
Mozambique Channel, between the 
coast of Africa and the Island of Mada-
gascar, entering the Bay ofTullear. 

Nearing the shore, the vessel was 
surrounded by natives, who swam 
out carrying coconuts and bananas 
under one arm, swimming with the 
other. 

To be continued next week 

r 
! 

Adventures of the Whaler -Alcyone 
By George D. Bryant 

The following is more of the text of"The 
Thrilling Adventures of the Whaler Alcy-
one,"printed in 1916 by George Barker 
about life aboard one of Provincetown's . 
whaling vessles Read more about the 
Alcyone next week. 

Towed by a Whale 
While cruising about the Indian Ocean 

the first sperm whale was sighted, atten- . 
tion being called to this fact by the man in 
the lookout shouting, "There she Qlows." 
Boats were immediately lowered and 
pulled out to a large school of whales. 
When within about a hundred yards of 
them, the sailors shipped their oars and 
took the paddles, so as to make as little 
noise as possible. They made for one 
exceptionally large one that appeared 
not to be aware of their presence, and 

rope securelyhe shouted to the boys on 
deck to haul him up. . . 

When near the deck of the vessel he 
noticed that one of the crew was standing 
on a staging with a long lance in his hand, 
while another held a lantern, and all 
:wore a scared look on their.faces,.Qpon 
landing on the deck he asked the .inean- . 
ing of this, and was told that the water 
around the whale's body was filled with '· 
sharks and that several times the lances 
were ·thrown · close to him to ward off 
these man-eating monsters. 

He then looked over the side of the 
schooner and by the aid of the lantern 
could see several sharks swimming about. 
He was then convinced that the officers 
of a whaler cared but little for a man's or 
a boy's life. Nothing further. was done 
that night. 

when within about 10 yards ofit the boat- Cutting Off the Blubber . 
steerer drove the harpoon into it. As soon In the morning, the cutting-up process 
as hit, the whale turned flukes and started was actually started. 
for the bottom. There was plenty ofrope Two men went over on the staging, 
attached to the harpoon, which was let which was lowered from the side of the 
out. It soon came up and started along . whaler to just above the whale's body, 
the surface of the water at a -rate close to and with a long, sharp lance cut the 
20 miles an hour, towing the boat along blubber down the sides into strips about 
with it. two feet wide. As fast as one ofthe strips 

It kept this pace up for some time, but was cut, a large hook on a tackle was 
after a while became tired out. The boat made fast to it and it was hauled aboard. 
then drew up to him and the captain According to the custom, the whale blub-
drove a lance through its heart, putting her was then lowered to the deck, cut into 
an end to the racing. The modern method small pieces and tried out 'in a swinging 
of capturing whales is to shoot a vial of caldron. A wood fire being started, the 
cyanide of potassium into the whale with scraps of the blubber were used for fuel, 
a bomb, whichexplodesinsidethewhale, which made a hot fire. 
killing it instantly. An idea of the size of this capture can be 

The boat was towed out of sight of the had from the fact that 90 barrels of oil 
Alcyone. After having been towed about were taken from it, 10 barrels of clear 
25 miles, they ran short of food and fresh sperm oil having been taken out of the 
water. Nevertheless, they pulled the boat head alone. 
with their 18-foot oars for several hours. When a whale was captured, the cook 
A breeze .sprung up and the schooner fried doughnuts in the hot froth of the 
sailed to their relief. They then fastened whale's oil. These were looked upon as a 
a rope to the whale's flukes (tail). An-. delicacy. 
otherropewaspassedthroughthewhale's One barrel of sperm oil is valued at 60 
hea,d and made fast tothe stern of the dollars. The crew worked on shares, and 
schooneron the weatherside. .. ,,__ ,,_ each got one barrel out of one175 barrels 

But this job wasnot very successfully oron1775thlay). 
done, and the whale started to drift away 
from 'the side of the schooner, thereby 
starting, though he did not know it at the 
time, one of the most thrilling experi-
ences of Mr. Barker's. reminiscences. 

As .soon as the captain became aware 
that his catch was not secured, he offered 
a pound of tobacco to-the sailor who 
would go over on the whale and make fast 
the rope. Mr. Barker offered to do the job,
not realizing the danger and not noticing 
that no other. man on board was ready to 
accept this offer,acceptable as a quantity 
of tobacco was at that time. 

Overboard Among the Sharks 
The mate tied a rope under his arms, 

and he jumped into the sea and slipped 
down between the whale and the side of 
the schooner and worked his way along 
until he came to the head. Fastening the 
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Adventures of the Whaler Alcyone 
Catching Porpoises 

Partthree 
By George D. Bryant 

Leaving the Island ofMahee, attention 
was turned to catching porpoises and 
this proved to be the only real sport on 
the trip. 

It was not long before they ran into a 
school. the porpoise is a specie of whale, 
and when fully grown will weigh about 
300 pounds. They sometimes follow a 
vessel for miles. As these appeared to be 
exceptionally large porpoises, the cap-
tain ordered a man out on the martingale 
under the bowsprit. He had a harpoon 
similar to that used in spearing whales, 
to which was attached a long rope .. When 
the harpoon is driven into the body of the 
porpoise, the strain on the rope which is 
fastened to the fore-rigging unlocks the 
head of the harpoon and forms a "T" 
inside the porpoise. 

When a porpoise came under the bow 
he drove the harpoon into it and the men 
back on deck hauled it aboard. Some-
times they came faster than they could 
be hauled aboard and while swimming 
about the side of the schooner they went 
through all sorts of antics, sometimes 
jumping entirely out of the water. 

At night their presence was detected 
by streaks of phosphorus, but ·it took 
considerable practice to hit one after dark. 
Aside from the fun of catching them, they 
served as an addition to the menu. the 
cook cut out the loins and after being 
mixed with salt port, they were fried in 
the form of meat balls. The oil was ex-
tracted from the jaw and proved quite 
valuabJe, as it was used by jewelers for 
oiling watches. 

Shortly after this, while cruising near 
the coast of the i.sland, they ran aground 

·on a coral reef, which were numerous in 
the vicinity, and damaged the bottom of 

thevessel quite seriously, so that the 
captain was obliged to make for a civi-
lized port for repairs. He headed for 
Mauritiusan island on the east coast of 
Madagascar, this being the nearest port, 
and the vessel was dry-docked. 

This was just the opportunity the boys 
were looking for. It did not take them 
long to get together what few things they 

. had and jumped the ship. 
George and another lad with whom he 

had bunked started ashore just after 
dark. they met a negro named Johnson, 
who informed them that he kept a sail-

. ors' boarding house. He offered to hide 
them away until the whaler sailed, say-
ing that they could pay him for his ser-
vices out of their advanced money. This 
offer they declined. Soon after they 
learned that the proprietor of the sailors' 
boarding house had visited the Alcyone 
and induced the crew to desert. He of-
fered them the same inducement that he 
had previously offered George and his 
chum. The next day the captain of the 
whaler offered a reward of five dollars for 
each one of the deserters. Johnson noti-
fied the captain where to find his crew 
and received the reward. 

Later in the evening they met the rirst 
mate of the Robert Passenger, a full- , 
rigged ship bound for Melboume, Aus-
tralia with a cargo of sugar. He said his 
crew was short-handed and offered to 
take them along. 

At midnight George and his chum swam 
out to the Robert Passenger, which was 
to sail next rooming. They climbed up on 
the martingale under the bow and went 
below through the forecastle. The follow-
ing morning they were taken before the 
captain, who appeared to be surprised at 
their presence aboard the ship. He said 
that he could not turn back, but would 
turn them over to the British consul 
when the ship arrived in port. They cared 
but little what he did as long as they were 
away from the whal.er, for by that time 
they were tired of whaling experiences. 

This voyage, while decidedly more 
pleasant than the one just abandoned, 

One day while aloft sewing a patch on 
the mizzen-topstaysail, the foot-rope ' 
broke and George fell to the deck, fully 20 
feet below. His fall was broken to some 
extent by ropes, but he landed heavily on 
his back and felt the effects for some time 
after. This voyage lasted about thirty 
days. 

Landing in Melbourne they found them-
selves 13,000 miles from home. Shortly 
after the captain summoned George and 
his friend to his cabin. They expected to 
be given up to the British Consul, but 
instead, to their great surprise, he handed 
each of them twenty dollars in gold. His 
friend was so impressed by the captain's 
generosity that he reshipped. George 
decided to remain in Australia. 

He worked at a sheep ranch and whole-
sale grocery until 1872. One day while 
passing down the street he noticed a 
bulletin in a newspaper office stating 
that the city of Boston had been largely 
destroyed by fire. His thoughts tumed to 
home and he made up his mind to retum. 
He located an American sailing ship in 
Melboume bound for San Francisco with 
a cargo of coal. she was called the Pharos. 
He shipped as an able seaman. After 
loading up with cargo of coal, they started 
across the Pacific Ocean. Halfway across 
they encountered heavy weather; squalls 
and gales were frequent. One series of 
squalls struck · the ship every few mo-
ments. 

Mr. Barker was put in the first mate's 
watch. The captain and first mate did not 
agree. 

During the voyage one of these squalls 
struck the ship and put her on her beam's 
end. Mr. Barker was then at the helm. 
The captain was in his berth, but the 
lurching of the ship threw him out. He 
rushed up on deck and knocked the mate 
down for not clewing up the sails. Mr. 
Barker was at the time unable to bring 
the helm down, so the captain gave him 
a hand at it and they soon brought her up 
into the wind. The crew was largely made 
up ofScandinavians, Poles, Russians and 
Danes. they were an ugly set to manage. 
The only way the second mate could 
manage them was by using brass knuck-
les. They were 58 days crossing the Pa-
cific. 

(Three years after reaching Boston he 
was appointed a city policeman. By 1882 
he was ready to move on and over the 
next three decades developed his music 
business.) 
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Adventures of the Whaler Alcyone 
·The Alcyone Herself 

Fourth and final part 
By George Bryant 

The Alcyone's career did not end with 
the desertion of George Barker and the 
others· at Mauritius. 

.In fact, the captain· added eight new 
crew members there. Her .next cruise 
frpm Provincetown was dated February 
17, 1872 under the command of Seneca 
G. Ewell. From then until 1893 she was 
sent out to killwhales 17 more times by 
her Provincetown owners. It was a period 
of. decline and change in the industry, 
and a close study of the crew lists that 
were preparedfor eachvoyage proves it. 
Crew lists contained the names and other 
information about the men aboard,in-
cluding birthplaces, residences, citizen-
ship, ages, heights and skin, hair and eye 
colors. 

On her early voyages, the crews tended 
to be a mixture of Yankees and Portu-
guese. When desertions did occur at dis-
tant ports, foreigners were almost in-
variably used as replacements. Her first
crew member listed as black was on the 
187 4 cruise. Others signed on in 1876. In 
1878, there were none. On each cruise 
until1886 there were as many as three. 
In that year, our well-known Capt. John 

A. Dunham of Dyer Street signed on a 
crew that was largely black, and it re-
mained that way Until her last Provin
etown cruise. In 1886; Dunham's firs t 
mate was Colin A. Stevenson, who later 
became. the master of' the Alcyone. He 
was one of three known black whaling 
captairis 'in the history of the American 
whale fishery. 

Many P rovincetown whalers had made 
the transition to black crews much e'ar-
lier, beginning about 1870. They were 
largely West Indians, and many came 
from Bequia and St. Vincent, as Captain 
Stevenson did. It happened in this way: 
as the industry played out, the hump-
back whale became more important, 
though its oil was considered inferior. 
Massachusetts whalemen followed the 
humpbacks to their winter grounds in 
the West Indies and employed local people 
to hunt them. Eventually a few men, 
including Stevenson, moved to Provinc-
etown.There were also a significant num-
ber of men listed as black who were 
natives of the Cape Verde Islands off 
Africa. 

Capt. George O. Knowles was the
Alcyone's last Provincetown owner. He 
sold her into theWest Indies fruit trade, 
which involved bringing bananas, coco-
nuts, and pineapples, among other fruits, 
to 'the major eastem U.S. ports in the 
winter. She ended up hailing from 
Boothbay, Maine and was probably be-
ing used as a fisherman when she 
stranded and was abandoned on May 4, 
1910 at Amherst; Magdalen Islands, 
Quebec. 

The normal h igh spirits of 
Provincetowners were lowered to half 
staff when the news reached here. She 
had survived 44 years of almost constant 
activity at :'lea largely by the intelligence 
ofher captains and the grit of her crews. 
A beautiful native girl had died. 
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A minor mysterysurroundsher where- a minor flaw inwhatisotherwiseachann-. 
abouts between the absconding of George ing book. that captures the spirit of the 
Barker and the others in1869 and her times. 
cruise of 1s 72. (My special thanks to Georgia Ferguson 

In "The Thrilling Adventures," Barker and LuranaHiggins Cook. ) 
prints a letter that he received from the At 9:45a.m., Saturday, May 6, I will be 

. boy whom he refers to in the text as h1s giving a paper entitled "EthnicGroups
chum, FredWilson, after they parted. It on Cape Cod" at the Sea Crest Resort m 
was sent to him while he was still work- North Falmouth: This is a two-day con-
ing in Australia in 1871. F·red relates he ference sponsored by the F_almouth Ge-
has heard the owners ofthe Alcyone were nealogical Society. Please contact John 
advertisingfor her, as she had notbeen Peri at 548-2769 for information. 
heard from in a long time. Accordmg to . I plan tousethecrewlistsofthe'whaler 
his story, she had been captured by Malay Alcyone to detail the origins of the men 

h d b h to who served aboard. These includepeople pirates and they a eenusmg . er G ia
rob and.sink small tradmg vessels m the named: AlvesSilva, Dutra, Luna, arcia
China Sea. Furthermore, her speed had Forte, Caton, Lewis, Sylvia, Vincent, King, 
allowed her to escape from anyone trying Francis, Mandly, Corea, Sears, Rohberdts, 

Mello Santos, Marshall, Mac a o, 
Ihave neverbeen able to verify this :·. Nunes, Franco,Cabral, .Lops, Pedro, 

't' g st. ory Moreover no Fred Wilson Gonsalves, MartinsLomba, Rose, Gomes, exc1 1n ir R h Pir R heteau was ever recorded on an Alcyone crew.· Montetro, oc e, P ires, oc 
list. This may have beena fluke , but it is Antone, Perry~ Morris,and many others.
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Teddy Roosevelt said: "Thereis no such thing as a hyphenated American. Either you are an American or you 
are not anAmerican"This is the story of the short life of an immigrant girl who decided she w.as an American. 

The short life of Adamalinda 
byGeorge D. Bryant 

Before dawn, inthe middle of the win-
ter over four generations ago, Hugh 
Cavanagh and his fishing partner dis-
covered the body of a drowned teenage 
girl on the flats. 

Both were recent immigrants from Ire-
land, and being green were probably cau-
tious. The peace was kept at that time 
only by part-time constables and night 
watchmen whom they might not have 
known or trusted. The home and stores of 
Lysander N. Paine, a leading Yankee 
merchant, were nearby, and they may 
have actually worked for him. He was 
awoken and the corpse was carried in a 
large fish box to a store owned by himat 
105Commercial St.to await the arrival 
of the county coroner. 

Provincetown, the City in the Sand.
was densely settled even then. Drownings 
were fairly common, given the business 
of the town, and murders were not un-
known, especially among seafarers. New-
borns had been found drowned at the 
bottom of wells, presumably deposited 
there by girls in trouble. Investigations 
into any of these events tended to be 
rudimentary with the emphasis upon 
not asking too many questions. 

Three new ethnic groups were prolifer-
ating and asserting themselves: the por-
tuguese from the Azores; Irish fleeing 
famine; and Scots from Eastern Nova 
Scotia,I suppose it wouldhave been the 
inclination of the Yankees, who ran 
things, not to worry excessively about 
crimescrimesand tragedies among the new-
comers, as long as they were not affected
themselves. In addition, they were strang-
ers, and strangers were expected to act 
oddly sometimes. 

The drowned girl, Adamalinda, was 
identified within a few hours, although 
she wasn't widely known here. It was 
clear she was a newcomer, but not from 
abroad as her clothing was quite Ameri-
can in style, Over three or four weeks, as 
information filtered downfrom her former 
hometown in Maine, the tragedy touched 
everyone. Many letters written by im-
portant citizens in her old home attested 
to hergood character and her substantial 
accomplishments. It turned out she had 
a family and other relatives here, but 
they said little about her publicly. The 
one who was most implicated, a man 
named Manuel, said the least. 

Adamalinda first came to Provincetown 
with her parents, brothers and sisters 
from St.Michaels six years before her 
death. For unknown reasons, but most 
likely to ease the financial burdens of her 
parents, she was sent to live with her 
father's first cousin, Maimel, who worked 
as a shipwright in Maine. He was single, 
considerably older than she. Existing 
records there indi.cate he wasambitious, 
materialistic and as well-to-do as most 
recent immigrants could hope to be. 

Within a few months of her arrival, 
Manuel took passage to California, hav-
ing made arrangements for her to board 
with neighbors who ran a small hotel 
catering to transients. Beyond providing 
a token initial sum, Manualceased to 
support her, it was stated later. There is 
no evidence that Manuel ever returned 
to Maine. Her parents did not provide for 
her stay there, either. Shedid not visit 
with them in Provincetown, and they 
never ventured to Maine. Adamalinda 
was obviously on her own in a new coun-
try. 

We can only piece together 
Adamalinda's last six years of life from 
the contents of letters that were either 
written after her death or surfaced at 
that time. The hotel owner and his wife 
informally adopted her into their own 
family, which consisted of several chil-
dren who wereabout her age. They 
treated he as their own, paying for aU her 
needs, includingschooling. I re-read the 

Continued to page 25 
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Key to the photograph 
This photograph was taken about 1900,

which . was many years after 
Adamalinda's death. But apart from the 
addition of one building, the scene would 
have been about the same. In the few 
weeks that she lived here this would 
have been her neighborhood. Her par-
ents probably lived nearby. The only other 
person whom she came to know was a 
Yankee girl with the surname of Amber, 
as I recall, who lived around the 
Nickersons and allied families(includ-
ing the Paines) in Adamalinda's time. 
The area was an important mercantile 
corner of Provincetown. 

(A) 105 CommercialSt. Lysander 
Paine's store where Adamalinda's body 
was examined. Painewas through his 
adult life one of the most important fig-
ures in town. The fire department was 
one of his special interests, and he was 
the person most responsible for building . 
the town water system. 

He owned and managed many Grand 
Bank and Gulf of St.Lawrence codfishing 
vessels. At one point he wentto Canada
to retrieve one of his schooners that had 
been seized by the governmentfor an 

alleged fishing violation. He eventually 
bought the house across the street, now 
the Lysander Inn, and made it his home. 
It was owned by his granddaughter, Miss 
Edith Bush, until her death inthe 1970,
Shehad been the president of Jackson 
College at Tufts University. 

Her brother, Vannevar Bush, was an 
eminent electrical engineer and the sci-
ence advisor to President Roosevelt dur-
ing World War II. He was one of the 
principals of the Manhattan Project, 
which created the atomic bomb, and was 
later a founder of the Raytheon Corpora-
tion and the chairman of the M.I.T. Cor-
poration. He was the grandson of two 
Provincetown fishing families and the 
son of two Universalist ministers. At 
M.I.T. 30years ago, I sometimes saw him 
walking in the main corridor and eventu-
ally gathered the courage to introduce 
myself. When I mentioned Provincetown, 
he motioned for his companions to go on 
and then told me his memories of visiting 
his grandparents here at the turn of the 
century and all of the excitementofbeing 
here in the summers. More than likely he 
would have heard of Adamalinda's trag-

edy. 
Hugh Cavanagh produced two children 

who are recalled: Capt. Michael, a 
bluewater sailor, and SArsh,who taught 
school here for many years. Her last 
pupils are now in their eighties, and they 
remember her as incredibly tough and 
demanding. She expected nothing but 
the best from every pupil. Like the Paines, 
they were Universalists. Bill Burt, who 
nowowns their old house on Commercial 
Street,says . he has a bundle of letters 
from their relatives back in Ireland writ-
ten during the Famine era. 

(B) Mechanic Street
(C) 94 Commercial St.,now Francis 

"Flyer"Santos's house. If you are famil-
iar with it, you will know that it was 
greatly enlarged after this photograph 
was taken. Here it is clearly a full Cape
and was probably built either in the late 
18th or early 19th century. This is a good 
example of changesthat were made to 
many of the first period houses here. (If 
you own a house here in the historic 
district, take the time to go to the town 
library and. request the inventory sheet 
on it. Seeif the information that is on it 
is correct. The chances are very good that 
it is not or that it is distorted or plainly 
wrong. Yet this document is part of the 
official documentation on the house and 
can be used in the future by the local 
history police or the Cape CodCommis-
sion on any assessment of the property.) 

(D) 92 Commercial St.Notice there was 
a building across Commercial Streetfrom 
itat the time. 

(E) 90 Commercial Street,which was 
where the Seamen's Bank started and 
was located at the time of Adamalinda's 
death. The building also housed the At-
Ian tic Mutual Insurance Company atthe 
same time. 

(F) 4 Mechanic St.,the construction of 
which postdates Adamalinda'stime. 

(G) 8 Tremont street. Owned at the 
time of the tragedy by LB. Alexander, 
who was a shipsmith (blacksmith) on 
Union Wharf at the foot of Mechanic 
Street.

(H) Mast tops of schooners docked at 
Lysander Paine's wharf. 

(I) 103Commercial St.Another store 
owned by Lysander Paine. Both of the 
buildings at 103and 105Commercial St.

Continued to page 25 
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Adamalinda 
Continued from page 5 

letters recently. I was struck by the as-
tonishing personal advancement that 
they describe her having made in Maine. 
It is in many ways similar to profiles that 
we read today of young immigrants, par-
ticularly from Asia, who in spite of hav-
ing to learn a new language, become 
valedictorians for their classes a few years · 
later. 

Statements made in her praise by her 
Maine parents were repeated by the town 
physician who had apparently fol1owed 
her rapid Americanization over the years. 
He was also saying that he had found her 
to be completely rational as well as at-
tractive, pleasant, kind, ambitious and 
liked by all. 

A few weeks before her death, a sibling 
was sent to Maine to accompany her to 
Provincetown. They traveled by steamer 
and changed vessels at Boston. It was a 
forced relocation. She was expected to 
marry Manuel, who had abandoned Cali-
fornia for Provincetown. A review of town 
records shows he had become more pros-
perous than he had been in Maine, while 
her parents here had not succeeded. 
Manuel's affiuence must have been a 
powerful attraction to Adamalinda's par-
ents. It was going to be an OldCountry
marriage of convenience. 

Adamalinda's last letter to her Maine 
parents arrived there after she had been 
buried. It is a bit melodramatic in tone, 
but probably in the manner of the times. 
She was clearly trapped and without 
options at age 15. In the letter she said 
Manuel had done things to her that were 
so horrible and disgusting (presumably 
when she was 9) that she could not men-
tion them. 

Key to photograph 
Continued from page 5 

were demolished early in this century as 
the old industrial era came to an end. 
Both were replaced with dwellings re-
cently. 

(J) 6 Mechanic St.The yard is now a 
parking lot for the condominium located 
there. 

A note on the CoastGuard pier. There 
are indications that the site is hexed. 
Shortly before the present concrete pier 
was finished, a man drove down it going 
like the hammers of Hell and plunged off 
the end, killing himself. 

Furthermore, she had no intention of 
marrying him and would kill herself first. 

Shemailed the letter to them and en-
closed spare stamps they had given to 
her so that she could correespond. At ap-
proximately 9 p.m., she jumped fully 
clothed from a wharfwhich stood exactly 
where the CoastGuard pier is today and 
drowned herself at high tide in very cold 
water. Shewas buried in an unmarked 
grave without any ceremony. 

Within a few weeks, the town returned 
to the major annual effort of preparing 
for the fishing season and the distraction 
thati t brought was probably welcome. In 
addition to the trauma over Adamalinda, 
there had been continual spectacular dis-
plays of northern lights that were almost 
threatening. All through the winter and 
the previous fall the CapeHadexperi-
enced a series of earth tremors. 

According to the records, Adamalinda's 
parents received town funds intended for 
the poor for several months following her 
suicide. Onegeneration later, none ofher 
immediate family lived in town. Once
they moved, they seemed to blossom. (I 
have followed the lives of some of them 
and from time to time see one of her 
grand-nieces who lives in Dennis. She
actually found me first, and I had to be 
the person to tell her of Adamalinda.) 

Manuel married eventually and pro-
duced several offspring. At one end of 
town he built one of the most impressive 
houses that any immigrant every built. 
About 20years ago, I attempted to find 
anyone, apart from a descendant, who 
might have personal remembrances of 
him. A few recalled seeing him. 

Memories about his daughter were far 
sharper. A man who had been a clerk 
many years before in one of the old small 
chain stores which dotted Commercial 
Street said she was greedy and unpleas-
ant. When shortages would occur, as they 
used to do, she would purchase and hoard 
every bag of sugar or flour or roll of toilet 
paper or whatever was in short supply. 

The last person likely to have known 
Manuel died recently, and the link to the 
tragedy has been broken. I feel a little 
freer now to tell the story as a result. 
Manuel's family has started to die out 
here, but in a small town you have to be 
careful aboutwhatyou say because there 
is no point in hurting anyone's feelings. 

As Fire ChiefWilbur Cookused to say, 
"Nobody in Provincetown can throw 
stones. We are too close together, and we 
get to know each other only too well." 



Provincetown boat and vessel building 
From John Billington to The Atlantic Coast Fisheries Co. 

in New England's first industrial park 
By George D. Bryant 

This essay is dedicated to the memory 
of my neighbor 

Munro Moore, who was always fasci-
nated by boats. 

Without question the greatest physical 
changes that have taken place in Provin-
cetown over the past 50to 100years have 
been to the properties along the harbor 
shoreline. 

These changes were precipitated, of 
course, by the decline of fishing and the 
collapse ofthe cold storage business, but 
the extraordinary demand for seasonal 
and part-time dwellings at the water's 
edge has been the dominating factor. 

I am aware of only one fishing family 
that still lives in a house by the harbor. 
All over the Capeand beyond, the shore 
has become the playground for those 
people who are willing to commit sub-
stantial financial resources to the pur-
chase and maintenance of a getaway 
dream home on the water's edge. 

The shore used to be the working place 
of the town. As recently as the 1940sit 
was a mostly open-air academy all along 
Commercial Street of skills related to the 
fisheries and the trades connected to 
them. At various times they consisted of 
boat and vessel building, rigging, caulk-
ing, painting, blacksmithing, fish pro-
cessing, whale oilrendering, barrel mak-
ing, etc. 

Well over 100years ago excursionists 
came by steamboat and railroad to watch 
and absorb shore activity in this unique 
town. Photographsdocument itandthe 
Provincetown Advocatereported again 
and again the lively interaction between . 
the tourists and natives. 

TheOld Shipyardin Yellow Leaf. At the beginning of World War II the Atlantic Coast Fisheries Co. sold the old 
Whitcomb shipyard to Manuel F. "Pat"Patrickof the Flagship Restaurant nearby. 

Boatbuilding operations continued, at least seasonally, for several years. It was a colorful welter of scows, trap poles, 
spars, steel, trap boats and enormous boat cradles made of 12-by-12 stock. You will notice a portable capstan infront of the 
Vorse house near the left side of the photograph. This simple device was capable of drawing uashore boats and scows 
displacing more than 10tons. This photograph was taken by Louise Bryant when she and her husband bought the property 
about 1949. Martin's Market, theformer Bryant's Market, is next door to the left. 

The Beginnings 
Nowadays, with even thecontinuation 

of fishing in question, those various rem-
nants of the industry that founded the 
town and sustained it for over 350years 
may quickly disappear. It is probably 
worth considering the observation of 
travel guru Arthur Frommer: "Tourism
does not survive in a community that has 
lost its soul. "

It is not recorded when the first water-
craft was built in Provincetown. We can 
imagine, however, that over the centu-
ries prior to the arrival of the Pilgrims 
various early European explorers and 
fishermen anchored in our superlative 
harbor to repair or even build boats. 

The large open shallop that was car-
ried over below decks on the Mayflower 
had to be assemble.d on the beach and 
certainly required extensive work to keep 
it seaworthy during their first month of 
coastal investigation. This would have 
been the responsibility of the notorious 
John Billington, a London shipwright 

Provincetown boat and vessel building 
Continuedfrom page 5 

drying offish would have covered all the 
open spaces close to the shore. Nets would 
have been treated with tar and dried on 
low bushes behind the town as they were 
up until 30years ago. Boats certainly 
would have been built. 

Untilthe 19th century the production 
of boats in Provincetown is not clearly 
known. Offshore whaling and fishing 
vessels hailed from here starting in the 
early decades ofthe 18th century but the 
town was depressed for about forty years, 
beginning with the Revolutionary War 
and ending with the War of 1812. When 
the growth of the town really started 
about 1820, maritime trade craftsmen 
moved here and boat production acceler-
ated. 

Most of the boats built were not for 
local use, as it turns out, though many 
were built for our inshore fisheries. 
Provincetown's protected and normally 
ice-free harbor attracted many large sail-
ing vessels during storms. Each of these 
would have carried several small boats 
that had to be repaired or replaced from 

time to time. Ourvigorous 19th century 
whaling fleets required a constant sup-
ply, which is reflected in the old whaler's 
maxim: "Adead whale or a stove boat." 

We know what most of the old boats 
generally looked like, but the actual arti-
facts are quite rare. 

After a major northeast storm in 1977, 
LeoFleurent, known as "Leo-the-
Dunesman," who lived in a shack year 
round between Race Point and Peaked 
Hill, rushed into town to tell me an un-
usual story. During a lull at low tide he 
ventured down to the beach and found an 
ancient boat sticking out of an under-
mined sand bank. 

It looked, he said, "like something out 
of an N.C.Wyeth pirate story illustra-
tion." When he returned at the conclu-
sion of the storm the bank had been 
further eroded and no traces of the boat 
remained. 

Next week: Bryant will outline in de-
tail the boat and vessel builders of Prov-
incetown and the boats they built as far 
as he has been ascertain them from his-
torical sources. 

who was brought along expressly for his 
skills. 

We happen to know a lot more than we 
want to know about him because of events 
laterin his life. Governor Bradford called 
him the most "profane" person in the 
colony and his family drove the others 
absolutely crazy. It was not an inspiring 
beginning for boat building in New En-
gland. 

While the Mayflower was still anchored 
in Provincetown, Billington's son Francis 
discharged some sort of firearm in the 
gunpowder compartment of the ship. By 
a miracle the vessel did not explode and 
make the Pilgrim adventure a footnote in 
history. Todayifyou visitPlimouth Plan-
tation you will find the replica of the 
Billington house in the middle of the 
reconstructed village with the actors who 
represent them cursing, swearing and 
throwing things around. 

The real John Billington's career ended 
abruptly when he was hanged and then 
drawnand quartered for having shot and 
killed another Englishman. Thus, the 
first boatbuilder became the first con-
victed murderer. 

The First Industrial Park
in New England 

After the middle of the 17th century, 
the Pilgrims rented rights to the bounti-
ful shore fishing at the tip of the Cape to 
the highest bidders. Permanent settle-
ment naturally followed. While today we 
tend to think of the Province Lands as a 
nature preserve, it was in fact the first 
industrial park in New England. 

The activity consisted largely of shore 
fishing and whaling. Small boats and 
sweep seines would have been used for 
the work and there would have been 
constant shore activity repairing them. 
Try-works for the rendering of whales 
and oily fish along with racks for the 

Continuedto page 21 
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Vessel and 
boat building 

Continued from page 5 
Bucksport, Maine, and in 1913 she hailed 
form SanJuan, Puerto Rico. An interest-
ing vessel. Shewas built by and named 
for a member of the Samuel S. Swift
family whose office and warehouse was 
next to the shipyard in a building that 
later became the Adm. MacMillanHouse 
at473 Commercial StreetHe was one of 
the early aggressive importers of fisher-
men from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia

These men were valuable for a variety 
of reasons, not the least of which was the 
fact that they had traditionally fished 
the Grand Banks. At the time Canadian 
statutes made it very difficult for Ameri-
cans to fish in the area and our vessels 
were seized by them for relatively minor 
infractions. 

Thus a Cape Breton Scoton an Ameri-
can vessel could be very valuable as he 
knew the coasts, could slip in quietly and 
secure supplies and chat up the locals in 
their native Gaelic, and possibly receive 
a wink from theport officer who might 
even be a cousin. 

Col. L. M. Montgomery ofthe USTrea-
sury Department gave detailed testimony 
to Congress in August of 1888 which 
reflects on the history of our town and to 
some extent the controversy of aliens 
today. He said: "Ishould say that 75% of 
the fishing crews were aliens. They came 
principally from Canada, some are Por-
tuguese, some Scandinavians, some are 
other Europeans. They come principally 
from Nova Scotia and chiefly from that 
part known as Cape Breton. 

"Theyhave the reputation of being ex-
cellent fishermen; they are able to obtain 
employment because they engage them-
selves for a less rate of wages. They work 
more continuously and are generally less 
expensive than the native fishermen; also 
because there are very fee native fisher-
men left to man the vessels. The native 
fishermen have been exterminated by 
the immigration of the alien and have 
gone into other occupations such as shoe 
factories ... and have practically ceased to 
be fishermen. 

'Native Americans, instead of enjoying 
their industrial occupation as fishermen 
have gone into a lower grade of occupa-
tion, into a comparatively debauched oc-
c.upation, and we have lost a national 
industry." 

Col. Montgomery continued: "MrS.S.
Swift,one ofthe largest owners offishing 
crafts at Provincetown, is now reported 
to me to have contracted for four crews 
(approx. 60men) in 1887 in Nova Scotia,
and so eager was he for their safe arrival 
to himself at his port by railroad that he 
watched for them at the depot lest some 
other contractor of the same locality might 
bribe them into another and better pay-
ing contract."

He then described a charade that was 
taking place: "It is frequently the habit of 
the cook of a vessel who is known to the 
collector of the port as an American citi-
zen de facto, to go before the collector of 
that port according to the laws and regu-
lations and get a license for the command 
ofthe vessel. Ifthe man is a citizen he can 
get a license for the law requires no test 
of seamanship in the case of sailing ves-
sels. A few miles from port, the cook goes 
to the galley and theN ova Scotiangoes to 
the quarter-deck." 

Sch.Charlotte, built in 1901,designed 
by Capt. G. Melvin McClain ofRockport, 
Mass., 54 tons, length 88 feet, breadth 20
feet, depth 9.6 feet, built as a yacht for 
James A. Lawrence of Chicago, Ill. Was 
registered in the British West Indies a 
few years later. 

Henry J. Laney, yard was located at 
the foot of Good Templar Streetnear 
where Flyers Boatyard is now. 

(Vessel name unknown), a 15-ton 
Sharply model was built for Capt. 
Cushing Emery and brother for the net 
fishing business. "Her keel is part of the 
old ship Somerset wrecked on the back of 
the Cape 100years ago,"Prov. Advocate, 
March 1872. 

Provincetown 
boatbuilding 

Much less is known of the production of 
Provincetown boatbuilders because their 
smaller craft did not usually require Fed-
eral documentation. 

The StateIndustrial Census of 1855 
has the following abstract for Provinc-
etown: "Establishments for the manu-
facture ofboats, 3; Boats built, 70;Emp., 
7."this was for one year at a time when 
business was slow. From this and other 
information !believe that between 2,000
and %,000boats were built here in the 
19th century. They consisted of fishing 
boats of all kinds, whaleboats, seine boats, 
pleasure craft and scows. 

Isaiah Gifford, was building boats 
here in the 1820sand 1830s.

William W. Smith,built all kinds of 
boats, including whaleboats from the 
1850sthrough the 1880sHe also built 
surfboats for the UnitedStatesLife SAv-
ing Service(USLSS)."(Smith)completed 
a boat last week for Rockland, Maine 
parties. The boat is 33-1/2 feet long, 
shaped like a whale boat, but made much 
lighter, is six oared and intended for 
rowingandsailing."Prov.Advocate,July 
1872. 

Alexander McKenzie, a general 
boatbuilder from the 1870s to 1890s.
Builder of USLSS surfboats. Became 
noted for harpooning a swordfish in Sep-
tember, 1875, under what was later 
Manta's Wharf, where he worked. Probb-
ably.came from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia.

Isaiah H. Higgins (born 1839, died 
1909)and Asa T. Gifford (born 1830,
died 1894). This firm began here about 
1870,later moved to Gloucester and be-
came the largest boatbuilding outfit in 
the US>Their first shop was where the 
Post Office Restaurant is here today. 
Higgins learned to build boats from a 
great-grandfather of StanleySnowwho 
maintained a boatbuildingshop approxi-
mately where the PatHall parking lot is 
located now. 

Does anyone have a Higgins and Gifford 
catalogue? Higgins's son built the origi-
nal section of what is now the Lands End 
Inn in the West End. 

John G. Whitcomb, also built boats, 
"finished a pleasure boat for Mr. Charles 
H. Walker, ofl4 or 15 tons burden, schoo-
nerrigged, named the Ocean Bride. "Prov.
Advocate, July 1871. 

Charles D. Gardner, an early 20th
century builder. of work and pleasure 
boats, and USLSS craft. Originator of 
the Race PointSurfboat. His shop was 
located where the Julie Heller Gallery is 
now. 

John Pidgeon (born 1850,died 1928), 
born in Charlottetown, P.E.I. He worked 
in the old shipyard of John Whitcomb at 
469-4 71 Commercial Street.He mostly 
repaired trap boats and scows. After John 
Whitcomb died the property was owned 
successively by the Consolidated Weir 
Co. (which owned the Ice House) and the 
Atlantic Coast Fisheries Company, its 
corporate successor. It is likely that 
Pidgeon was an employee of the cold 
storage companies. His work partner was 
Alexander J. McQuarrie and older resi-
dents sometimes referred to the property 
as Pidgeon and McQuarrie's. McQuarrie 
was likely a native of Cape Breton Is-
land. 

His daughter Annabel was our third 
grade teacher at the Center School.He 
lived at 3 Cook Street,which is now the 
Asheton House. 

Manuel Furtado, built boats in the 
first third of the 20thcentury opposite 
Flyer Santos'shouse. 

Jot Small,built work and pleasure 
boats where Charles Gardner worked. 

. .. Hathaway, built boats and gasoline 
dories next to what is the Pied Piper Real 
Estate office. 

. .. Smith,built boats where the Mews 
Restaurant is now. 

. .. Freeman or ... Lewis, built boats 
where Munro Moore's shore property is 
at 475 Commercial Street.

Continued to page 21 
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Boats built by 
unknown builders 

Trap Boat Perseverance, built in 1901,1901,
11 net tons, length 31 feet, breadth 15 
feet, depth 5 feet, 10hp gas engine. In 
1929 she hailed from SagHarbor, NY. 

Trap Boat Puritan, built in 1915, 5 net 
tons, length 31 feet, breadth 9 feet, depth 
3.9 feet, 24 hp gas engine. In 1931 she 
belonged to the Atlantic Coast Fisheries 
Company. 

Boat and vessel 
materials 

Oneof the interesting aspects of exam-
ining older buildings on the Cape is find-
ing materials in them that either came 
from watercraft or were brought into the 
area to be used in their construction. 

By the late 19th century a substantial 
amount of resinous longleaf southern pine 
was being shipped to New England for 
boatbuilding. Typically it was used in 
thicknesses of l-inch and 1-3/4-inches to 
plank the outsides of boats that ranged 
up to about 30feet in length. A consider-
able amount of this stock, which was 
usually found in widths of3 to 12 inches 
was diverted into homes here for use on 
kitchen floors and stair treading. It was 
sold free of knots and was nearly impos-
sible to wear out. The living room and 
kitchen floors in the Benjamin Collins 
house on SouthPametRoad in Truro 
were finished in this way by Portuguese 
immigrant owners in the 1870s.It will 
outlast the house itself, which was built 
in 1750.

Much more common were timbers that 
were salvaged from wrecked vessels. Deck 
beams, ceilings (the inner planking of a 
vessel) and the outer planking found 
particular favor with house carpenters 
as they could be recycled as floor joists 
and strongbacks. Most commonly they 
are found with crossectional dimensions 
of 2-by-6, 3-by-6 and 3-by-9. Someold 
decks beams have beaded edges. 

Planking and ceilings can be identified 
by the many holes in them that were once 
the pathof wooden pins or metal spikes. 
I have one massive southern pine vessel 
plank that was formerly used as a work-
bench top. Its crossectional dimensions 
are 5-by-14 and it can barely be lifted. It 
must have been part of a vessel that was 
close to 200- feet long. 

When I designed and supervised the
renovation of the old Tillie's store, the old 
first- floor strongback was replaced. It 
turned out to be a white oak vessel plank 
that dates from the middle of the 19th 
century and is 2-by-10in crossection. I 

take it to illustrated lectures on old New 
England houses to show that behind the 
painted clapboards there can be stuff 
that is more interesting than the 2-by-4s 
of today. 



The Launching of theschooner Charlotte in 1901
. 

This was the last large vessel to have 
been built here. The crowd on the shore 
is mostly composed of school children, 
who were always excused from classes 
on such an occasion.Launchings were 
such a special event to Cape Codders 
that they justified suspending school 
instruction. 

This photograph is one of a series 
taken by Louis M. Snow, the father of 
Stanley Snow of Provincetown, who 
was commissioned by the owner who 
livedin Chicago, to record the building 
of the vessel by John G. Whitcomb. 

By 1905 the Charfotte had been re-
named the Ponemah and was owned by 
Charles E. Riley. In 1909 it had been 
purchased by T.R. Cutler and hailed 
from Trinidad in the British West 
Indies. It can no longer be found in the 
(British) Lloyds Register of Yachts 
after 1912. Most of Mr. Whitcomb's 
vessels had long lives. In the main they 
were fisherman and whalers and 
returned handsome incomes to their 
owners. 

The designer, Capt. George Melvin 
"Mel"McClain of Rockport started his 
career as a fisherman but along the 
way became known as a dab hand at 
vessel design. Overa dozen Provinc-
etown vessels were his creation includ-
ing the Sloop boat Pearl,built by Capt. 
Alton Daggett and the whaler Joseph 
Manta, built for Capt. Joseph Manta. 
(There was also a whaling schooner 
called the Joseph A. Manta, that was 
owned by Capt. Manta too.) 

GEORGE BRYANT 

'he Advocate, Thursday, February 2, 1995 



ESSAY 

Provincetown boat and vessel building 
This is the second part of an essay by 

Provincetown historian George D. Bry-
ant on boatand vessel building in Prov-
incetown. 

The first part last week detailed the 
origins of boatbuilding. This week, Bry-
ant outlines the builders and the vessels 
they built as far as he has been able to 
ascertain from historical records. 

By George D. Bryant 

Thousands of fishing, whaling, cargo 
and pleasure craft have hailed from our 
town in the past 300years. 

The majority,like the famous Sch. Rose 
Dorothea, were built in the various yards 
of Essex by Yankees and later by French 
Canadianimmigrants. Many others came 
from Gloucester, Kennebunk, Bath and 
Boston. Ourlocally built vessels and boats 
came from yards and shops here oper-
ated by Yankees, Portuguese and Nova 
Scotians. 

I should explain that length and dis-
placement alone did not differentiate 
boats from vessels. There were seine boats 
almost 40-feet long that were completely 
open and propelled by many oarsmen. 
According to the old manner of designa-
tion a boat wasusually without a deck 
and was framed and planked lightly. 
Some were even fully ceiled. 

Vessels were those watercraft that 
were larger, decked and were framed and 
planked more heavily. Any craft 60 feet 
or so long or longer was always a vessel 
and something about 15 feet long could 
never be called anything but a boat, but 
inbetween there were some craft that 
were hard to define. Yet steamboats, no 
matter how gigantic they might be, were 

always called boats. Nowadays nearly 
everything hailing from ports in this area 
is called a boat, except in the old oyster 
port ofNorwalk, Conn.,where the head 
of the PoliceMarine Division, a colleague 
tells me, calls anything larger than a 
kayak a vessel. 

Before beginning the list I would like to 
ask if anyone knows the origin of the 
word pungo. There are references in the 
Provincetown Advocate in the 1870s to 
them and as recently as the 1960s most 
wooden skiffs were called pungos. Usu-
ally they were homemade. I remember 
my childhood pal and fellow teenage 
builder, Sammy Janopolis, constructing 
a very handsome one when he was nine 
or ten years-old. Is the word Westlndian, 
Yankee, Portuguese, Native American, 
Down east, or what? I have not found it in 
a standard dictionary. 

Provincetown Vessel 
Building 

Charles Genn and Ervin Swan, 
Master Carpenters (the location of their 
yard is unknown): Sch.Alpha, built in 
1834,34 92/95tons, length 46' 1"; breadth 
14' 7-1/2"; depth 6' 1-1/4"; one deck, two 
masts, pink stern, probably a fisherman. 

John G. Whitcomb, Provincetown's 
pre-eminent vessel builder, located at 
469-4 71 Commercial St.,where my black-black
smith shop is today. Whitcomb was born 
in Yarmouth, Maine, in 1835 and died 
here in 1901just after he completed the 
Sch.Charlotte. He started building at a 
time when the aftereffects of the Civil
War and the introduction of greenbacks 
boosted the fisheries . 

Sch. Alcyone, built in 1866, 87.61 net 
tons, length 82.2 feet, breadth 21.7 feet, 
depth 8.6 feet, built of oak with iron and 
copper fastenings. A whaler most of her 
life, later in the West Indies fruit trade. 
Ended up hailing from Boothbay, Maine. 
Stranded and abandoned May 4, 1910, 
Amherst Magdalen Islands, Quebec. In 
1916 George Barker wrote a book about 
her: The Thrilling Adventures of the 
Whaler Alcyone. 

Black whalemen dominated the Whal-
ing industry here from about 1875 to 
1910. Theywerealmostall from the West 
Indies and usually occupied all of the 
positions on a Provincetown whaler apart 
from the top three or four. An exception 
was Capt.ColinStevenson, who was born 
in Bequia and was master for many years 
of the Alcyone. I identified him in 1973 
and later received a Fellowship from the 
Mystic Seaport Museum to piece together 
the story of his life and his exceptional 
accomplishments. 

He was one of only two or three black 
American whaling captains. His employer 
on the Alcyone was Capt. George O.O.
Knowles, who along with Capt.Joseph 
Manta were the last whaling fleet own-
ers here. 

Sch.CoralMorrison, builtin 1866,84.45 
net tons, length 79.2 feet, breadth, 22.7 
feet, depth 8.1 feet., hailed from Well
fleet, last appears in the 1888 List of 
Merchant Vessels of the UnitedStates 
(MVL). she was probably a fisherman. 

SchFreddie W. Alton, built in 1867, 
81.90 net tons, length 77 feet, breadth 
22.7 feet, depth 8.2 feet, built for the 
Daggett family as a fisherman, was sold 
to Rockland, Maine, then back to Provin-
cetown and ended up at Bath , Maine. 

She returned to Provincetown in the 
spring of 1899 when there was a sudden 
demand for the old- fashioned hard-dried 
salt codfish that was the only kind that 
Provincetown produced. Why? We had 
acquired old Spanish colonies in the West 
Indies. It became our market to serve 
rather than theirs. The new owner was 
Capt.Capt.Norman Matheson and he fished 
the Grand Banks. 

Half-Brig David A. Small (largest ves-
sel ever built here) built in 1868, 113.83 
net tons, length 87.6 feet, breadth 22.9 
feet, depth 9.1 feet, built as a whaler. By 
1900 she hailed from Providence. 

Sch.George W. Pettes, built in 1869, 
89.58 tons, length 81.8 feet, breadth 22 
feet, depth 8 feet. George Petteswas a 
sailmaker who worked from a loft on 
George 0.Knowles wharf where the Bull 
Ring Apartments are today. 

Sch.Lotta Bell, built in 1869,91.29 net 
tons, length 82.2 feet, breadth 22 feet, 
depth 8.2 feet, a fisherman, lastappears 
in 1891 MVL. 

Sch. Willie B. Wilbur, built in 1869, 
32.05 net tons, length 54 feet, breadth 17 
feet, depth 6 feet, last owner was W. 
Wareham. 

Sch. Novelty, built in 1871 by 
"Whitcomb, Standish and co.,11.8 tons. 
"Instead ofbei ng launched on ways to the 
water was taken down on rollers," (From 
the Provincetown Advocate). Built for a 
Capt.Nickerson. 

Sch.WillieL. Swift, builtin 1875,92.65 
net tons, length 81 feet, breadth 22 feet, 
depth 8 feet, a Grand Banks fisherman 
early in life , later in the Newfoundland 
frozen herring trade and West Indies 
fruit trade, In 1909 hailed from 

Continued to page 19 
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Anortheaster to re-member and commemorate 
BYGeorge D. Bryant 

Up to about 1960 you could still find a 
quorum of retired fishermen on a loafing 
bench by the shore who could discuss 
with familiarity the famous Portland Gale 
of1898. 

In fact, any winter northeaster would 
revive the subject. It had become, INEVI-
tably, the gale by which all others were 
judged. 

The contents of the unrecovered safe of 
the passenger Steamship Portland; for 
which the storm was named, were also a 
matter of debate. It was the general FEEL
ing that any fisherman who hooked onto 
it would be comfortable for the rest of his 
life. 

Vineyard Haven and Provincetown 
were apparently the most severely AF-
fected in southern New England, not 
only because they were exposed to the 
northeast, but also because they were 
among the largest ports of refuge. I am 
hoping that something is organized both 
here and there over the next four years to 
mark the sad event and commemorate 
the losses. 

Before and after the Portland Gale. A VIEWfrom the SHOREof the Union Wharf near the foot of Mechanic Street. 

The storm raged for three days. When 
it ended Provincetown was changed FOR-\\
ever. Debris piled in the far reaches of the 
West End flats. The granite dike near the 
beginningofCommercial sTREEThad not 
yet been built. Most of the wharves here 
that had been built over the previous 5050
years to serve the whaling fleet and the 
offshore fishing industry were either 
swept away or largely destroyed. The 
only substantial new private investment 

relatives of the volunteers still live here. 
"fORthe daring and heroic rescue of 

William Forrest from sCH.F.H. sMITHsMITHin 
the height of the great storm OF OF nOVEM-

BER 1898888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888888811 ofthe sturdy sea-faring men 
ofProvincetown, were presented by cON-
gressman Greene with bronze meals from 
the Treasury Department of the United 
sTATMonday evening. 

;THE"tHErecipients were Capts. rOBERTM. 

land. 
'As usual in easterly bad weather, many 

vessels took refuge in Provincetown hAR-
bor where, not withstanding the shelter 
afforded, several were wrecked, among 
them being the fishing schooner F.H. 
sMITHwhich stranded on a place known 
as the flats, broadside to the sea and full 
of water. The only person on board was 
William Forrest, the shipkeeper, who 

Photo• c:ourteay of George D. Bryon I 

The Portland Gale with its northeast wind and very high tides was particularly devastating to the wharves in the 
i West End because it struck them laterally. Severe flooding occurred in the vicinity of the present USCG Station and 

Whorfs Court and farther west in the vicinity of the West End Parking Lot. 

; in wharves after that was for the several 
' emerging cold storage and trap compa-
.nies. 
' The bodies ofdozensofadults and cHIL-
dren who drowned when the Portland 
sank were strewn along the back shore 
from the Race to the Highlands. 

Eleven men from Provincetown, led by 
; Capt. RobertM. Laven dar, were honored 
BY the Treasury Department for their 
'heroism in rescuing a seaman from a 
!foundered schooner in Provincetown 
hARBORat the height of the storm. 

The following excerpt from a NEWSPUU
per story Jan. 9, 1900, including the 
commendation from the Treasury dE-
rpartment, describes the rescue. Many 

Lavender, Benjamin T. Benson, Charles 
Foster, James Worth, Everett Horton, 
Antone soUCharles Forrest, James 
Burke, Joseph Brown, Joseph Settes, and 
James Lopes. 

"tHEmedals were accompanied by a 
letter of Secretaryofthe Treasury, Lyman 
J. Gage, recounting the circumstances of 
the rescue, and commending the bravery 
of the men. The letter to Capt. Lavender, 
accurately describing the rescue, says in 
part: 

'On November 27, 1898, a stormof 
fierce intensity raged along the New 
England coast, especially the south shore 
ofMassachusetts Bay where it inflicted 
unprecedented damage on both sea and 

was rescued by a crew of volunteers un-
der your command. 

'The wind was blowing with a velocity 
of60 miles an hour, making a great sea 
and an extremely high tide, so high, it is 
said,that women and children had to be 
taken through the windows of flooded 
houses. 

'The weather was thick with sleet and 
mist, but now and then, as the veil lifted, 
youcouldssee seven or eight vessels sunk 
in the harbor, one of which was the F.H. 
Smith, with-a man in the rigging. 

'After a few moments spent in conver-
sationyou proposed to lead an effort to ' 
affect a rescue, andcaHed for volunteers. 
Ten brave men promptly stepped forth, 

and with them you at once set out to 
procure a suitable boat and select a point 
to windward whence a launch might be 
made. 

'At Tarrant'sYard a large seine boat 
was found, which appears to have been 
the best you could obtain, although it was 
not tight or otherwise in a proper condi-
tion for so hazardous an enterprise. But 
realizing that every moment was pre-
ciousyouaccepted it, and with oars double 
banked youand your gallant comrades 
pushed afloat. 

'When the men had rowed about an 
eighth of a mile a heavy breaker wrenched 
the steering oar from your grasp and 
knocked you from the stern sheets into 
the water ten feet from the boat, but you 
swam back and was taken in, and, al-
though hatless anddrenched to the skin, 
bravely resumed your place at the helm, 
while the crew pulled on. 

'The evidencestatesthat the oars were 
frequently blown from the row locks, and 
that it was often necessary to bail out the 
boat, so that your struggle to reach the 
wreck was not only arduous, but pro
longed. However, you ultimately suc-
ceeded, and by skillful handling brought 
the boat around to the leeward of the 
schooner. Mr. Forrest was instructed to 
swing from the shrouds, which he did, 
and safely landed in the arms of his 
rescuers. 

'You could not leachany other of the 
distressed vessels, and now came the 
hardest part of your work-to pull back to 
the shore with the wind and tide against 
you so that, the witnesses say, the boat 
could only be seen at intervals now row-
ing and now at anchor, resting for re-
newal of the contest. 

'To try to make headway to windward 
proved useless. The witnesses testifying 
that no crew had pulled to windward that 
day, and you were at last compelled to let 
your boat go sideways to leeward a mile 
and a half, into the western part of the 
harbor, where you landed three hours 
after starting out. 

'All the hands were nearly exhausted, 
and the rescued man needed especial 
attention but no one was so nearly gone 
as yourself. As long as there was heroic 
work to be done you held out, but when 
you stepped on to the shore your con-
sciousness departed and you had to be 
transported in a wagon to your home and 
placed in bed, where, after a considerable 
period, your benumbed senses were re-
stored and consciousness returned. 

'Throughout the whole transaction you 
bore yourself as a true sailor, resolute, 
self-sacrificing and brave. It is in evi-
dence of that on former occasions, while 
in command of vessels, you have rescued 
many persons from the perils of ship-
wreck by storm and by fire, and this fact 
enhances the pleasure I experience in 

Continued to page 22 
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A northeaster to remember and commemorate 
Continuedfrom page 5 

acting under the law as the medium for 
the award of the accompany medal in 
testimony of your heroic conduct as above 
set forth. 

'Respectfully, L.J. Gage, Secretary to 
the Treasury' " 

James Arthur Lopes ofBradford Street
is the only surviving child of a rescuer 
that! am aware of. He proudly recounted 
his father's professional life for me be-
cause in addition to his voluntary rescue 
of William Forrest, James Lopes served 
for 30years in the USLife-Saving Ser-
vice. 

Benjamin T. Benson was a Norwegian-
born Provincetown fisherman. He mar-
ried a local woman, Hannah Barnett. 
She was the aunt of Warren Silva of 
Bangs Street whowas the first person to 
tell me ofthe bronze medals. The Ben sons 
had three children who lived into adult-

hood: Sivert("Si")Clarence, and Grace. 
Mrs. Florence Bailey of Provincetown is 
the daughterofClarence. Shereminisced 
about the family for me recently. "Si"and 
his wife built Kalmar Village on Beach 
Point.He founded the insurance agency 
that bears his name, Benson, Young and 
Downs, which is still owned by his rela-
tives, the Silvafamily. 

Robert McDonald Lavender was hom 
at White Point,Liverpool County, Nova 
Scotiain 1846 and would have been 52 
years-old at the time of the Portland 
Gale. He was the son of Allin Lavender 
andKatherineHuffman.Hishomeashore 
was in West. Somerville, where his wife 
Louisa Jane Edgar resided. Lavender's 
last command was the merchant vessel 
Alice Montgomery. Shortly before retir-
ing to Provincetown he was washed from 
her deck in a storm and managed to save 
himself by catching a rope. He died in 

1928. 
The Lavenders were a Loyalist south-

em family whooriginated in Charleston, 
SC,and fled to Nova Scotiaat the out-
break of the Revolutionary War and be-
came generations of mariners. There they 
joined a large number of ex-patriot Cape
Codders, who had emigrated there in the 
1760sto take advantage of sizable land 
grants that the British Crownprovided 
to encourage Englishmen to settle land 
wrested from the French. By the middle 
of the 19th century CapeCodwas boom-
ing economically and the grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren of the Cape
Codders who emigrated to Canadawere 
settling here again: 

Someof the Provincetown families who 
came from the southern tip ofNova Scotia
between Barrington and Liverpool were 
named: Doggett (Daggett), Freeman, 
West, Frellick (Fraleck), Livingston, 

Nickerson, Ross, Smith, Mullins and 
many others. It can be a bit confusing 
because some of the families mentioned 
with Yankee names who settled here 
from other parts of the Cape during 
Provincetown's heyday were related to 
those from Nova Scotia. 

The Schooner F.H. Smith was salvaged 
by John Matheson of Provincetown and 
rebuilt at Whitcomb's Shipyard next to 
the former Bryant's Market andre-chris-
tened the Glenelg, a name with some 
significance in their Cape Breton Scot-
tish family . 

The steering wheel of the SS Portland 
can be found at the Centerville Historical 
society, serenely reposing at the end of a 
large room. I have never heard that the 
Portland safe was ever recovered. It might 
make an interesting project for the one-
hundredth anniversary. 



The Launching of the schooner Charlotte in 1901 
TheAdvocate, Thursday, February 2, 1995 

This was the last largevessel to have 
been built here. The crowd on the shore 
is mostly composed of school children, 
who were always excused from classes 
on such an occasion. Launchings were 
such a special event to Cape Codders 
that they justified suspending school 
instruction. 

This photograph is one of a series 
taken by Louis M. Snow, the father of 
Stanley Snow of Provincetown, who 
was commissioned by the owner who 
lived in Chicago, to record the building 
of the vessel by John G. Whitcomb. 

By 1905 the Charfotte had been re-
named the Ponemah and was owned by 
Charles E. Riley. In 1909 it had been 
purchased by T .R. Cutler and hailed 
from Trinidad in the British West 
Indies. It can no longer be found in the 
(British) Lloyds Register ofYachts 
after 1912. Most of Mr. Whitcomb's 
vessels had long lives. In the main they 
were fisherman and whalers and 
returned handsome incomes to their 
owners. 

The designer, Capt. George Melvin 
"Mel• McClain of Rockport started his 
career as a fisherman but along the 
way became known as a dab hand at 
vessel design. Over a dozen Provinc-
etown vessels were his creation includ-
ing the Sloop boat Pearl, built by Capt. 
Alton Daggett and the whaler Joseph 
Manta, built for Capt. Joseph Manta. 
(There was also a whaling schooner 
called the Joseph A. Manta, that was 
owned by Capt. Manta too.) 

GEORGE BRYANT 
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ESSAY 

Provincetown boat and vessel building 
From John Billington to The Atlantic Coast Fisheries Co. 

in New England's first industrial park 
By George D. Bryant 

This essay is dedicated to the memory 
of my neighbor 

Munro Moore, who was always fasci-
nated by boats. 

Without question the greatest physical 
changes that have taken place in Provin-
cetown over the past 50to 100 years have 
been to the properties along the harbor 
shoreline. 

These changes were precipitated, of 
course, by the decline of fishing and the 
collapse of the cold storage business, but 
the extraordinary demand for seasonal 
and part-time dwellings at the water's 
edge has been the dominating factor. 

I am aware of only one fishing family 
that still lives in a house by the harbor. 
All over the Cape and beyond, the shore 
has become the playground for those 
people who are willing to commit sub-
stantial financial resources to the pur-
chase and maintenance of a getaway 
dream home on the water's edge. 

The shore used to be the working place 
of the town. As recently as the 1940s it 
was a mostly open-air academy all along 
Commercial Street of skills related to the 
fisheries and the trades connected to 
them. At various times they consisted of 
boat and vessel building, rigging, caulk-
ing, painting, blacksmithing, fish pro-
cessing, whale oil rendering, barrel mak-
ing, etc. 

Well over 100 years ago excursionists 
came by steamboat and railroad to watch 
and absorb shore activity in this unique 
town. Photographs document it and the 
Provincetown Advocate-reported again 
and again the lively interaction between 
the tourists and natives. 

Nowadays, with even the continuation 
of fishing in question, those various rem-
nants of the industry that founded the 
town and sustained it for over 350 years 
may quickly disappear It is probably 
worth considering the observation of 
travel guru Arthur Frommer: "Tourism 
does not survive in a community that has 
lost its soul. "

The Old Shipyard in Yellow Leaf. At the beginning of World War II the Atlantic Coast Fisheries Co. sold the old 
Whitcomb shipyard to Manuel F. "Pat,. Patrick of the Flagship Restaurant nearby. 

Boatbuilding operations continued, at least seasonally, for several years. It was a colorful welter of scows, trap poles, 
spars, steel, trap boats and enormous boat cradles made of 12-by-12 stock. You will notice a portable capstan in front of the 
Vorse house near the left side of the photograph. This simple device was capable of drawing uashore boats and scows 
displacing more than 10 tons. This photograph was taken by Louise Bryant when she and her husband bought the property 
about 1949. Martin's Market, the former Bryant's Market, is next door to the left. 

The Beginnings 
It is not recorded when the first water-

craft was built in Provincetown. We can 
imagine, however, that over the centu-
ries prior to the arrival of the Pilgrims 
various early European explorers and 
fishermen anchored in our superlative 
harbor to repair or even build boats. 

The large open shallop that was car-
ried over below decks on the Mayflower 
had to be assembled on the beach and 
certainly required extensive work to keep 
it seaworthy during their first month of 
coastal investigation. This would have 
been the responsibility of the notorious 
John Billington, a London shipwright 

who was brought along expressly for his 
skills. 

We happen to know a lot more than we 
want to know about him because of events 
later in his life. Governor Bradford called 
him the most "profane" person in the 
colony and his family drove the others 
absolutely crazy. It was not an inspiring 
beginning for boat building in New En-
gland. 

While the Mayflower was still anchored 
in Provincetown, Billington's son Francis 
discharged some sort of firearm in the 
gunpowder compartment of the ship. By 
a miracle the vessel did not explode and 
make the Pilgrim adventure a footnote in 
history. Today if you visit Plimouth Plan-
tation you will find the replica of the 
Billington house in the middle of the 
reconstructed village with the actors who 
represent them cursing, swearing and 
throwing things around. 

The real John Billington's career ended 
abruptly when he was hanged and then 
drawn and quartered for having shot and 
killed another Englishman. Thus, the 
first boatbuilder became the first con-
victed murderer. 

The First Industrial Park 
in New England 

After the middle of the 17th century, 
the Pilgrims rented rights to the bounti-
ful shore fishing at the tip of the Cape to 
the highest bidders. Permanent settle-
ment naturally followed. While today we 
tend to think of the Province Lands as a 
nature preserve, it was in fact the first 
industrial park in New England. 

The activity consisted largely of shore 
fishing and whaling. Small boats and 
sweep seines would have been used for 
the work and there would have been 
constant shore activity repairing them. 
Try-works for the rendering of whales
and oily fish along with racks for the 

Continued to 
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Vessel and 
boat building 

Continued from page 5 
Bucksport, Maine, and in 1913 she hailed 
form San Juan, Puerto Rico. An interest-
ing vessel. She was built by and named 
for a member of the Samuel S. Swift 
family whose office and warehouse was 
next to the shipyard in a building that 
later became the Adrn. MacMillanHouse 
at 473 Commercial Street. He was one of 
the early aggressive importers of fisher-
men from Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. 

These men were valuable for a variety 
ofreasons, not the leastofwhich was the 
fact that they had traditionally fished 
the Grand Banks. At the time Canadian 
statutes made it very difficult for Ameri-
cans to fish in the area and our vessels 
were seized by them for relatively minor 
infractions. 

Thus a Cape Breton Scot on an Ameri-
can vessel could be very valuable as he 
knew the coasts, could slip in quietly and 
secure supplies and chat up the locals in 
their native Gaelic, and possibly receive 
a wink from the port officer who might 
even be a cousin. 

Col. L. M. Montgomery of the US Trea-
sury Department gave detailed testimony 
to Congress in August of 1888 which 
reflects on the history of our town and to 
some extent the controversy of aliens 
today. He said: "I should say that 75% of 
the fishing crews were aliens. They came 
principally from .Canada, some are Por-
tuguese, some Scandinavians, some are 
other Europeans. They come principally 
from Nova Scotia and chiefly from that 
part known as Cape Breton. 

"Theyhave the reputation of being ex-
cellent fishermen; they are able to obtain 
employment because they engage them-
selves for a less rate of wages. They work 
more continuously and are generally less 
expensive than the native fishermen; also 
because there are very fee native fisher-
men left to man the vessels. The native 
fishermen have been exterminated by 
the immigration of the alien and have 
gone into other occupations such as shoe 
factories ... and have practically ceased to 
be fishermen. 

"NativeAmericans, instead of enjoying 
their industrial occupation as fishermen 
have gone into a lower grade of occupa-
tion, into a comparatively debauched oc-
cupation, and we have lost a national 
industry."

Col. Montgomery continued: "Mr.S. S. 
Swift, one of the largest owners of fishing 
crafts at Provincetown, is now reported 
to me to have contracted for four crews 
(approx. 60 men) in 1887 in Nova Scotia, 
and so eager was he for their safe arrival 
to himself at his port by railroad that he 
watched for them at the depot lest some 
othercontractorofthe same locality might 
bribe them into another and better pay-
ing contract." 

He then described a charade that was 
taking place: "It is frequently the habit of 
the cook of a vessel who is known to the 
collector of the port as an American citi-
zen de facto, to go before the collector of 
that port according to the laws and regu-
lations and get a license for the command 
ofthe vesseL If the man is a citizen he can 
get a license for the law requires no test 
of seamanship in the case of sailing ves-
sels. A few miles from port, the cook goes 
tothegalleyandtheNovaScotiangoe&to 
the quarter-deck." 

Sch. Charlotte, built in 1901, designed 
by Capt. G. Melvin McClain of Rockport, 
Mass., 54 tons, length 88 feet, breadth 20 
feet, depth 9.6 feet, built as a yacht for 
James A Lawrence of Chicago, Ill.Was 
registered in the British West Indies a 
few years later. 

Henry J. Laney, yard was located at 
the foot of Good Templar Street near 
where Flyers Boatyard is now. 

(Vessel name unknown), a 15-ton 
Sharply model was built for Capt. 
Cushing Emery and brother for the net 
fishing business. "Her keel is part of the 
old ship Somerset wrecked on the back of 
the Cape 100 years ago," Prov. Advocate, 
March 1872. 

Provincetown 
boatbuilding 

Much less is known ofthe production of 
Provincetown boatbuilders because their 
smallercraftdidnotusuallyrequireFed-
eral documentation. 

The State Industrial Census of 1855 
has the following abstract for Provinc-
etown: "Establishments for the manu-
facture ofboats, 3; Boats built, 70; Emp., 
7."this was for one year at a time when 
business was slow. From this and other 
information I believe that between 2,000
and 5,000boats were built here in the 
19th century. They consisted of fishing 
boats of all kinds, whaleboats, seine boats, 
pleasure craft and scows. 

Isaiah Gifford. was building boats 
here in the 1S20s and 1830s. 

William W. Smith, built all kinds of 
boats, including whaleboats from the 
1850s through the 1880s. He also built 
surfboats for the United States Life Sav-
ing Service (USLSS). "[Smith] completed 
a boat last week for Rockland, Maine 
parties. The boat is 33-1/2 feet long, 
shaped like a whale boat, but made much 
lighter, is six oared and intended for 
rowingandsailing."Prov.Advocate,July 
1872. 

Alexander McKenzie, a general 
boatbuilder from the 1870s to 1890s. 
Builder of USLSS surfboats. Became 
noted for harpooning a swordfish in Sep-
tember, 1875, under what was later 
Manta's Wharf, where he worked. Prob-
ably came from Cape Breton,Nova Scotia. 

Isaiah H. Higgins (born 1839, died 
1909) and Asa T. Gifford (born 1830, 
died 1894). This firm began here about 
1870, later moved to Gloucester and be-
carne the largest boatbuilding outfit in 
the US. Their first shop was where the 
Post Office Restaurant is here today. 
Higgins learned to build boats from a 
great-grandfather of Stanley Snow who 
maintained a boatbuildingshop approxi-
mately where the Pat Hall parking lot is 
located now. 

Does anyone have a Higgins and Gifford 
catalogue? Higgins's son built the origi-
nal section of what is now the Lands End 
Inn in the West End. 

John G. Whitcomb, also built boats, 
"finished a pleasure boat for Mr. Charles 
H. Walker, of14 or 15 tons burden, schoo-
nerrigged, named the Ocean Bride."Prov. 
Advocate, July 1871. 

Charles D. Gardner, an early 20th 
century builder of work and pleasure 
boats, and USLSS craft. Originator of 
the Race Point Surfboat. His shop was 
located where the Julie Heller Gallery is 
now. 

John Pidgeon (born 1850, died 1928), 
born in Charlottetown, P .E. I. He worked 
in the old shipyard of John Whitcomb at 
469-4 71 Commercial Street. He mostly 
repaired trap boats and scows. After John 
Whitcomb died the property was owned 
successively by the Consolidated Weir 
Co. (which owned the Ice House) and the 
Atlantic Coast Fisheries Company, its 
corporate successor. It is likely that 
Pidgeon was an employee of the cold 
storage companies. His work partner was 
Alexander J. McQuarrie and older resi-
dents sometimes referred to the property 
as Pidgeon and McQuarrie's. McQuarrie 
was likely a native of Cape Breton Is-
land. 

His daughter Annabel was our third 
grade teacher at the Center School. He 
lived at 3 Cook Street, which is now the 
Asheton House. 

Manuel Furtado, built boats in the 
first third of the 20th century opposite 
Flyer Santos's house. 

Jot Small, built work and pleasure 
boats where Charles Gardner worked. 

... Hathaway, built boats and gasoline 
dories next to what is the Pied Piper Real 
Estate office. 

... Smith, built boats where the Mews 
Restaurant is now. 

... Freeman or ... Lewis, built boats 
where Munro Moore's shore property is 
at 475 Commercial Street. 

Continued to page 21 

Provincetown boat and vessel building 
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drying offish would have covered all the 
open spaces close to the shore. Nets would 
have been treated with tar and dried on 
low bushesbehind the town as they were 
up until 30 years ago. Boats certainly 
would have been built. 

Untilthe19th .century the production 
of boats inProvmcetown is not clearly 
known. Offshorewhaling and fishing 
vessels hailedfrom here starting in the 
early decades of the 18th century but the 
townwasdepressedfor about forty years, 
begmmng With the Revolutionary War 
and ending with the War of 1812. When 
the growth of the town really started 
about 1820, maritime trade craftsmen 
moved here and boat production acceler-
ated. 

Most of the boats built were not for 
local use,as it turns out, though many 
were. built for our inshore fisheries. 
Provincetown'sprotected and normally 
ice-freeharbor attracted many large sail-
mg vessels during storms. Each of these 
would have carried several small boats 
that had to be repaired or replaced from 

time totime. Ourvigorous 19th century 
whalingfleetsrequired a constant sup-
ply, whichIs reflected in the old whaler's 
maXIm: A dead whale or a stove boat."

We know what most of the old boats 
generally looked like, but the actual arti-
facts are quite rare. 

After a major northeast storm in 1977 
Leo Fleurent, known as "Leo-the-
Dunesman," who lived in a shack year 
ro.und between Race Point and Peaked 
Hill,rushed into town to tell me an un-
usual story. During a lull at ]ow tide he 
ventureddown to the beach and found an 
ancientboat sticking out of an under-
mmed sand bank. 

It looked, he said, "likesomething out 
ofanN.C. Wyeth pirate story illustra-
tion." When he returned at the conclu-
sion of the storm the bank had been 
furthereroded and no traces of the boat 
remamed. 

Nextweek: Bryant will outline in de-
tailthe boat and vessel builders ofProv-
mcetown and the boats they built as far 
as hehas been ascertain them from his-
tonca] sources. 



ESSAY 

Provincetown boat and vessel building 
This isthe secondpart of an eBBay by 

Provincetown historian George D. Bry· 
ant on boat and vesselbuildingin Prov-
incetown. 

The first part last week detailed the 
origins of boat building. This week, Bry-
ant outlines the buildersand the vessels 
they built as far as he has been able to 
ascertain from historical records. 

By George D. Bryant 

Thousands of fishing, whaling, cargo 
and pleasure craft have hailed from our 
town in the past 300 years. 

The majority, like the famous Sch. Rose 
Dorothea, were builtin the various yards 
of Essex by Yankees and later by French 
Canadian immigrants. Many others came 
from Gloucester, Kennebunk, Bath and 
Boston. Our locally built vessels and boats 
came from yards and shops here oper-
ated by Yankees, Portuguese and Nova 
Scotians. 

I should explain that length and dis-
placement alone did not differentiate 
boats from vessels. There were seine boats 
a1most 40-feet long that were completely 
open and propelled by many oarsmen. 
According to the old manner of designa-
tion a boat .was usually without a deck 
and was framed and planked lightly. 
Some were even fully ceiled. 

Vessels were those watercraft that 
were larger, decked and were framed and 
planked more heavily. Any craft 60 feet 
or so long or longer was always a vessel 
and something about 15 feet long could 
never be called anything but a boat, but 
in between there were some craft that 
were hard to define. Yet steamboats, no 
matter how gigantic they might be, were 

always called boats. Nowadays nearly 
everything hailing from ports in this area 
is called a boat, except in the old oyster 
port of Norwalk, Conn., where the head 
of the Police Marine Division, a colleague 
tells me, calls anything larger than a 
kayak a vesseL 

Before beginning the list! would like to 
ask if anyone knows the origin of the 
word pungo. There are references in the 
Provincetown Advocate in the 1870s to 
them and as recently as the 1960s most 
wooden skiffs were called pungos. Usu-
ally they were homemade. I remember 
my childhood pal and fellow teenage 
builder, Sammy Janopolis, constructing 
a very handsome one when he was nine 
or ten years-old. Is the word WestIndian, 
Yankee, Portuguese, Native American, 
Down east, or what? I have not found it in 
a standard dictionary. 

Provincetown Vessel 
Building 

Charles Genn and Ervin Swan, 
Master Carpenters (the location of their 
yard is unknown): Sch. Alpha, built in 
1834, 34 92/95 tons, length 46'1"; breadth 
14' 7-1/2"; depth 6' 1-1/4"; one deck, two 
masts, pink stern, probably a fisherman. 

John G. Whitcomb, Provincetown's 
pre-eminent vessel builder, located at 
469-4 71 Commercial St., where my black-
smith shop is today. Whitcomb was born 
in Yarmouth, Maine, in 1835 and died 
here in 1901just after he completed the 
Sch. Charlotte. He started building at a 
time when the aftereffects of the Civil 
War and the introduction of greenbacks 
boosted the fisheries. 

Sch. Alcyone, built in 1866, 87.61 net 
tons, length 82.2 feet, breadth 21.7 feet, 
depth 8.6 feet, built of oak with iron and 
copper fastenings. A whaler most of her 
life, later in the West Indies fruit trade. 
Ended up hailing from Boothbay, Maine. 
Stranded and abandoned May 4, 1910, 
Amherst Magdalen Islands, Quebec. In 
1916 George Barker wrote a book about 
her: The Thrilling Adventures of the 
Whaler Alcyone. 

Black whalemen dominated the whal-
ing industry here from about 1875 to 
1910. They were almost all from the West 
Indies and usually occupied all of the 
positions on a Provincetown whaler apart 
from the top three or four. An exception 
was Capt. Colin Stevenson, who was born 
in Bequia and was master for many years 
of the Alcyone. I identified him in 1973 
and later received a Fellowship from the 
Mystic Seaport Museum to piece together 
the story of his life and his exceptional 
accomplishments. 

He was one of only two or three black 
American whalingcaptains. His employer 
on the Alcyone was Capt. George 0. 
Knowles, who along with Capt. Joseph 
Manta were the last whaling fleet own-
ers here. 

Sch. Cora Morrison, builtin 1866,84.45 
net tons, length 79.2 feet, breadth, 22.7 
feet, depth 8.1 feet., hailed from Well-
fleet, last appears in the 1888 List of 
Merchant Vessels of the United States 
(MVL). she was probably a fisherman. 

Sch. Freddie W. Alton, built in 1867, 
81.90 net tons, length 77 feet, breadth 
22.7 feet, depth 8.2 feet, built for the 
Daggett family as a fisherman, was sold 
to Rockland, Maine, then back to Provin-
cetown and ended up at Bath, Maine. 

She returned to Provincetown in the 
spring of 1899 when there was a sudden 
demand for the old- fashioned hard-dried 
salt codfish that was the only kind that 
Provincetown produced. Why? We had 
acquired old Spanish colonies in the West 
Indies. It became our market to serve 
rather than theirs. The new owner was 
Capt. Norman Matheson and he fished 
the Grand Banks. 

Half-Brig David A. Small (largestves-
sel ever built here) built in 1868, 113.83 
net tons, length 87.6 feet, breadth 22.9 
feet, depth 9.1 feet, built as a whaler. By 
1900 she hailed from Providence. 

Sch. George W. Pettes, built in 1869, 
89.58 tons, length 81.8 feet, breadth 22 
feet, depth 8 feet. George Pettes was a 
sailmaker who worked from a loft on 
George 0. Knowles wharf where the Bull 
Ring Apartments are today. 

Sch. Lotta Bell, built in 1869, 91.29 net 
tons, length 82.2 feet, breadth 22 feet, 
depth 8.2 feet, a fisherman, last appears 
in 1891MVL. 

Sch. Willie B. Wilbur, built in 1869, 
32.05net tons, length 54 feet, breadth 17 
feet, depth 6 feet, last owner was W. 
Wareham. 

Sch. Novelty, built in 1871 by 
"Whitcomb, Standish and Co.," 11.8 tons. 
"Instead ofbeing launched on ways to the 
water was taken down on rollers,"(From 
the Provincetown Advocate). Built for a 
Capt. Nickerson. 

Sch. Willie L. Swift, built in 1875, 92.65 
net tons, length 81 feet, breadth 22 feet, 
depth 8 feet, a Grand Banks fisherman 
early in life, later in the Newfoundland 
frozen herring trade and West Indies 
fruit trade, In 1909 hailed from 

Continued to page 19 
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Boats built by 
unknown builders 

Trap Boat Perseverance, built in 1901, 
11 net tons, length 31 feet, breadth 15 
feet, depth 5 feet, 10 hp gas engine. In 
1929 she hailed from Sag Harbor, NY. 

Trap Boat Puritan, built in 1915, 5 net 
tons, length 31 feet, breadth 9 feet, depth 
3.9 feet, 24 hp gas engine. In 1931 she 
belonged to the Atlantic Coast Fisheries 
Company. 

Boat and vessel 
materials 

One of the interesting aspects of exam-
ining older buildings on the Cape is find-
ing materials in them that either came 
from watercraft or were brought into the 
area to be used in their construction. 

By the late 19th century a substantial 
amountofresinouslongleafsouthem pine 
was being shipped to New England for 
boatbuilding. Typically it was used in 
thicknesses ofl-inch and 1-3/4-inches to 
plank the outsides of boats that ranged 
up to about 30 feet in length. A consider-
able amount of this stock, which was 
usually found in widths of3 to 12 inches 
was diverted into homes here for use on 
kitchen floors and stair treading. It was 
sold free of knots and was nearly impos-
sible to wear out. The living room and 
kitchen floors in the Benjamin Collins 
bouse on South Pamet Road in Truro 
were finished in this way by Portuguese 
immigrant owners in the 1870s. It will 
outlast the bouse itself, which was built 
in 1750. 

Much more common were timbers that 
were salvaged from wrecked vessels. Deck 
beams, ceilings (the inner planking of a 
vessel) and the outer planking found 
particular favor with house carpenters 
as they could be recycled as floor joists 
and strongbacks. Most commonly they 
are found with crossectional dimensions 
of 2-by-6, 3-by-6 and 3-by-9. Some old 
decks beams have beaded edges. 

Planking and ceilings can be identified 
by the many boles in them that were once 
the path of wooden pins or metal spikes. 
I have one massive southern pine vessel 
plank that was formerly used as a work-
bench top. Its crossectional dimensions 
are 5-by-14 and it can barely be lifted. It 
must have been part of a vesselthat was 
close to 200- feet long. 

When I designed and supervised the 
renovation of the old Tillie's store, the old 
first- floor strongback was replaced. It 
turned out to be a white oak vessel plank 
that dates from the middle of the 19th 
century and is 2-by-10 in crossection. I 

take it to illustrated lectures on old New 
England houses to show that behind the 
painted clapboards there can be stuff 
that is more interesting than the 2-by-4s 
of today. 
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The sloop boat: The fisherman's favorite 
By George D. Bryant 

The type of single-masted fishing ves-
sel pictured here, the Gloucester sloop 
boat, was often the first that enterpris-
ing Provincetown Portuguese fishermen 
owned outright. 

They were used for nearly every kind of 
fishing, and they turned out to be par-
ticularlywellsuited for dragging because 
of their wide decks and ample sail power. 
Built in many locations in the Northeast, 
the favorites here were those built in 
Gloucester. 

mentation records in the 1940s, but not 
before her lines were recorded by Howard 
I. Chapelle of the Smithsonian. Unfortu-
nately, the Gloucester sloop boats were 
too big and be amy to con vert comfortably 
into yachts, as many Friendships were. 
They often suffered the indignity of hav-
ing their masts and bowsprits shortened 
when gasoline engines were installed 
almost universally in the smaller fishing 
vessels like these in the period between 
1905 and 1910. Before World War I gaso-
line dories started to appear. They were 
deckless open boats, usually covered with 
a canvas tarpaulin. They were mainly 
less than 20 feet long and powered with 
small engines. 

By 1920 the first draggers with non-
sailing hulls were evident, although they 
generally had a mast for stabilization 
and other purposes. 

There, brothers John and Hugh Bishop 
had the largest boatyard. Many sloop 
boats were designed by Thomas A. Irving 
and Capt. George M. McClain, according 
to my old friend the late Charlie Sayle Sr. 
of Nantucket, an expert on sailingves-
sels. To quickly characterize the 
Gloucester sloops, it can be said they 
were in many ways larger versions of the 
celebrated and now better known Friend-
ship sloops. 

A Gloucester sloop boat, the Albert Brown, under full sail. She was 43.2 feet long, 
15 feet in breadth and 6.4 feet deep 

If you want to see a model of a sloop 
boat, one is very prominently displayed 
in the front window of the Benson, Young 
and Downs Insurance Agency at 32 
Howland St. This is a model of the Elmer 
S., which was owned by the father of 
Warren Silva, who told me much about 
her. 

The Albert Brown was built in 1900 for 
Capt. George Brown, whose portrait ap-
pears in the upper left corner of the 
illustration. Originally, his surname was 
Braun. Historically, he was one of our 
few German immigrants. Many people 
remember his son Albert "Brownie" 
Brown, who lived with his wife Mary, a 
native of Ireland, at 495 Commercial St., 
which is now part of the Hargood House 
apartment complex. 

Notice that the Albert Brown is being 
used to carry a party of merrymakers or 
anglers on a summer cruise. Smaller 
local fishing vessels were often converted 
at a profit to passenger use for a few of 
the warmer months each year. The rest 
of the time she would have been a hard-
working fishing vessel with a crew of five 
or six men. 

Many were used in the spring mackerel 
fishery when they would be sailed to the 
coast of North Carolina in late April to 
follow that once very-sought-after fish as 
far as Nova Scotia, landing catches at the 
major ports along the way: New York, 

Newport, Boston, Gloucester and Port-
1anrl. Sloop boats were easily converted
to a different fishery use in a few days. 
Dan Mullins of New Bedford always 
claimed that dragging, as contrasted with 
other trawling, was developed by Portu-
guese fishermen in Provincetown. If so, 
sloop boats were probably the vessels 
involved. 

The last owner of the Albert Brown 
here was apparently John Caton of 7 
Anthony St. John's wife, Almeda Carlos, 
was a sister of Herman Tasha's mother. 
Tasha, an octogenarian, remembers the 
Albert Brown very well. After World War 
I she no longer hailed from Provincetown. 
Does anyone know her ultimate fate? 

Sloops have been a part of our mari-
time heritage since the first settlement, 
but they really flourished after the Civil 
War. At that time immigrant fishermen 
from the west of Ireland settled around 
Boston and sought American versions of 
their traditional Galway Hookers. From 
that point until the end of sail a variety of 
sloop boats were built in New England. 
In 1908, for example, there were 78 docu-

Gloucester sloop boats 
from Provincetown 

The Gloucester sloop boats hailing from Provincetown in 1908 were: 
The Albert Brown, which was owned by Ida Silva at that time 
The Dart, 41.3-feet long, built in 1902 and owned by Frank I. Sears 
The Iris, 39.5-feet long, built in 1888 and owned by Alfred Mayo 
The Lear C., owned by W.J. Corea, the father of Dr. George Corea, who was the 

father of school teachers Miriam and Bessie Corea; (Capt. Corea's father was 
Portuguese, his mother Irish and his wife a Scot from Cape Breton Island, 
Canada.The Lear C was 47.4 feet long, and she was built in 1901. I have some 
wonderful photographs taken of her by Dr. Corea that were lent to me by Jacquie 
Gleason, who is also a descendant of Capt. Corea) 

The Lizzie B. Foster, 36.7- feet long, owned by Daniel Wi11iams and built in 
1899; (I remember Lizzie Foster herself as an elder citizen with a lively mind and 
a good sense of humor. I delivered groceries to her twice a week at 70A Commercial 
St. near the corner of West Vine. She was the aunt of Margaret Williams (Mrs. 
John V. Morris) of Pleasant Street and she was related to CharlieBennett) 

The Magnolia, 45.6-feet long, built in 1901 and owned by Manuel E. Silva. She 
may have been named for the section of Gloucester by that name 

The Malicia Enos, 40 feet long, built in 1903 and owned by Manuel Davis 
The Pearl, 40.6 feet long, built in 1899 for Alton and Fred Daggett. (Any 

photograph of Fred showed him with one arm. About 20 years ago the late Warren 
Silva of Bangs Street told me why. After the Pearl was powered with a gasoline 
engine, Fred got a piece of his sleeve caught in it while manually starting it. His 
arm was mangled to the extent that it had to be amputated. If a fisherman didn't 
drown, he was likely to be mutilated. During a particularly severe period of vessel 
losses in the 19th century the cry arose in Gloucester: "Those aren't fish, they're 
men's lives!"Warren Silva was an enormous help to me over the years. He was 
born in the early 1890s. He possessed a good mind and was capable of recalling 
fine details of life in Provincetown and his childhood); 

The Vesta, 43-feet long, built in 1898 and owned by Joseph J. Roberts. (In his 
later years Capt. Roberts was the proprietor of the Provincetown Liquor Mart. At 
one time he also owned the Lear C. His daughter Margaret Roberts of Provinc-
etown has a fine photograph of the Lear C. ploughing through the sea. The 
Smithsonian has the lines of the hull of the Vesta. Copies may be purchased from 
it. She was one of the few sloop boats with a plumb stem. I find plumb-stemmed 
vessels very special because there were so few of them. Three Provincetown fishing 
schooners had them: the Governor Russell, the Susan R. Sante, which were both 
from the same model, and the carrieW. Philips. 

men ted fishing and whaling vessels sail-
ing from Provincetown. One-thirdofthese 
were sloop boats, of which nine were 
built in Gloucester and 19 elsewhere. 

After 1908 the number of sloop-rigged 
vessels dwindled every passing year with 
the introduction of gasoline engines. No 
Gloucester sloop boat survives. The very 
last, the Laura Enos, which hailed from 
Gloucester, disappeared from the docu-

Does anyone have any information 
about the sloop boats that I have listed or 
others? I am preparing a publication 
about them and would be obliged for any 
facts or photographs. 

Other sloop boats 
from Provincetown 

Other sloop boats hailing from Provincetown in 1908: 
The Active, 41.4 feet, built in Essex in 1895 and owned by Manuel E. Silva. 
The Albert Drummond, 32 feet and built in Bristol, Me. in 1888 
The Bessie S. Kelley, 30 feet, built in Portland in 1894 and owned by B.R. 

Kelley. 
The Betsy Ross, 36 feet, built in Bristol, Me. in 1898. (She was owned by Capt.

JohnK. Cobb, who lived where Frank Foley lives now at 532 CommercialSt. Capt.
Cobb'sgranddaughter, painter Joan C. Marsh and her husbandAl are converting 
his old fish shed at 533 CommercialSt. into a winter home. I have had the 
pleasure and challenge of designing it. Arm's full of old fishing appliances and 
boat gear had to be removed and stored before reconstruction could begin, but 
nowhere in the collection was there an old quarterboard of the Betsy Ross that 
could be used for decoration.) 

The Briganza, 35.3 feet long, built in Bremen, Me. (pronounced Breeman) in 
1896 and owned by J.W. Fuller. 

The Ella Francis built in Provincetown in 1872. She was 28.5 feet and was 
owned by Mary E. Smith. 

The Eunice, 30.5 feet built in Friendship. Me. in 1889 and owned by L.P. Hatch 
The Florence, 34 feet, owned by John F. Cook and builtin Rockland, Me. in 1896 
The Golden Eagle, 44.2 feet, built in Beverly in 1890 and owned by William 

Miller 
The Grace Darling, 27.6 feet, built in Provincetown in 1862 and owned by the 

Joseph Weeks Estate 
The John W. Caswell, 36 feet, built in 1886 in Waldoboro, Me. and owned by 

John B. (Bertie) Bangs. (He lived in the last house on the left side ofLovetts Court
with his wife Lena and young daughter Helen. Bertie had left the US Life Saving 
Service a few years before. Most of the Life Savers were fishermen to begin with. 
From April to October when the stations were closed they went netting generally. 
In this way they kept their hands in the fishing business. If a good opportunity 
arose to buy a fishing boat for year-round employment, they could leave the 
service. Helen eventually became the only full-time employee of the Provincetown 
Advocate, under Mr. Hopkins' ownership and was the wife of Frankie Henderson) 

The Letha May, 29.9 feet, built in St. George, Me. in 1884 and owned by R.W. 
Cook. (The St. George River is one of the smallest of the Maine coastal rivers, but 
it was and still is important in boatbuilding. My brother Eugene lives in East 
Palermo near the head of the river); 

The Mildred and Blanche, 29.5 feet, built in 1891 in Friendship and owned by 
Diogo da Souza 

The Minnie, 27.2 feet, builtin Portland, Me. in 1872 and owned by Manuel Enos 
The Mogul, 30.5 feet, built in Bremen, Me. in 1893 and owned by W.M. Elwell 
The Nancy, 38.5 feet, built in Provincetown in 1894 for Edwin W. (Ed Walter) 

Smith. (He was the last person to have been born in the fishing settlement on Long 
Point before the U.S. government evicted everyone at the time of the Civil War. Ed 
Walter, and later his daughter Mabel Stillings, lived in the old Cape house on the 
west side of Law Street, which is still owned by the family. Most people remember 
Mabel and her relatives as prominent Republicans. She was invited along with 
other local party members to go to Washington in 1952 to celebrate General 
Eisenhower's victory. Provincetown was heavily Republican in the 19th century 
for one practical reason: they treated fishermen like other manufacturers and 
were nearly constantly in favor of keeping cheaper foreign fish out of the US. If it 
were allowed at all they legislated high tariffs.) 

The Reliance, 37.5 feet, built in 1903 in Friendship and owned by Wm. B. Lewis 
The Sylvia, owned by Edward Q. Weeks, and built in Friendship in 1896. 
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The Pilgrims and Their Heritage Here 
By George D. Bryant 

About one thousand persons in Prov-
incetown are living descendants of the 
Mayflower passenger Stephen Hopkins 
- a remarkable number when you 
consider the changes and disruptions 
our old fishing town has gone through 
over the years during its transforma-
tion into a zany summer theme park. 

This Thanksgiving I would like to 
sketch some aspects of the Church of 
the Pilgrims, its material manifesta-
tions, its outgrowths and legacy. 
Church and town, which were insepa-
rable at the beginning ofEnglish settle-
ment here, became quite separable and 
even antagonistic along the way to the 
end. 

For over 160 years the original horne 
of the Congregational Church parson 
stood on land that is now occupied by 
the Grace Hall Parking Lot. Visible 
from the town and serving as a land-
mark for ships, it was a symbol of the 
force that created and built New En-
gland and many of the institutions 
that affect our lives today. It was the 
most important house in town at the 
time. 

In the old records the building is 
referred to as the Orthodox Manse. 
Appropriately, it overlooked the site of 
the signing ofthe Mayflower Compact. 
Winston Churchill called the compact 
"one of the remarkable documents in 
history. A spontaneous covenant for 
political organization." 

Grace Hall, the last private owner of 
the old parsonage, gave the property to 
the town to be used for educational 
purposes. It was allowed to fall apart. 
I remember broken windows and doors 
falling off hinges. High schoolers used 
it for snogging and as a smoking haunt. 
Eventually and without any ceremony 
the house was pulled down and taken 
to the dump. The little knoll on top of 
Lothrop Hill on which it sat was bull-
dozed and the land paved. Now, for a 
few dollars a day, you can park where 
it once stood. 

The original Othodox Church was 
closebytheManse. It stood until1843, 
almost on the spot where St. Peter the 
Apostle Roman Catholic Church is now. 
Church and Manse both faced what 
was called Vine Street, the now-miss-
ing counterpart of West ·Vine Street. 
Vine Street began near the Oldest Cem-
etery on Court Street and followed the 
routes of present-day Prince, Bradford 
and Freeman Streets down to the land-

ing on the harbor. 
I do not know exactly when the Manse 

was sold, but the congregation started 
a long but fitful decline not long afterit 
was built. One reason was the emer-
gence of Methodism that swept Prov-
incetown and the Lower Cape starting 
about 200 years ago. The growth of 
Universalism was also a factor. 

Hoping to stave off oblivion, the Con-
gregationalists moved to Commercial 
Street in 1843. They used some of the 
timbers from the former 
Vine Street church in 
their new building. They 
modernized and enlarged 
the structure in the 1870s, 
which still exists, buried 
behind ice cream and 
clothing stores next to the 
Town Hall. It now houses 
Club Euro. 

Mary (Miller) Hen rique 
attended the church as a 
child in the 1940s when it 
was reduced to a congre-
gation of approximately 
20 loyal attendees. She 
particularly remembers 
the valiant efforts of her 
great-aunts Lizzie (Leah) 
and Jessie Matheson to 
keep the place going. She 
has vivid memories of the 
wonderful Mrs. Walter 
Stiff who led the choir of 
only two or three people 
and who trilled, warbled 
and physically shook as 
she sang. A swan song it 
was. Before long the 
building was sold, bringing to an abrupt 
end an institution that dated back to 
the founding of the town. 

The legacy that the Pilgrims and Pu-
ritans left endures in a material way 
all over New England. Can you imag-
ine how different the landscape would 
be if the first settlers had been the 
Vikings or the Spanish? The Pilgrims 
saw themselves in 1620 as the Jews 
going out into the wilderness. The Old 
Testament was their map and corn-
pass. Sermonsand lectures were their 
art form. They made many mistakes, 
but nowhere else in the Americas did 
any pioneering group do many things 
well. They believed in the dignity of the 
individual and his labor. The first col-
lege, Harvard, and the Revolution in 
New England were largely their crea-
tures, along with the Town Meeting, 
our system of government and the gist 

of our laws today. 
Mary Henrique calls Stephen 

Hopkins the "ancestor of us all." Over 
several decades, beginning after the 
tum of the century, about 60 of his 
female descendants formed the Re-
search Club. One of the club's objec-
tives was to collect and preserve the 
smaller objects of our heritage. You 
may have read over the last several 
weeks how these invaluable remnants 
of our material culture have been 

treated at the Cape Cod Pilgrim Me-
morial Association and sold or removed 
from town. You can just imagine what 
those hard-working and dedicated 
women, beginning with their leader, 
Gertrude De Wager, would have to say 
if they could come back today. Dust 
would fly, and there would be a general 
house cleaning- not of things but of 
people. You can be certain they would 
make every effort to retrieve all the old 
things they had lovingly collected. 

The Parsonage: A three-quarter 
captain's house 

The photograph above shows two later "ells" and a privy attached at the end. 
The main part was about 25-ft. by 30-ft. in plan. The massive chimney indicates 
the original heat sources were fireplaces. Note the skylights on the western roofs, 
wooden gutters and rain leaders used to fill the brick house cistern, the old-style 
shutters lacking a center stile, a dormer only as wide as the window it held, black-
painted sash and painted shingles. To illustrate how ludicrous aspects of zoning 
can be, this old building would be in many ways non-conformingtoday and could 
not be built without a handful of special permits. Note the lilac hedge. 

The Truro parsonage still stands on North PametRoad nearly opposite Joseph 
Duarte's property. Duarte's is a full captain's house, which points to the 
relatively greater importance of that town 200 years ago when they were both 
built. 

Wellfleet Congregationalists never built a parsonage. Rather, they rented or 
received the use of several houses over the years, according to Helen Purcell. 
Until about 1830 the Congregational Church was the established church in 
Massachusetts and was supported financially by all taxpayers. 

Interior of the parsonage 
The photograph at left was taken about 1900 from a position in 

the rear of the second "ell," looking from what appears to be a 
summer kitchen into the first "ell." Note the Windsor settee with a 
finely carved arm, a wash stick hanging from the wall behind it, the 
brick hearth that is about eight-feet-long and three-and-a-half feet 
deep, resting on soil. A combination oven and clothes boiler is 
featured in the brickwork behind the range, which is similar to 
many built here in the 1840s and 1850s. 

The concealed oven was probably about four-ft.-deep, three-ft.-
wide and two-ft.-high with a domed top. "Ells" were commonly 14-
to 18-ft.-wide, but this one appears to be about 20-feet-wide. The 
ceiling beams supporting the servants' quarters above are boxed 
six-by-sixes located on centers of three feet. Note the ceiling of the 
next room appears to be papered with the same material as can be 
seen on the walls. 

The long and narrow door at the right is a closet as it has no latch. 
In the alcove behind the clothes boiler, long checked aprons can be 
seen hanging. The first door in the next room opened into a sort of 
mud room, which had an exterior door on the east side of the 
building. It may have also contained a narrow staircase to the 
second floor or an old pantry and possibly a hatch or stairway to the 
round storage cellar that surely was somewhere below this section
of the building. One person. who studied this photograph said 
Shaker simplicity is evident in the house. Actually, most people 
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Thesloop boat:, The fisherman's favorite
. . . ' . . . . .. . ' ' . 

By George D. Bryant 

The type of single-masted fishing ves-
sel pictured here, the Gloucester sloop 
boat, was often the first that enterpris-
ing Provincetown Portuguese fishermen 
owned outright.
. They were used for nearly every kind of 
fishing, and they turned out to be par-
ticularlywell suited for dragging because 
of their wide decks and ample sail power. 
Built in many locations in the Northeast, 
the favorites here were those built in 
Gloucester. 

There, brothers John and Hugh Bishop 
had the largest boatyard.Many sloop 
boats were designed by Thomas A Irving 
and Capt. George M. McClain, acrording 
to my old friend the late Charlie Sale Sr.
of Nantucket, an expert on sailing ves-
sels. To quickly characterize the 
Gloucester sloops; it can be-said they 
were in many ways larger versions of the 
celebrated and now better known Friend-
ship sloops. 

The Albert Brown was built in 1900 for 
Capt. George Brown, whose portrait ap-
pears in the upper left corner · of the 
illustration. Originallyhissurname was
Braun. Historically, he was one of our
few German immigrants. Many people 
remember his son Albert "Brownie" 
Brown, who lived with his wife Mary, a 
native oflreland, at 495 Commercial St., 
which is now part of the Hargood House 
apartment complex. 

Notice that the Albert Brown is being 
used to carry a party of merrymakers or 
anglers on a summer cruise. Smaller 
local fishing vessels were often converted. 
at a profit to passenger use for a few of 
the warmer months each year. The rest 
of the time she would have been a hard-
working fishing vessel with acrewoffive 
or six men. 

Many were used in the spring mackerel 
fishery when they would be sailed to the 
coast of North Carolinain late April to 
follow that once very-sought-after fish as 
far as Nova Scotia, landing catches at the 
major ports along. the_ way: New York, 

mentation records in the 1940s, but not 
before her lines were recorded by_Howard 
I. Chapelle of the Smithsonian.Unfortu-
nately, the Gloucester sloopboats were 
too big and be amy to convert comfortably 
into yachts, asmany Friendships were. 
They often suffered the indignity of hav-
ing their masts. andbowspritsshortened 
when gasoline engines were installed, 
almost universally in the smaller fishing· 
vessels like these inthe period between 
1905 and 1910. Before World War I gaso-
line dories started to appear. They were 
deckless open boats, usually covered with 
a canvas tarpaulin. They were mainly 
less than 20 feet long and powered with 
small engines . . 

. 
By 1920 the first draggers with non-

sailing hulls wereevident, although they 
generallyhad a mast for stabilization 
and other purposes. 

A Gloucester sloop boat,: the Albert Brown, under full sail. She was 43.2 feet long, . If you want to see a model of a sloop 
15 feet in breadth and6.4 feet deep boat, is very prominently displayed 

Newport, Boston, Gloucester and Port- men ted fishing and whaling vessels sail-
land. Sloop boats were easily convertetl ingfromProvincetown. O.ne-thirdofthese 
to a different fishery use in a few days. were sloop boats: of which nine were 
Dan Mullins of 1New Bedford .always built in Gloucester and 19 elsewhere. 
claimed that dragging, as contrasted with .. After 1908 the number of sloop-rigged
other trawling, wa's developed by Portu- ' yessels dwindledeverypassingyearwith 
guese fishermen in Provincetown. If so, the introduction of gasoline engine.s. No 
sloop boats were probably the vessels Gloucester sloop boatsurvives.Tlie very 
involved. last, the' Laura Enos, which hailed from 

The last owner of the Albert Brown Gloucester,disappeared from the docu-. 
here was apparently. John Caton of 7 
Anthony St. John's wifeAlmeda CarlQs, 

in the front window ofthe Benson, Young 
and Downs -Insurance Agency at 32 
Howland St. This is a model of the Elmer 
S., which was owned ·by the father of 
WarrenSilva, who toldme much about 
her. 

Does anyonehave any information 
about the sloop boatsthat I have listed or 
others? I am preparing apublication 
about them and would be obliged for any
facts or photographs. 

was a sister of HermanTasha's-mother. 
Tasha, an octogenarian, remembers the 
Albert Brown very well.After World War 
Is he no longer hailed from Provincetown. 
Does ariyone know her ultimatefate?

Sloops have been a. part of our mari-
time heritage since the first settlement, 
but they really flourished after the Civil 
War. At that time immigrant fishermen 
from the west of Ireland settled around 
Boston and sought American versions of 
their traditional Galway Hookers. :From 
that point until the end of sail a variety of 
sloop boats were built in New England. 
In 1908, for example,there were7.8 docu-

Other sloop boats 
from Provincetown 

Other sloop boats hailing from Provincetown in 1908: 
The Active, 41.4 feet, built in Essex in 1895 and owned by Manuel E. Silva. 
The Albert Drummond, ·32 feet and built in. Bristol, Me. in 1888. 
The Bessie S. Kelley, 30feet, built in 'Portland in 1894 and owned by B'.R. 

Kelley. ' 
The Betsy Ross, 36 feet, built inBristol,Me. in 1898. (Shewas owned by Capt.

Gloucester ·slo.op boats 
.,from Provincetown : 

JohnK. Cobb, who livedwhereFra.nk Foleylives not at532 CommercialSt.Capt.
Cobb'sgranddaughter, painter Joan C. Marsh andherhusband Alareconverting 
his old fish shed at 533 Commercial .St. into. a winter home. I have had the 
pleasureand challenge of designing it. Arm's fullofoldfishing appliances and 
boat gearhad to beremoved and stored before couldbegin, but 
nowherein the collection was there an old quaterboardof the Betsy Ross. that 
couldbe used for decoration.) .. ' ' . 

The Briganza, 35.3 feet long, built in Bremen, Me .. (pronounced Breeman) 'in 
.189.6 .and owned by J.W. Fuller, . 

The Ella Francis built in .Provincetown in ·1872. She was ·28.5 feet and was 
The Gloucester sloop boats hailing from Provincetown in 1908 were: 'owned by Mary E. Smith. ; 
The Albert Brown, which wasownedby. Ida Silva at that time . ' . The Eunice, 30.5 feet built in Friendship. Me. in 1889 and owned by L:P. Hatch 
The Dart, 41.3-feetlong, built in 1902 and owned by Frank I. Sears The Florence, 34 feet, owned by John F. Cook andbuiltin Rockland, Me. in 1896 
The Iris; 39.5-feet longbuilt in 1888 and owned by Alfred· Mayo . The Golden Eagle; 44.2 'feet; built in Beverly in 1890 and owned by William 
The Lear C., owned by W.J. Corea, the father of Dr. George Corea, who was the · Miller 

father of ·school teachers Miriam and Bessie .Corea; (Capt . . Corea's father was . The Grace. Darling, 27.6 feet, built in Provincetown in 1862 and owned by the 
Portuguese, his mother Irish and hiswife a Scot from Cape Breton Island, Joseph Weeks Estate . 
Canada. The Lear C was 47.4 feet long, and she was built in 1901. I have some 'The John W. Caswell, 36 feet, built in 1886 in Wa]doboro, Me. and owned by 
wonderful photographs takenof her byDr. Corea that were lent to me by Jacquie John 'B. (Bertie) Bangs. (He lived in the. last house on the left side of Lovetts Court 
Gleason, who is also a descendant of Capt. Corea) withhis wife Lena and young daughter Helen. Bertie had left the US Life Saving 

The Lizzie B. Foster, 36.7- feet long, owned by Daniel Williams and built in Serviceafew years before. Most of the Life Saverswerefishermen ·to begin with. 
1899; (1 remember Lizzie Foster herself as an eldercitizen with a lively mind and Froin April to October when th;e stations were closed they went netting generally. 
a good sense of humor. I delivered groceries to her twice a week at 70ACommercial In this way theykept their handsin the fishingbus.iness. If a good opp()rtunity 
St.near the corner of West Vine.was the aunt of Margaret Williams (Mrs. arose, to buy a fishing boat for year-round employment, they could leave the 
John V. Morris) of Pleasant Street and she was related to Charlie Bennett) service. Helen eventually became the only full-time employeeof the Provincetown 

The Magnolia, 45.6-feet long, built in 1901 and owned by Manuel E. Silva.She Advocate,underMr. Hopkins'ownership and was the wife of Frankie Henderson) 
may have .been named for the section of Gloucester by that·name he Letha:May, 29.9 feet, built in St. George, Me. in 1884 and 9wned by R.W. 

The Malicia Enos, 40 feet long, ·built in 1903 and owned-by Manuel Davis. - -Cook. (The St. George River is one of thesmallest ofthe'Maine coastal rivers, but
The Pearl, 40 .. 6 feet long, built in 1899 for Alton and Fred Daggett. (Any it was and srillis important in boatbuildingMy brother Eugenelives in East 

·photograph ofFred showed him with one arm. About 20years ago the late Warren _Palermo near thehead of therive.r); . , 
Silva of Bangs Street told me why. After the Pearl was powered with a gasoline The Mildred _and Blanche, 29.5 feet, built in 1891in.Friendship and owned by 
engine,Fred got apiece of his sleeve caught in it while. manually starting it. His Diogo da Souza . 
arm was mangledto the extent.that it had to be ampu,tated. Ifa fisherman didn't T,he Minnie,27.2 feet, built inPortland,Me. in 1872 and ownedby Manuel Enos 
drown, he was likely to be mutilated. During a particularlysevere periodof vessel The Mogul, 30.5 feet, built in Bremen, Me.in 1893 and ownedby W.M. Elwell 
losses in the 19th century the cry arose in Gloucester:· "Those aren'tfish, they're The Naiicy, 38.5 feet, builtin Provincetown in 1894for EdwinW.(Ed Walter) 
men's lives!"WarrenSilvawas an enormous help to me over theyears~ He was Smith.(He_ was the last person to havebeen'born in the fishing settlement on Long 
born in the early 1890s. He possessed a'good mind and wascapable of recalling Pointbefore theU.S. governmentevicted everyone atthe time of the Civil War. Ed 
fine details of life inProvincetown and his childhoo4J; Walter,' and later hisdaughter. Mabel Stillings, livedin the old Cape house on the

The Vesta, 43-feet long, built in 1898 and owned by Joseph_J. Roberts (In his westside of LawStreet,whichis stillo.wned by thefamily. Most peopleremember 
later years Capt. Roberts was the proprietor of the Provincetown Liquor Mart. AtMabeland her relatives as prominentRepublicans. Shewas invitedalongwith
one time he also owned the Lear C. His daughter Margaret RobertsProvince- other localpartymembersto go'to Washington in 1952 to celebrate General
etown has a fine photograph of the Lear C. ploughing_through the sea. The Eisenhower's victory: Provincetownwas heavily. Republican_ in the 19th century
Smithsonian has the lines of the hull of the Vesta. Copies may bepurchased from~for .qne practical reason: (hey treated fishermen like other manufacturers arid 
it. She was one of the few sloop boats with a plumb stem. I findplumb-stemmedwere nearlyconstantlyin. favor. of keeping cheaper foreign fishout of the US.If it 
vesselsveryspecialbecausethereweresofewofthem.-ThreeProvincetownff.shing. were .allowed at all they legislated high tariffs;) . . . 
schooners had them: ihe Governor Russell, the SusanR. Sonte, which. were.both ·· The Reliance·, 37.5 feet,builtin 1903 in Friendship and owned by Wm.B. Lewis
from the same~m.odel, and the CarrieW. Philips.. .. ~ylvia, owned,by E,dward Q. Weeksand builtin Friendshipin1896.
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The Pilgrims and ·Their Heritage .Here 
.. . 

By George D. Bryant . ing on the harbor. 
Idonotknowexactlywhen the Manse

About one thousand persons in Prov- was sold, but the congregation started 
incetown are iiving descendants of the a long but fitful decline not long after it 
MayflowerpassengerStephenHopkins was built. One reason was the emer-
- a remarkable number when you gence of Methodism that swept Prov-
consider the changes and disruptions incetown and the Lower Cape starting 
ourold fishing town hasgone through about 200 years· ago. The growth of 
over the years during its transforma- Universalism was also a factor. 
tion into a zany summer theme.park. Hoping to. stave off oblivion, the Con-

This Thanksgiving I would like to gregationalists moved to Commercial 
sketch some aspects of the Church of Street in 1843. They used some of the 
the Pilgrims, its materialmanifesta- timbers from the former . 
tions, its outgrowths and 'legacy. Vine Str church 1in 
cHURCHand town, which were insepa- their NEWbuilding. tHEY
rable at the beginning ofEnglish sETTLE- modernized and enlarged 
men there, became quite separable and the structure in the 1870'S
even antagonistic along the way to the which still exists, buried 
end. behind ice cream and 

For over 160years the original home clothing stores next to the 
of the Congregational cHURCHPARSON Town hALL.It now houses 
stood on land that is now occupied BY cLUBEuro. 
the Grace Hall pARKINGLot. Visible Mary(Miller)Henrique 
from the town and serving as a land- attended the church as a 
MARKfor ships, it was a symbol of the child in the 1940Swhen it 
force that created and built nEW En- was reduced to a CONGRE-
gland and many of the institutions gation of approximately 
that affect our lives today. It was the 20 loyal attendees. sHE
most important house in town at the particularly remembers 
time. the valiant efforts of her 

In the old records the building is great-auntsLizzie(Leah) 
referred to as the Orthodox mABSE and Jessie Matheson to 
Appropriately, it overlooked the site of kEEPthe place going. sHE
the signing of the Mayflower Compact. has vivid memories ofthe 
Winston Churchill called the compact wonderful Mrs. Walter 
"ONE of the remarkable documents in sTIFFwho led the choir of 

· history. A SPONTANEOUScovenant for only two. or three people 
political organization." and who trilled, warbled 

Grace Hall, the last private owner of and physically sHOOK as 
the old parsonage, gave the property to she sang. A swan song it 
the town to be used for educational was. Before long the 
purposes. It was allowed to fall apart. building was sold, bringing TOan abrupt 
I remember broken WINDOWSand doors end an institution that DATEDback to falling off h1nges. hIGH EL r . , . , , 

SCHOOLERS used o " · • 
1t orsnoggingand as a smoking haunt. The legacy that the Pilgrims and Pu-
Eventually and without any ceremony ritans left endures in a material way 
the house was pulled down andtaken all over New England. Canyou imag-
to the dump. The little knollon top of ine how different the landscape would 
Lothrop Hill on whichit sat was. bull- be if the first settlers had been the 
dozed and theland paved. Now, for a Vikings or the Spanish? The Pilgrims
few dollars a day, ypucan parkwhere saw themselves in 1620as the Jews 
it once stood. · going out into the wilderness. The Old 

The original Othodox Church was Testament was their map and com-
close by the Manse. Itsstood until1843, pass. Sermonsandlectures weretheir 
almost on the spot where St.Peterthe art form. They made many mistakes, 
ApostleRomanCatholicChurchisnow. but nowhere else in the Americas did 
Churchand Manse both faced what any pioneering group do many things 
was called Vine Street,thenow-miss- well. They believed in the dignity of the 
ing counterpart of West Vine Street. individual and his labor. The first col-
VineStreetbeganneartheOldestCem- lege, Harvard, and the Revolution in 
etery on CourtStreet and followed the New England were largely their crea-
routes of present-day Prince,Bradford tures, along with the Town Meeting, 
and Freeman Streets down to the land- our system of governme.nt and thegist 

' ' 

of our laws today. 
Mary Henrique calls Stephen

Hopkins the "ancestor of us all." Over
several decades, beginning after the 
tum of thecentury, about60of his 
female descendants formed the Re-
search Club.Oneofthe club's objec-
tives was to collect and preserve the 
smaller objects of our heritage. You 
may have read over the last several 
weeks how these invaluable remnants 
of our materialculture have been . . . 

0 

The,... D - · -·,.. r ... ,..., age

treated at the CapeCodPilgrimMe-
morial Association and sold orremoved 
from town, You can just imagine what 
those hard-working and dedicated 
women, ' beginning with theirleader, 
Gertrude De Wager, would have to say 
if they could come back today. Dust 
would fly, and there would be a general 
house cleaning- not of things but of 
people. You can be certain they would 
make every effort to retrieve all the old 

. things they had lovingly collected. 

captain's house 
The photograph above shows two later""ells"and a privy attached at the end. 

The main part was about 225-ft. by30-ft.in plan. The massive chimney indicates
the original heat sources were fireplaces. Note the skylights on the western roofs, 
wooden gutters and rain leaders used to fill the brick house cistern, the old-style 
shutters lacking a center stile, adormer only as wide as the window it held, black-
painted sash and painted shingles. To illustrate howludicrous aspects of zoning 
can be, this old building would be. in many ways non-conformingtoday and could 
not be built without a handful of special permits.Note the lilac hedge. 
· The Truro parsonage still standson North PametRoad nearly opposite Joseph 
Duarte'sproperty. Duarte's is a full captain's house, which points to the 
relativelygreater importance of that town 200years ago when they were both 
built. J • 

Wellfleet Congregationalists never built a parsonage. Rather, they rented or
received the use of several houses overthe .years, according to Helen Purcell. 
Untilabout 1830 the Congregational Churchwas the established church in 
Massachusetts and was supported financially by all taxpayers. 

Interior of theparsonage 
The photograph at left was taken about 1900from a position in 

the rear of the second "ell," looking from what appears to be a 
summer kitchen into the first "ell." Note the Windsor settee with a 
finely carved arm, a wash stick hanging from the wall behind it, the 
brick hearth that iis about eight-feet-long and three-and-a-half feet 
deep, resting on soil. A combination oven and clothesboiler is 
featured in the brickwork behind the range, which is similar to 
many built here .in the 1840sand 1850s. . 

The concealed oven was probably about four-ft.-deep, three-ft.-
wide and two-ft.-high with a domed top. "Ells" were commonly 14-
to 18-ft.-wide, but tbis one appears to be about 20-feet-wide. The 
ceiling beams supporting the servants' quarters above are boxed 
six-by-sixeslocated on centers of three feet. Note the ceiling of the 
next room appears to be papered with thesame material as can be 
seen on the walls. . 

The long and narrow door at the. right is a closet as it has nolatch. 
In the alcove behind the clothes boiler, long checked aprons can be 
seen hanging. The first door in thenextroom opened.into a sort of . 
mud room, which had an exterior door on the east side of the
building.It may have also contained a narrow staircase to the 
second floor or an old pantry and possibly a hatch or stairway to the 
round storage cellar that surelywas somewhere below this section 
of the building. One person. who studied . this photograph said 
Shakersimplicity is evident in the house. Actually, most people 
lived thatway. · -
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APassenger ontheSchooner· __ ·· . 
. AbbyForest

"AGoodCatch" 
· · "Among all of ourfishermen noneare 
more hardy and venturesome than the 
Portuguese,in fact theyconstitute the 
body of those who-trawl for fish hereir. 

. the winter. Capt.Frank Wager is one of
these. He left the harbor Monday before : 
noonin sch. Ira Kilburn, set his trawl by . 
2.o'clock p.m.and at8p.m. was back in.' 
theharbor with 4,690 pounds of excellent · 
cod or $140.70 worth paidtohim by . 
Messrs. J. & L:N. Paine." · · ' ' : 
ProvincetownAdvocate, Feb.18, 1874 ' 

. .. -.~;_;: -~' .:~ . ) • .. ":~.l_,' ~ .. 

.- With the appearanceof this brief no-:. 
tice,Frank Carlos Wager hadthe m dis-·: 

· tinction of being th.e firstPortuguese-
born fisherman to be'mentioned inthe

· youngProvincetownAdvocate.· (;._· :~::~~;:·;, 
.Trawling as a fishing techniquewas

just supplantinghand-lining.Men, rather.· · 
than boys,were neededto managethe , 
awkward trawl lines withthe individual,.... 
baited hooks which dangled from. them . . 
Provincetownwas themostpopuus and·: 
prosperous town on the Cape,supporting Co . En · k C .. ·

1 
We

t b k . i t't ti h st apt. ran ar os Wager . . wo an mg 1ns I u ons w ere '.m,os ~ ·· . . ;···, , ... . . ! •. ·:. . . :--·. 

I, 

· towns had rione. The . railroadhdar- · most -towns hae ever had. The Essex 
rived the year before, permitting for the•: Shipbuilding Museum,wheremostof , 
first time. quick reshipmentof the iced . thegreatsschooners were built,uses the . 

. fresh fish that thPortuguese were so trailboardsof one of herfamilysvessels ,., 
adept at catvhing Thingswerechang- as decorationon theirletthead,bythe'·.-' 
ing, and the 'birth of the Provincetown way. .! ~· · ·. · ~_.:·, • • .. 

Advocate reflectedthe importanceof the Ihad my first contact withthe life o off :; · 
town. · . . Capf. ankWagerm anacciaenlarway"". ""'·""·· I--~~,._~ 
· I reeently'visited·AI· aild Bea.Wager~f- :.·.'·'.Abo~t 1~ years: ago I ~~s 'in the 'B~stqn -~·., 

40 Bradford Street to ask him about .his '·· Public Library researchmg the sad hfe of,.~, • ,..., " 1<t r • .f.l .. . ~ ~ . . 1-

grandfa,ther, Capt. Wager, anddetails abright immigrantgirl who at age15
about hisfamily. AI remembershim well, - had jumped from' a wharf that waslo-
recalling specifically his annual summer ,,. cated exactly w_here the CoastGuard :."' . . . .... . . ~ ,... .~ (~ ... 
visits from Maldenaroundthe timeofpier Is today inthe West End.She . 
World WarI until; his deathin. 1922at drowned herselfratherthan submitto

r· llAA.§.8.:J;t.,tw~.R-Hfca:~lw-r~~~hl_ - . . s e c a I me . hhadsexually ·! I 
la,ted literally mto Enghsh as"wager"molested herSheandFRank has Frank had emi ·'. 
(bet). . · · . . grated on thesamevessel fromthe Azores · 
Capt.Wager produced an average-sized ' . to Provincetown along with 46 others , 
famil,'as "i_t .was c~l.cylate_d_in the• 1~th .: /.·¥os.~ of:. the_ p~~p!e q~. th~ Ji,i~ ~er~~ -·.·I 
century. TheeldestwasAl's,father,~ank · single maleswho were largelyeither
C.Wager Jr. The next was Joseph,who · teenagers or intheir: 20sthree were
marriedNellHinckley,hadasonGeorge U.S. citizens whowere proprobably
and lived in Provincetown most of his . , whalemen returning foomthe Azores.
LifeThe third was Mary,who didn'tmarry ', Onewas a nativeof St.. . Helena, which
andlived.. in Malden. The forthwas was.alsoa whaleman'srerdezvous.Many . 
William,.who fished out of Boston where of the Portuguese names.were al.tered or . 
the fresh-fishing business eventually incorrectly spelled. Capt. Wagerwas . ----==-- . - - -.,.-. ------
settled. Wilhelmina. followea. Shemar- -listed as Frank Wedge. ' Everyyear the Town Hall and other
rieda barber in Malden named Codoza, ' Thevessel wasthe Sch. Abby Forestof agenciesget inq'uiries from aroundthe
and they had ninechildren. The last was · Pro_vincetown. A' man named Smith was . country from people trying to learn more

Eva. She marrieda . man named . Cook.. : her master,she displaced197 tons, and '· oftheir backgrounds, and every yearit
. from Provmcetown who was a member of. shearnved here, on August 224, 1854. The . · . becomes more difficult to trace it as memo-

the U.S.Life-Saving Service at the same· . man from St. Helenawas named Davis. ,, . ries fade. It is really up to the people still 
time as Al's fatl:Ier. . . . ·, The Portuguese passengerswere-named .. · livinghere to make an efforttoreco.rd as ls• 

Frank C. Wager, Jr. married Phoebe · .as follows with several people sharing much solidinformationaspossible: .. '· . 
Silva, who was the daughter of Capt. the same name:.'Rosa, Azulosy, Frank, •: I brought the American-Portuguese , 
John G. Silva of Provincetown,a native ,Marrone, Wedge; Peter, Sebastine, varia- . . Historicaland Genealogical Society here
ofGraciosa. Silvawas the very successful . tions ofTavares, Silva, Joseph, Williams, a few years ago. Theygave a workshopson " 

.. master of the Sch. Joseph P. Johnson, a . Viera,Peira, Miller, Francis, Malzes, ·. tracing "roots"back in the Azores which 
fresh-fishing'v.essel whose portrait hangs · Pulse e, Concia,Jesu;Jerome,Lawrence, , isdifficult for a number of reasons.It was ·I'. 
in the town library. They had three chil- : Antonio, Enos an-'d Gonzalves .. :·• · .· . .-· poorly attended, but ! ,principallY, recall .-J. 
dren who ' lived into adulthood: . Lewis, -· . , Capt. Wageris one pf thefew, I am.;~~ Dolores DeSouzaand formerPoliceChief· . 
who was the superintendent of the sure,for whom thereis alivingmemory. :§ FrancisMarshall beingthere. Gen.eal-'' n 
Tiverton, R.I,schools; Mary Eva, who is, .There . are probably hundredsofthou~ '-· ogy iis not only nterestingbut moreand · 
Mrs. Francis Alves; and Al! who man-sands ofpeoplelivingtodayin theU.S.... ; more it also has medicalapplications as· fl 

· aged grocery. stores for many years. •· whhosePortuguese ancestors" made their :: . . •: many diseases and ailmentshave been ''·· 
Bea Wageris the offspringof the inter- . 'first homeon American soilhere inProv- : discoveredto be genetic. · -:- --- ·· 

nationally famous fishing families, the •. incetown. HI ' ; ill :lOl .;,J.' a, It,!- _tk, •tct ··, ,, ' "lCI) W' i}f ~:) 
Costas and the DeCostaswho are cel- 1 
ebrated everywhe.re but here. Provine: 
etown has neglected morehistory than 
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The West Indies trade, Canadianimmigrantsand salt codfishing 
By George Bryant 

By 1876, 33 of the Provincetown 
Grand Banks fleet of 48 vessels were 
commanded by Scots-blooded natives 
of Cape Breton Island, Canada. 

Two of these were the McRitchie 
brothers, who were the subject of the 
homespun poem below. 

The poem, written by a countryman, 
appeared in the Provincetown Advo-
cate years later. 

The first language of this group was 
Gaelic, and with it came the overwhelm-
ing Celtic urge to rhyme. They were 
known asHerring Chokers by their 
Portuguese and Yankee neighbors here 
in Provincetown, which reflected their 
inordinate fondness for thescathen that 
the others despised. 

Several hundred Cape Breton Island-
ers settled here in the 50years follow-
ing the Civil War. They were drawn by 
the lackof skilled native manpower in 
the salt cod-fishing fleet and the fact 
that our vessel owners paid wages in 
gold. 

The most prominent of the immi-
grants was Capt. William Matheson, · 
great-grandfather of Mary Hen rique, 
the present proprietor of B.H. Dyer's 
hardware store. 

Matheson owned a fleet of schooners, 
including several large three-masters. 
His house was at the foot of Court 
Street and functioned most recently as
Franco's and earlier as the painted
Lady restaurant. 

At the conclusion of the Grand Banks 
fishing season in September, many of 
the vessels would be refitted for freight-

. ing to the West Indies, which had been 
a Nova Scotian trade for generations. 
Cured salt codfish was taken south, 
and fruit was usually brought back to 
the larger American cities, though that 
wasn't the case on this cruise of the 
Winnie Laurie. 

I have an old log from another Prov-
incetown schooner in which the cap-
tain solemnly recorded loading 215,7 50
coconuts at a Cuban port. 

Had the Winnie Laurie carried coco-
nuts, she woldhave inevitably re-
mained buoyant and Dublin Jack might 
have considered vegetarianism. · 

The captains and men moved freely 
in those days between commands and 
flags as the poem infers. 

Oneof the McRitchies lived where 
PatShultz Associates is now located at 
406 Commercial Street. He was the 
husband of my grandmother's aunt. I 
found the poem in an old family scrap-
book, which is yellow and coming apart. 
It was sandwiched between obituaries 
and other verse in Gaelic. 

The Tarpaulin Cove referred to is 
likely the sailing ship rendezvous on 
Naushon. 

By World War I, all ofthe large Grand 
Bank schooners that were capable of 
being used in the West Indies trade 
had been sold. The emphasis had 
changed here to in-shore and trap fish-
ing and the cold storage business. 

Enterprising bluewater men had been 
leaving for years. Oneherring choker, 
J.A. Matheson, left Provincetown in 
the 1890sand established the first salt 
cod-fishing operation in the Northwest 
at Anacortes, Wash . 



Angus M'Ritchie 
It was the Winnie Laurie 
A schooner snug and trim. 
McRitchie was her master 
And we did sail with him. 

From Port au Prince in ballast 
Bound home for New York bay;
We made the Scotland Light ship 
Upon the eighteenth day. 

But ere we spoke a pilot 
A northwest gale came on; 
Three days we drove before it 
And never saw the sun. 

And we were short of water 
And we were short of meat. 
We fell in with a Frenchman 
And filled our store complete. 

Again we headed homeward 
Bermuda let us pass; ' 
Foul weather in the Gulf stream -
We just missed Hatteras. 

And twenty-nine days out of port, 
As clear as any book 
We saw the signal flashing 
Ashore on Sandy Hook. 

We saw the signal flashing, 
And down came rain and hail 
Again the wild northwester ' 
That buried our lee rail 

And parted our fore topmast, 
Two jibs blew clear and free -
And with three reefs in the foresail 
Away we flew to sea. 

With decks awash we ran her 
Two hundred miles or more 
Before we dared to put about 
And head her for the shore. 

'Twas early in October,
And it was thick that night, 
When two points off to starboard 
Rose Fire Island light. 

As I'm a living sinner, 
We struck a thunder squall 
Ourmainsail flew to ribbons 
We lost our headsails all - ' 

And scudding under bare poles, 
The lightship on our lee, 
And the line gale upon us, 
We made the open sea. 

That was a storm, my hearties, 
It blew a hurricane! 
We passed two shipsdismasted 
And helpless in the main, 

We saw a liner founder, 
1 Nor could we lend a hand; 

And when we struck fair weather 
We were a hapless band. 

Ou forward house gone by the 
board 

L 

Not one whole sail to show, 
OUrcraft aleak, the long boat stove 
And grub and water low -

While worn with toil andhunger 
We were like drunken men; 

l 
"Tack ship,"ship,"says old McRitchie -
"We'll try New Yorkagain." 

From rolling in the doldrums, 
Pumping and patching sails, 
To standing on and off again 
Before the baffling gales. 

We did not sight a porpoise, 
Nor could we take a fish 

We turned to face a rifle 
Held in the captain's hand-
"My lads," says he, "this is my ship 
And I am in command." 

· "And you will do your duty. 
The first to shirk his part 

·Will get a rifle bullet 
Straight through his coward heart." 

"I've shared the last scrap with you 
And you've had a square deal; 

We gnawed our last bit ofsaltjunk 
And cursed the empty dish. 1 

As for you, now, Dublin Jack, 
It's your trick at the wheel." 

"Theold man's a Jonah,"
Says Dublin Jack to me, 
"From hell to Londonderry 
His like I never see."

And that night on the lookout, 
A whole day without meat, 
He came to me and muttered: 
"AreJ onahs good to eat?" 

We were five before the mast, 
But one was at the wheel-
Lifefor life."says Dublin Jack, 
And we swore not to squeal. 

The captain's brother, Malcolm, 
Was mate with us that trip. 
Cuthis throat."says Dublin Jack, 
"Andthen we'll take the ship." 

''We'll eat him and the old man, 
And onsome southern shore 
We'll beach thisbloody sinker 
And go to sea no more." 

j Five days and nights they watched 
us

I 
I 

I 

The captain and his mate. 
If one turned in, the other 
Stood guard as sure as fate. 

Andnone else reached the quarter, 
Save him who held the wheel-
God! to this day I see them, 
Those two men madeof steel. 

.! 1 Then came the Andrew Adams, 
' Just out from Provincetown-

She sent supplies aboard us -
OurJack was Union down. 

T'was sailors' luck, my hearties! 
For we must toil and rove. 
Sixty-five days out of port 

We
made Tarpaulin Cove. 

Ed. McAllister 
I 

Reprinted from 
The Provincetown Advocate 
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Shipwreck survivor built shipping'''''''''''''''''''''''fishing empire 
By George Bryant 

Exactly 130years ago, a young ship-
wreck survivor arrived in Provincetown 
and took the first steps to establish what 
was to become a verysuccessful family 
business in shipping, whaling and fish-
ing. 

Incredibly, and through the nurturing 
of others, one of his vessels still lives at 
Gloucester. 

Joseph Manta was born in 1873 in 
Oliveira d'Azemeis, which is north of 
Lisbon in Portugal. At age 11 he left 
home and his parents, Francisco and 
Margaret, for the sea. Precisely on his 
twenty-first birthday he was castaway 
near Plymouth. The Massachusetts Hu-
mane society provided him with dry 
clothes and some money. Through the
society he learned that Portuguese fish-
ermen were settling around Provinc-
etown. A very willing worker, Manta 
became a hand on a packet schooner and 
quickly rose to the position of mate and 
eventually captain. 

The packet trade became his informal 
school in American ways. Packet vessels 
were principally instruments of com-
merce, usually carrying dried codfish and 
pickled mackerel from here to Boston 
and bringing back manufactured goods 
on regular schedules. oftepacket mas-
ters carried goods on their own accounts 
as well, speculating on profitable trans-
actions at the end of the run.

In this way Manta learned the role of 
middleman, which proved to be the forte
ofboth him and his sons. His grandson, 
Francis, told me his earllworking knowl-
edgeof English derived from markings 
on packing crates and entries written on 
bills oflading. · 

Capt. Manta acquired the property at 
179 Commercial St., which included a 

longwharf and the shore buildings that 
wereused for a ship chandlery and stor-

Joseph Manta poses for this studio shot holding a copy of The Advocate 
' age. He then settled into a long and 

prosperous career. He is still remem-
bered by older residents for his quick and 

incisive mind and for his personal and 
financial devotion to the affairs of St. 
Peterthe Apostle Church. 

He married Philomena Amoral, who 
was born in Fayal in 1857 and who died 
here in 1936. Together they had three 
children who lived to adulthood: Joseph 
A. Manta, who married Emma C. Silva 
and had one child; Francis J. Manta; 
John R. Manta, who married but had no 
children; and Philip P.Manta, who also 
married but had no children. Capt. Manta 
himself died on December 5, 1928. 

Capt. Manta's business success coin-
cided with the peak of Provincetown's 
prosperity. The town at the time was the 
second most important salt codfishing 
port, and from its sandy shores sailed the 
third largest number of cruises in the 
history of the AmeriCa.n whale fishery. 
The agent for dozens of these vessels over 
the years, Capt. Manta built what is 
considered to be the last active American 
whaling vessel, the Schooner John R. 
Manta: 98 net tons, 101.8-feet-long, built 
in Essex in 1904.He also built the Schoo-
ner Philomena Manta in 1884 at Bath, 
Maine, which was 66 net tons and 73.6-
feet-long. In 1885, he built the Schooner 
John R. Manta at Kennebunk Port,
Maine, which was 66 net tons and 74.5-
feet-long. 

He owned part or all of many other 
vessels, including the beautiful but ill-
fated Schooner Susan R. Stone, which 
was lost in November 1897 without a 
trace, leaving in Provincetown 16 wid-
ows and 37 fatherless children. Designed 
by the famous Americas Cup marine ar-
chitect, Edward Burgess, she had an 
unusual plumb stem like her model mate, 
the Schooner Governor Russell, which 
also hailed from Provincetown. 

Capt. Manta's son Philip became an 
important Boston ship chandler. His 
name was often recorded as an owner of 
vessel property. He had a substantial 
interest in the building (1926) and own-
ership ofthe large knockabout fishing 

Continuedto page 24 
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Joseph Manta 
built empire 

Continued from page 23 
Schooner Adventure, which was for years 
under the command ofthe high -line Capt. 
Leo Hynes. She later became a "wind-
jammer," carrying passengers from 
Camden, Maine under the ownership of 
Capt. Jim Sharp. 

Given the perishability of vessels, I 
apprehensively telephoned Joseph Gar-
land, a marine historical living in 
Gloucester to find out how this last relic 
of the Manta Empire Wasfaring. I was 
pleased to hear she was donated by Jim 
Sharp in 1988 to a non-profit corporation 
called The Gloucester Adventure, which 
is using her mainly for educational and 
training purposes. 

During the warmer months she is sailed 
daily. The rest of the time she is main-
tained by the organization's volunteers, 
who have a scheduled work day aboard 
every Saturday. The organization has 
over 600 members. 

The schooner is enrolled in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and 
will soon be designated a National His-
toric Landmark. 

Garland would like nautical history 
buffs to know that on Sundays during the 
off-season, when she is not sailing, large 
breakfasts are served aboard to the pub-
lic for $5. On a recent day, he said, 170 
diners took advantage of the experience. 
The proceeds are used to support the 
activities of the organization. 

Fishermen here who knew Philip 
Manta's former associate, Leo Hynes, 
will want to know that although he re-
cently suffered a heart attack, he is doing 
quite well for a 94-year-old. 

He is obviously one ancient Newfie 
fishing captain who is not ready to stop 
sailing yet. Francis J. Manta, though a 
bit younger and the last descendant of 
Capt. Manta, spends each summer here. 
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Relatives of whaling captain still live in Provincetown 

Photo couneay of George Bryant 

Capt. George Dunham of the whaler Ellen A. Swift. "A whale ship was my Yale College and my Harvard." Herman Melville 

The relatives of Captain George 
Dunham of the whaling schooner Ellen 
A. Swift, pictured above, still inhabit the 
family home on Dyer Street in Province-
town. 

Provincetown historian George Bryant 
said whaling captains were specialists, 
and once they made a success of their 
narrow profession tended to contin1,1e for 

a lifetime. "They spent decades squint-
inginto the horizon watching for the next 
victim," he said. Dunham seems to fit the 
common description of mariners of En-
glish stock found on the old official crew 
lists: not too tall (5-ft., 6-in. to 5-ft., lO-
in.), dark hair and dark eyes, Bryant 
said. 

The Ellen A. Swift, built in 1882, had 

the distinction ofbeing one of the largest 
whaling schooners ever in the trade dur-
ing Provincetown's second pelagic whal-
ingphase from 1820 to 1920, when nearly 
all its vessels were schooner rigged, he 
said. Most cruised the various Atlantic 
whaling grounds from Brazil northward, 
but a few were successful in the Indian 
Ocean. 

The Provincetown Advocate followed 
the fleet closely in its reportingin the late 
19th century. "Provincetown in those days 
represented not the end ofland but rather 
a wonderful springboard to the ocean 
where adventure, opportunity and riches 
abounded," Bryant said. 

Provincetown launched the third great-
est number of cruises of any port in the 
history of the American whale fishery, 
coming in after New Bedford and Nan-
tucket chiefly because the cruises tended 
to be shorter and closer to home. Provin-
cetown also stayed with the business 
longer than almost all others, Bryant 
said. The last cruise of the whaler Charles 
W. Morgan, now of Mystic Seaport, was 
documented from Provincetown. 

Two individuals were responsible for 
the longevity ofthe whale fishery in Prov-
incetown, Captains Joseph Manta and 
George 0. Knowles, Bryant said. "Once 
they passed from the scene, the town's 
occupation of 300 years duration con-
cluded." 

Plymouth Colony started it all by es-
tablishing the Province Lands, which is 
now mostly part of the Cape Cod Na-
tional Seashore, Bryant said. "But the 
Pilgrims' intent was not conservation," 
he said. 

"For them the tip of the Cape was in 
fact the first industrial park in New En-
gland," he said. "It was dedicated to the 
fisheries." 

In those days, fish and whales had to be 
processed almost immediately after be-
ing caught. The shore of what is now 
Provincetown was a large, open-air fac-
tory. 

Fish-drying racks were mixed with 
kettles for trying whales, boiling them to 
get the blubber. 

To.giveyousomeoftheflavorofwhatit 
was like about 100 years ago, The Advo-
cate reported that a whale was tried on 
the shore, which "yielded 30 barrels of oil 
and 1,000 barrels of smell." 
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Waiting lines were an everyday occur-
rence during World War II, when this 
photograph was taken in front of the 
what used to be the First National store 
in Provincetown. 

The building now houses the Governor 
Bradford, a popular year-round night 
spot. Customers now play board games 
where fruit and vegetables ripen in the 
photograph. 

Rationing and shortages during the 
war m·ade meat, butter, sugar and many 
other basic foods difficult to get. The 
Advocate was everyone's hometown news-
paper in those days too. It never failed to 
carry news of the men and women from 
Provincetown who were in the armed 
services, fighting all over the globe. 

On the left in this photo is the old A&P 
in the building that until this spring 
housed the PortO'Call clothing store. 
Across Lopes Square, dead ahead in this 
picture, the Taylor family dispensed food 
and ice cream long before the rusty an-
chor was placed in the middle of the 
square. 

In the next building Joseph Macara 
started his Land's End Marine Supply 
Company.

The last building that can be clearly 
seen in this photo housed Mrs. Roberts's 
Provincetown Liquor MartandMr. Roza's 
barber shop, which was a gathering place 
for local men, especially those from Alden 
and Standish Streets. 

On the second floor, which had been 
drastically altered and is now an attic, 
was the office of Dr. Emanuel De Wager, 
a dentist, the first person here of Portu-
guese heritage to become a professional 
person. 

His waiting room walls were covered 
from top to bottom with striking paint-
ings by local artists. 

Crawling along the attic floor recently 
while erformin a structural examina-

and lines 

Photo courtesyof GeorgeBryant 

World War II era photo ofrationiong line in front of the old First National store in the building that is now the Governor 
Bradford 

tion for Margaret Roberts George Bry-
ant, Provincetown's local historian who 
supplied this photo and text, discovered 
that the only thing left from Dr. 
De Wager's days is the impression of the 
dental chair in the floor. Brvant said his 

"thoughts flashed back 40years to old 
toothaches and the terrific gentleman 
who had fixed them."them."

Outof sight, at the head of the wharf 
was a Navy installation that occupied 
what is now the Surf Club.The old wharf 

ended abruptly at a stone seawall that 
PatHall once toldBryant was made from 
the foundation stones of the former Sand-
wich Glass Works in Sandwich. The wall 
is still in place, Bryant said, but not 
visible. 
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The fortunes of vessels like the Schooner Valerie, shown here slipping out of Boston, and the men who sailed her were covered 
regularly and enthusiastically in the Provincetown Advocate, now in its 125th year. 

Page 3

Schooner Valerie 
at the turn of 
the century 

Frank "Vardee"Gaspa was one of the 
most successful fresh fishing schooner 
captains on the East Coast. 

His old home, which is decorated with 
his name and a double piazza, is on 
Commercia] Streetat the foot of Conant 
Streetin Provincetown. 

Vardee was born on Pico in the Azores 
Islands and died in Provincetown in 1952. 

His long-time command, the Schooner 
Valerie, is shown here ghosting out of 
Boston Harbor. Shewas built about the 
same time as the famed Schooner Rose 
Dorothea. sharing a similar huH and pole 
bowsprit. Like the "Rose"the crew were 
mostly of Portuguese origin and were 
residents of Provincetown. 

But as the years passed, they tended to 
settle in and around Boston where the 
schooners nearly always discharged their 
perishable iced cargoes. 

For an owner to have Vardee as a cap-
tain was to put himself in the position 
makea great deal of money. There is a 
good account in the Provincetown Advo-
cate about 85 years ago of a birthday 
party for him that was organized by Capt.
Matheson (the greatgrandfatherofMary 
Hen rique of B.H. Dyer's) and other im-
portant Provincetown fish dealers, in-
cluding their presentation of a watch to 
him. 

Does anyone have a photograph of 
Vardee in his prime? Jimmy Santsof 
Provincetown, who is married to Vardee's 
daughter, has one of him in his old age, 
which probably doesn't do him justice. 
George Bryant, Provincetown historian 
who supplied this photo and informa-
tion, said he regularly gets inquiries about 
Vardee from historians and writers who 
are interested in the participants in the 
fishingindustry in its glory da s . 



This photograph shows the Provincetown shoreline in winter around the turn of the 
century. The ConsolidatrdWeir Co.cold storage pier is in the far background. The cold 
storage building is now the Ice House condominiums. Pilings from the pier can still 
be seen today behind the Ice House. 

George Bryant, Provincetown historian, said the pinky sloop at Left is tied to a pier 
that was behind the MacMillan House. 

This old photo shows that ice in the harbor, while it may not be an annual 
occurrence, is nothing new. As partof its 125-year anniversary, The Advocate will run 
old photographs from time to time to show what life was Like long ago on the Outer 
Cape



Brings firewood, veggies, maple 

By Peter Steele

Eugene Bryant, a Provincetown native 
who now lives in Maine, returned for his 
annual visit last week in a 39-foot, gaff-
rigged cutter, the Dandelion, that he 
built himself using lumber from his own 
land. 

Bryant and his friend Yosarian, who 
said he has no last name, set off last 
Monday to sail the boat from Maine to 

Provincetown. They arrived Friday. 
Bryant said he comes to town once or 

twice a year to visit and bring wood, 
vegetables or maple syrup to his mother. 
Bryant, 39, is the brother of George 
Bryant, member of the board of health 
and a former selectman. 

Bryant laid the keel of the Dandelion 
in February, 1981 and launched it 
August 18. He did almost all of the work 
on the boat himself, building it ina a field 

nextto his farmhouse in Palermo, Maine. 
"Ittook about twice as long as I 

thought it would,"Bryant said. 
After he laid the keel, Bryant said his 

neighbors often teasedhim about the 
boat in his field. Palermo is 30milesin-

. land, about halfway between Augusta 
and Belfast. When's the big flood, 
Noah?"they asked. 

Although the boat is 39-feet-long on 
deck and about 59-feet-long overall, 
Bryant said he had wanted to build a 
46-foot boat. He built it , he said, because 
"I just wanted to go sailing."

He modeled the boat after the 46-foot 
Emma C. Berry, a Noank sloop, which 
is being restored in Mystic Seaport, 
Conn. The Emma C. Berry features a wet 
well, a tank amidships that fills with 
water through holes in the hull that is 
designed to keep fish and lobsters fresh. 
The Noank sloop is similiar to the 
Friendships built in Maine, Bryant said. 

After seeing a book about the restora-
tion of the Emma C. Berry, Bryant 
decided to construct a smaller version, 
but without the wet tank. "Iliked the 
lines,'' he said. ''It's a nice-lookingboat.'' 

Bryant's only other boat-building ex-
perience includes a few dinghies and a 
17-foot sloop, which he also sailed from 
Maine to Provincetown. 
"Ihad to feel my way in the dark a lit

tle"while building the boat, he said. He 
used lumber exclusively from his 100
acres to build the Dandelion. The keel 
and frames are made of red oak, the 
planking is oak, the deck and inside 
planking are pine and the spars are 
spruce, Bryant said. 

If he had built a larger boat, Bryant 
said he would have needed another per-
son to help handle the lumber, but the 
planks and ribs for the Dandelion were 
small enough for him to lift by himself. 

Bryant said building the boat was a 
part-time project for seven years. Some 
years, he worked on it full-time for three 
months, other years he worked on it full
time for sixmonths. 

The hull is green and trimmed in 
yellow. A yellow dandelion is painted on 
the stem, as is the boat's name. Bryant 
named the boat Dandelion "for no 
special reason." he said. :I couldn't 
think of anything better.'' 

The inside of the Dandelion is spartan. 
It has a wood-burning stove, a diesel 
engine, two berths and little else. :She's
not a luxuryyacht,"Bryant said. 

The boat's ;;;;;;;;;;;;;;20-horsepowerdiesel engine 
is Chinese-made. "Ibought it because it 
was cheap,"Bryant said, "which"whichis pro-

Eugene Bryant 
. bably not a good reason."

The unpretentious accommodations 
are not surprising. Bryant lives in a farm 
house that was built in 1840.He has a 
generator to provide electricity, run a 
water pump, washing machine and 
power tools and solar panels to power a 
record player, radio and small 
refrigerator. 

A 1971 graduate of Dartmouth Col
lege, Bryant lived in Europe for one year 
and in Provincetown for four or five 
years before moving to Palermo in 1976. 
"Iwanted to live in the contry,he 
said. "Provincetown was driving me 
crazy.'' 

Bryant said Provincetown is a 
"beautifultown," especially in the off_
season when it is not crowded. He 
returns once or twice a year to visit, 
deliver the wood and vegetables from his 
large garden or the maple syrup he 
makes himself to his mother, Marie 
Bryant, owner of Bryant's Market. 

In addition to cutting firewood, mak-
ing the maple syrup and tending to his 
garden, Bryant also does some carpen-
try. He said his neighbors are taking care 
of his "critters<"his farm animals, while 
he is away. 

The Dandelion is now rigged as a cut
ter, one mast with a fore staysail and jib, 
but Bryant said he hopes tore-rig it next
year as a yawl, which would add a 
smaller mast far astern. The gaff-rigged 
mainsail is large, about 800square feet, 
Bryant said. 

The boat cost less than $20,000 to 
build, he said, not counting the time he 

' (Continued to page 27) 

Native sails ho:me 
(Continued from page 11) 

spent working on it. During the trip to 
Provincetown, which was often rough 
and sloppy, Bryant said he "had
thoughts of selling her and buying a 
good truck.'' 

Bryant had loaded the Dandelion with 
wood and vegetables for his mother, but 
some of the wood, which was being car-
ried on deck, was washed overboard. He 
said the bow sprit was under the water 
a few times during the sail due to the 
heavy sailing. 

Bryant and Yosarian set sail last Mon-
day, the first day the Dandelion had been 
out of Penobscot Bay. -Bryant said they 
made some improvements on the rigging 
Tuesday. 

Since they couldn't make their way 
back to the coast, Bryant said he and 
Yosarian sailed to Matinicus Island on ' 
Wednesday. About 100people, mostly 
lobstermen, live on the island, Bryant 
said. 

After leaving the harbor on Matinicus 
Island early Thursday morning, Bryant 

said they sailed all day and night to 
reach Provincetown. Thursday night 
was "apretty hairy night, it was blow-
ing pretty hard,:he said. 

The Dandelion was "doublereefed and 
pounding away"throughout the night, 
Bryant said. 

"bostonputs out a heck of a glow"at 
night, Yosarian said. Since the sloop has 
no electronic instruments, they used the 
glow from Boston abou 20miles offshore 
to navigate a course. 

Bryant said the sail went fine until 
they reached the Cape. "Wehad our 
hands full off Race Point Yosarian 
said. It was during the first part of the 
trip in Maine and the last part off Race 
Point that the firewood was washed 
overboard. 

The trip from Matinicus Island to 
Provincetown took 34 hours, Bryant 
said. He said his sloop handled "pretty
good. Shereally goes."

Bryant said he has a few things left to 
do in town. Then, when a he gets a good 
wind, he will head back to Maine. 
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Dear Provincetown Voter: 
OnNovember 8 you will have the opportunity to ratify our county 
charter and elect one member of the new legislature. 
For the past six years I have been your official voice for regional 
government: first, as a member of the Barnstalbe County Govern-
ment Review Committee which did original work in studying and 
identifying regional needs and currently, as your elected member 
of the Barnstable County Charter Commission which wrote the 
new charter. 
I am running now to help translate our dreams into action. The 
first tasks of the new legislature will necessarily be a continua-
tion and extension of past work - particularly the development 
and adoption of the Barnstable County Administrative Code. 
The new legislature will be a forum for a discussion of a wide 
variety of issues facing the towns and the region. It will have the 
capacity for doing many wonderful and useful things. 

Education: Attended all Pro-
vincetown schools and 
graduated from Provincetown 
High School. (BA) Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, CT.; 
(BArch) Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, Cam-
bridge; (Certificate) Boston 
College, Chestnut Hill for the 
U.S. Peace Corps Training 
Program. 
Public Service: U.S. Peace 
Corps Volunteer, Peru, 
(1963-5); Provincetown Plan-
ning Board (1972-6) member 
and chairman; Provincetown 
Council on Aging (1972-6) co-
founder, member and chair-
man; Provincetown Board of 
Selectman (1976-86), member 

George D. Bryant 

and chairman Provincetown Board of Health (1986-) member; Barnstable 
County Government Review Committee (1982-4) member; Cape Cod National 
Seashore Advisory Commission (1983-) member; Barnstable County Charter 
Commission (1986-) member. 

VOTEFORGEORGE D. BRYANT DELEGATE 
litical advertisement 



THE PORT OFPROVINCETOWN
1-77 6-1900

Provincetown was built pRincipallyfrom the profitsof the salt codfish trade as 
it wascarried oninthe18thand 19thcenturies At times and intheirproper 
seasons, allother forms of fishingcommontoihe Western North Atlantic 
region were pursuedand developed by ourmen sailinginvessels of all
descriptions, butnone-everrivaied salt codfisbingforimportance or duration. 
Prior to the settlement of thetown it lwasa statioinfor Cape Cod Bay
mackereling. Americanwhalingbegan hhereand was exportedto Nantucket-
longbefore the Revolution. L-obstering as an industry began here. Each year
during tthe late19th centure from Augustto October our harbor was the 
rendezvousfor-the -east-coast-mack-erel-fleet, numbering several hundred
schoonerswith -seine boats.-Dr-agging -for fish as distinctfrombeam
trawling, wwas invented -in  Provincetownby immigrantPortuguese fisherm
-about 189S. In-this country itisdifficufindanother town-whe>se -fe>rtunes -
-have -b'een -so -totally-tied for solong tofidhing aas thisone Theinhabbitions-of 
-years agohad no choiceofoccupations asthe-land was unsuitablefor farming -
or grazingFor thebulk of our populationformost ofour hisory itwasa 
-matter of fishing orleavint.

"the remarkable growth of Provincetown.from the1770'2 to the1870's can
--he-illustrated -and contrasted ina number of ways In'1776 themetropolisof 
--the Cape andIslands was Nantucket with4500 people, 15000 sheep,-a 
whaling-fleet-of 150ships employing 2,000 men,gathering 30,000barrelsof 
-sperm -and -4 ,000-barrels of whale oil annually Twofulling millsprocrssed
-the wool, a factory-made candlesfromthe sperm oil and four other mills
-operated -in-the town.-In the sameera-the -towns-of-c-ape-God were 
underdevelopedby comparison/ Theaverage townhad-a-thousand · 
inhabitants, -wi-th Provincetownwellbefow that figure. By18700 

Provincetown-had become the largestand busiest townin-the -same areawith 
a population of 5 ,000people. -Fate-had-turned Nantucketintoa virtual ghost 
-town. One-hundred -year-s of hardwork,goodfortuneand high profits-in-the 
-fish-trade had-built a-town here that visitors-called "The City in-the Sand"

/ 



Provincetown is one of the best known little towns in the 
United States largely because of its unusual geographic position 
and its status as the nation's premier gay resort. There's a lot 
more to it than that. Behind the overlapping veneer of Tee-shirt 
shops and other gaudy delights on the main street there is much -
traditi6n ' and; hist6ry. In spite of the touristy appearance
of the center there is a striking amount of continuity. For example, 
about one-third of us are descended from Stephen Hopkins, a Mayflower 
passenger. Local genealogist, Mary Henrique, humorously refers to 
him as, "the ancestor of us all", and indeed, in a couple of gener-
ations he probably will be. 

The Pilgrims spent about a month here in 1620 and in our harbor 
wrote one of the defining documents of mankind: the Mayflower 
Compact. Winston Churchill called it; "one of the remarkable doc-
uments in history, a spontaneous covenant for political organization , " 
and it isgenerallyconsideered fhe first constitutional agreement

in the United States. 
It was the Pilgrims who recognized Provincetown as an important fish ing 
harbor. They and their descendants gradually settled Cape Cod 
catching fish for their own cosumption and export. They came from 
a strong traditionof fish-eating as England had 150 statutory fas t 
days a ·- year in thesixteenth century. 

In 1880 Provincetownhad the largest population of any town on 
the Cape,comprised of Yankees, Portuguese,Cape Breton Islanders 

_and Irish. The entire economy was based upon the various branches 
of fishing. We were the second most important codfishingport in 
the country based on the quantity of the catch and Provincetown 
launched the third greatest number of cruises in the history of 
the American whale fishery. Travellers called our port: 
The City in the Sand. 

I'm a rtative of the town, a graduate of Wesleyan University 
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in architecture. 
I have an active design and inspection business on the Cape. 
I've been a selectman and a member of the CC National Seashore 
Advisory Commission and I currently serve in the county 
legislature. 

(Short overview of Provincetown history requested for inclusion 
in Center for Coastal Studies book about Stellwagen Marine Sanctuary 
by Nathalie Ward --not used) 



. INVUSTR IAL ARCHEOLOGY OF THE COLD STORAGE ERA
AN INTERVIEW WITH GEORGE HOWARD 
By George D. Bryant 

. When the switch was opened for the final time two years ago 
cutting the electricity to the 175 horsepower GE motor that 
ran the refrigeration equipment at the Cape Cod Cold Storage 
it! was done by George Howard, now retired in his home at Pond 
Vi'llage. With this he became the last sta.tlona.ry engineer to 
o·pera te a cold storage on the Lower Cape. George is most fam-
iliar with the two plants in which he worked, the other one 
being the Consolidated, now called the Ice House Apartments~ 
Like any man absorbed with his profess ion he visitted them all 
and is able today to make comparisons between them. 

George Howard, and a number of other local men who were involved 
with the operation of the cold storages constitute an important 
resource in the industrial archeology of this area. This field, 
known as IA, has developed rapidly in the past twenty years, both 
in the United States, Canada and abroad. It consists of the
scientific study of the tools, cquipments and structures of an 
industry, with the object being to organize and preserve the 
knowledge. 

Provincetown is the outstanding industrial archeology site of 
the Cape and Islands, and where the fisheries are concerned, is 
one of the most important in the country, and certainly the one 
with the longest history. 

The earliest mechanical fish freezers here used the direct anhy-
drous ammonia absorption system designed by Mr. Magnus J. Palson 
of Gloucester. They were the Pond Village of North Truro and 
the Provincetown at the foot of Johnson Street, built between 
1890 and 1893. Most cold storages went through at least one 
major expansion and one major change in freezing apparatus during 
their time of operation. Here is the description of the Pond 
Village facility by its engineer, Mr. E.R. Ingraham, at the time 
it was built: 

Our building is of wood, 100 feet long, 40 feet wide, and 
3 1/2 stories high. Our sharp freezer is on the third story; 
it is 70 feet long, 30 feet wide, 8 feet high, and contains 
10,896 feet of 1 1/2 pipe arranged in four coils running 
the length of the building. The pipes are 12 inches from 
center to center • Upon these coils are placed wooden 
flakes, or shelves, 6 feet long and 4 feet wide. Upont 
these flakes the fish are placed to be frozen. The capacity 
of the machine is 125 barrels in 24 hours. 

As soon as the fish are frozen they are putdown through 
scuttles into the storage rooms, whichare four in number 
and contain 8,400 cubic feet each. Here the fish are held 
at a temperature of 15 degrees above zero. In our sharp 
fr eezer we carry a temperature of from 15 degrees to 15 
degrees below. We have two machines of the absorbtion type 
-- direct expansion. The temperature of our condensing 
water is 52 degrees. We carry 140 pounds high pressure on 
the generator, 3 to ' lO pounds on absorber, 40 pounds of 
steam on generator, , and 60 pounds of steam on boilers. We 

. provincetown: 220 Years Also printed ln . . 
by Provincetown Historical Association

1977 
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burn on the average one ton of coal every 24 hours. The 
fishare all caught in the weirs a·bout one mile from the 
storrage. They are brought in boat~ to the ~hore, where 
they are dressedand wa~hed clean; then they are hoi~ted 
to the top of the third story, whence they go down through 
scuttles into the freezing room, where they are frozen solid. 

No two cold storages were alike in size, appearance or equipment 
and they· tended to become more dissimilar as the yearsadvanced.
One aspect that they held in common was,that they employed a lot 
of people. Provincetown would have become a ghost town during the 
early decades of this century without the jobs that they furnished.
They also turned out a corps of thoroughly trained plumbers for the 
town. 

George Howard first came to the Cape Cod Cold Storage at 125-129 
Commercial Street in 1935. Here chilled brine circulated through 
the pipes of the freezing and storage rooms. This system made for 
safer \vorking conditione.. When an ammonia pipe let go in a direct 
expansion ammonia freezer like the Pond Village or the Provin·cetown 
workers had to evacuate the affected areas. The gas also ruined 
the fish. 

The power house of the Cape Cod was the large wooden building 
directly on Commercial Street that had the semi-circular stained 
glass sash near the roof peak. It was 100 feet long, 40 feet wide 
and 20 feet high inside -- with the height necessary to service 
the machines. In it were two Corliss patent cross-compounddouble-
expansionsteam engines. They were about 8 feet long and generated 
100 horsepower each, with impressive flywheels, connecting rods 
and other sizeable moving parts. Steam went first to the 14 inch 
inside diameter high pressure cylinder, then exited to a receiver 
and through valves entered the 22 inch i.d. low pressure cylinder 
where it did its final work in the engine. Its last path was through 
.a boiler feed water pre heatter. to the condenser. Engine parts weregh
kept well painted or nicely polished. For inspectionpurposes it 
was known as a second-class plant. George does not believe that 
there were . ever any larger steam engines on ' the Cape. 

The brine used to freeze and hold the fish was firstchilled down 
by arnmonia. Two vertical ammonia compressors connected by crank 
arms to the Corliss's were located in the same machinery hall of 
the power house. Two men were needed to put the refrigeration 
system on line. One handled the controls of the engine and the 
other, up on a metal catwalk manipulated the suction valves of 
the compressors that operated against a big head pressure. A 
distinct advantage of steam engine driven refrigeration, George 
says, is that it could be operated at a range of speeds without 
gearing. 

The path of the ammonia. from the compressor where its density was
increased was as follows: 1) . to the condenser, 2) then to a 
receiver in the bnsement, 3) then up through the brine tank which 
we s a ''heat exchanger" where the ammonia took the heat from the 
brine. Ammonia boils at a low temperature. This utilized the 
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dependable physicalprinciple that a liquid (in this case ammonia) 
passing into a gaseous state carrie~ awaya definite amount of heat 
from the substances around it (in this casebrine). Both' the 
ammonia and the brine circulated in closed piping loops, separate . 
from oneanother, without mixing even where they came together in 
the "Heat exchanger". A freshbrine solutionwas mixed up in a 500
gallon wooden stavevat when there had been a leak in the system.
This vat is now partof a wine displayat Bryant's Market. It sits
on maple flooring that was salvaged from the machinery hall. 

On the wall behind the Corliss'swere four spigots fixed into a 
copper plate. The first released regular cylinder o11 which was 
thick. The second was engine oil and the third, "Esquimo" oil, 
a kind that wouldn't .congeal on the cold movingparts of the 
compressors. The fourth spigot was 11 drainlngs , used for oiling 
fittings. The reserviorswere in the attic. The ceilingabove 
tha machinory was fitted with eyebolts and a hatch. These were 
U3ed when pulling pistons and other heavy parts out of the equipment 

Originally there were two coal-burning, hand-fired, low-pressure 
(120 p.s.i.) horizontal return tube, tubular boilersat Cape ·Cod. 
The heat from the coal firebox travelled under the boiler proper 
from the front of the boiler to its rear wall and then back through 
the fira tubes themselves to a point just above the firebox and 
then was exhausted. Tha smokestack was 90 feet high and about 10 
feet in diameter at the base. About the time of the First World 
War another boiler was added when the Cape Cod became the first 
electricgenerating plant in town. The generator was driven by 
a steam turbine.Electricity was supplied to subscribers in town 
from duskto aboutmidnight daily, and on Saturday afternoons in 
order to operate the motion picture theater. Three white tubular 
ceramic electrical insulators,mnnufactured by Westinghouse, 17 
inches ··, J.ong with a 1 inch diameter bore remained in the power house
wall until the building was demolished. I donated one to the 
museum at the monyment. All of the electricity usedby the town 
passed through these insulators. Steam alsooperated nearly every 
othe r piece of moving equi pment at the Cape Cod including the 
winch of the aerialcablcway that brought freshfish from the narrow
gauge railway on the wharf to the plant. 

At. its final expansion the Cape Cod had one acre of freezing .. and 
storage rooms. In thi~ area 1,000,000 pounds of fish could be 
hold frozen. The top, or fifth floor of the cold storage building 
itself was an attic that was used mostlyfor old equipment and 
packaging. At least one-half of the fourth floor was the packing 
section. It was at this level that the aerial cableway dumped 
tho fish The third floor was the freezer and the second and first 
floors were cold stora ge rooms. Through the center of these floors 
ran a large freight elevator. The .flow of fish product through the 
structure was from top to bottom. During its history the building 
was extended laterally once to the east adding 50 percent to its
c a pacity. Towards the shore a fill e ting sectionwas added. 

At the start of the Second World War, AtlanticCoastFisheries Co., 
which now owned the Cape Cod, moved r6frigeration equipment there 
from a shut-down filleting plant of theirs at Groton, Connecticut 
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which they had olltfitted in 1926. The GE motorsmentionned
at tho beginning was included along with tw1n York' .Ice Machinery
Corporation armnonia compressors. The motor was installedbetween 
the identical compressors and in the same axis. This setup along 
with a Viltor single unit compressor and· electric motor supplanted 
the old stea.m engines and vertical compressors and served the plant
until the end. Before starting the electric motors, George would 
first telephone to the power company on Race Point Road. In order 
to handle tho starting load they would usually have to put on another 
one of their generators. Even ~o there was generally a voltage 
drop all over town as the 3 phase, 22.0 volt, 400 ampere· motor 
started. 

Atlantic Coast Fisheries eventually bought all of the oporating 
cold ·storages except·the~'Prov:tncetown. Those were tho Fishermen'ss
(originally Matheson's) which stood where the Seaview Restaurant
is now, the Consolidated,and The Colonial (the Little Store was 
the office and Treasure and Trash was the power hou~e),as well 
as the Cape Cod. 

The first refrigeration systemat the Conslidatedwas the direct
expansion type with ammonia as the circulating medium -- no brine 
was used. Tho plant had two steam boilers that worked reciprocating
ammonia pumps. There were no impressive moving parts as on the 
steam engines at the Cape Cod. It was the only reinforced concrete
freezer in l'Jew England whah it was built and for a number of years
af'terwards. Atlantic Coast alsoso ;noved•. electtricedcompressors· ·both' he I 
and to the Fishermen's f'rom the filleting plant in Groton. Today 
most of the tenants in the old Consolidated freezor are pigeons
In spite of neglect tho building~ has classical lines. It would 
be a pity to destroyits structurebefore thoroughly investigating
ways to re-cycle it. 

The Colonial power house was the most detailed architecturally of 
all tho cold storages on the Cape. Its large spreading roof was 
clad in Spanish clay tiles. It still has character todayeven after 
considerable alteration. The power for the ·refrigeration plant 
came off of a pair of Frick tandemsteam engines, that were about 
4 feot longer than the Cape Cod's Corliss's ' but not as powerful. 
They were also connected to their compressors. by cranks. In its 
last years of oporation the Colonial was a brine and ammoniaplRnt, 

The originalPond Village burned early in thi.s century. It atands
today as it wa~ r ebuilt. The York ammonia compressors driven by 
diesel engine s were its last equipment. This made it, according to 
Geor ge,''a very economical plant to operate".

Before the turn of t he century the freezers principally supplied 
bait fish to the h and-line and trawl dory fishermen. The situation 
changed rapidly and by the beginningof the First World War they 
were 1.a rgely holding and pr·ocessing .fish for human consumption. 
The Consolidated, led by W.Irving Atwood, was tho national pioneer 
in the frozen whiting business. They satisfied a demand for fish 
with whiting's Characteristics in the Mid-West. Whiting could not 
be shipped far iced inboxes as it is highly pershiable. Freezing 
turned it into a marketable fish.
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WhenGeorge Howard started to work at the Capo Cod 1 t had three
trap boats, with a crew of five men each and anywhere from 50 to 100 
workers in the cold storage itslelf from April to December In 
ep.i te of its large capac 1 ty there were dayswhen the freezer couldn ' l1 
process-to-holdanymore fish. The trap boats had to run the catch 
outside of Long Point to be dumped. The Provincetown had one boat 
and the Consolidatedhad two. Mountainsof soft coal brought 
hero by rail to power these operations Several hundred acres of 
tho open lands north of the town were either owned by the cold 
storages or licensed to them by the State within the Provincelands
The tarred trap ":twine" or netswore dried there. 

George remembers the canning operation set up at the Cape Cod 
after WorldWar II to help feed the starvingpeople abroad. Prov-
incetown whiting were packed in one and in five pound cans after 
having only the head, guts and tail removed. He says that the 
finished product had a fine and delicate taste. Local herring 
was also canned 1.n a tomatoe-based sauce for the same market. 
AtlanticCoast manufactured edible cod liver oil on the wharf behind 
the Colonial. During the war the equipment was moved to the West 
Coast where the livers had been shipped from. 

Whiting·proeeasing .was kept :going in t.he winter for many years. 
Frozen summer whiting was taken from the freezer and dumped on 
tables. A worker would separate the hard fish with a machette-like
ins trumont und lop off the heads. The whole fish was then dippod 
in hot water for 2 minutes, removed and the skin strippod from it 
in tho manner of peeling a banana while the flesh itselfwas still 
frozen. It wa~ then packed in 5 pound boxes and sent.. back to the 
freezer to await shipment to the Mid-West.

The early cold storage operationswere capable of making mostof 
their own equipment repairs. Trap equipmentand boat repairs 
required a lot of blacksmithing. Consolidated had a three story 
boat repair building directly behind Bryant'sMarket (then Burches) 
that was standing unttl the 1920 1 s and was run by a Mr. Pidgeon. 
The men working in the vaarious company machine shopes could usually 
fix anything in the way of running equipment and were ofton called 
to. The late JosephSouza, the residentmachanical geniusof the 
Cape Cod did everything from blacksmithing to fish filleting machine 
design He had a Greaves-Klausmanengine lathe, a drill press, a 

.milling machine and other equipment. His old blacksmith shop was
tnoved in March 1975 to a new location on the east side of Bryant's 
parking lot. When the Cape Cod was razed the same year the mono-
lithic concrete bases of the old Corliss'~ and compressors -- each
one as big as a small house remained long after the first demo-
lition contractor fled from the scene. Not a few people including 
George and I got a chuckle from the fact that they 'had defeated 
all of his efforts to remove them. 

George Howard came to this area to serve as temporary keeper of 
Long Point Light from his native New Bodford. He applied to tho 
late Frank Rowe for work and stnrted by cutting fish at the Cape 
Cod. Georg·e.;· stepped from this:·· to fireman, :·.a :job:· that he recalls
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as being "hard" and then to stationary engineer. He held a
special engineer'd license that covered that plant. Before
even coming to Provir.co town he wn:o~ a 1 licensed foreman.

No discussion of tho cold storages would be complete without 
mentioning Frank Rowe. For over 30 year~ he was tho chief of 
the Atlantic Coa3t operationshere. The re is no question that
during this time ho was justabout the rno~t important man 
in Provincetown n~ the boss of severalhundred persons. Hisquick 
wit and sound undors tanding of Province town and the rough nnd 
tumble fi3h business und the nnture of fishermen is preserved in 
his confidential company memos that I acquired for the Grund 
Bank~ Archive. Until recent years the prico of fishwasmeasured 
in pennies nnd nickels, with tho freezer varieties of fish usually
worth less than 20 c'cnts per pound, but subject to sharp ndvo.nco.s 
nnd declines. If the price of a fish went from 5 to 10 cents per 
pound it represented an increase of 100 porcont -- and thatwas
the kind of action thut made fortunes.

Copyright 1977 Grand BanksArchive 

March 21,1977 

short autobiography: 

Goorge Duncan Brynnt, son of Duncan Bosworth Bryant and Marie-Louise
(Kopp) Bryant was born on June 30, 1937 in Fall Rivor. I lived the 
first several years of my 'life on West Vine Street not far from tho 
Cape Cod Cold Storage and remember well tho swoot noise of tho 
Corliss'sand the constant ground vibrntion while passing the plant.
Provincetown's daywas markedby the cold storage steam whistles. 
Each . Spring the air of the whole town was redolent with the. clean
smelling fumes of the tar pots outs ide of town wore the trap twine
wwwas prepared. Horse te ams wereused to bring trap equipment out 
to tho boats. Every Atlantic Coast lot near the shore wa s an informr 
.school in the operations of the businessfor the kids in town,. 

Aft er graduatingfrom ProvincetownHigh School I studied for degree
atWesleyan University in Middletown Connecticut and Massachusetts
Inntitute of Technology, where I received the Bnchelor in Architecture
I wastrained att Boston · College for PeaceCorpsscrvi ce in Peru,
When I returned in 1965 I joined Campbell andAldrich, architects
in Boston. In 1970 I moved b nck to Provincetown where I do building 
design and evaluation as well as work nt Bryant's Market.

·I am pa st chairman of the town'ss Planning Board, ·Council on Aging . . 
itnd BoardofSelectmen. I co-authoredLn· Viviendade la Clase
Media,Lima, 1963. I am a member 'of ·the Society for Industrial
Archeology and a member of the: emergency committeeof its Southern: 
New England Chapter.

I am divorced nnd have one son, Hale Duncnn Bryant, whoat age5 1/2 shows an inclination townrds heavy equipment and who has
alreadyseenhis first two Corliss triple expansionsteam engines. 



Historian outlineo s urbanization of town 
Provincetown acquired . its enduring personality in late 1880s 

By Marilyn Mlller 

Provincetown's oldestpier, Freeman's 
Wharf next to the Coast Guard station, 
will soon be destroyed by the Coast 
Guard. 

George Bryant, local historian, said 
this historic structure is slated for demo-
lition without any local protest and with 
the agreement of Provincetown . and 
National Historical Commissions. 

Bryant, who gave a lecture Friday at 
the Fine Arts Work Center on the "Ur-
banization of Provincetown," said, "No 
where else in the United States would 
the Coast Guard get away with doing 
what they are doing. There is no protest. 
They have the connivance of the local 
and national historical commission be-
cause the people in town are not protest-
ing. 

"They are going to demolish it crea-
tively," Bryant said. "They're saying they 
will take the .top off and leave some of the 
pilings, but the first time we get a good 
ice storm, it will be pushed down. A 
wharf without a top is like a house with-
out a roof. The strength is gone:" 

Bryant mentioned the fate of this struc-
ture as an aside during his lecture before 
a filled room of people who listened and 
watched for more than two hours as he 
traced the town's growth through the 
different types oflumber used to build it, -
showing by maps and photographs the 
development of Provincetown into a 
major 19th-century seaport. 

Adam Nicholson, in writing about 
English towns, said they "endured a 
moment in history when the forces at 
work in them brought something to frui-
tion and gave these places enduring 
personalities," Bryant said. 

"Obviously that moment in history 
would be different for different people," 

he said. "Those interested in writing grew as high as 250 feet, "ashigh as the 
might find the moment in 1915 and those monument," Bryant said, and were six-
interested in tourism might find the to seven-feet in diameter. From 1850 to 
moment now, but I have my own idea of 1910, virtually every building con-
what that moment is, and I think about structed in Provincetown was built with 
1870to 1880 was the enduring moment eastern hemlock, although spruce and 
for Provincetown. The whaling industry cypress and redwood also were used. 
was declining then and the cod fishing The Pilgrims landed here, but went on 
industry was starting to peak." the Plymouth to settle. There is a record 

Provincetown is dense packed with of Hull fishermen seine fishing here in 
structures, said Bryant, a former select- 1650, but it was not until 1685 that 
man who now serves on the county as- Provincetown started to be settled. 
sembly of delegates. By 1776, there were 205 people in 
"Itis difficult to convey that to the Provincetown. The number rose to 812 

Cape Cod Commission," he said"If you in 1800 and to 936 in 1810. 
saw their plan for how commercial areas By 1820, after the British had left and 
should develop, there is really no differ- whalingdeveloped,Provincetown'spopu-
entiation between Centerville and lation rose to 1,200, then to 1,800 by 
Provincetown. Every year or so, an ar- 1830. 
tide comes up to reduce the sidelines in During the early 1800s, the waterfront 
Provincetown, to make it look more like beach was graced by windmills and the 
god knows where, somewhere in New vats of the salt works, but by 1830 and 
Jersey. But Provincetown is dense and 1840, the windmills and saltworks were 
that's the way it's supposed to be. being dismantled. The wide boards of 

"That's one of the things that occurred the saltworks could not be burned be-
at that moment of history when the cause of the salt on them, but they were 
character -of the town was determined put to use in construction, as Bryant 
and there are only a few 19th-century demonstrated with a roofboard he took 
seaports that still survive more or less from the former Tillie's Market. 
intact," he said. _ . The first settlers in Provincetown 

Progress, in the form of urban renewal, probably built their homes near the 
destroyed the old seaports of Gloucester cemetery and church, where St. Peter's 
and New Bedford. But "progress never is now located, he said. By 1855, just 
really touched this town. Provincetown beforetheCivilWarbrokeout, thepopu-
is one of the few major 19th-century lation had spread out evenly throughout 
ports that has not been destroyed by the whole town. At that time, Province-
fire," he said. town was the major metropolis in terms 

Donning work gloves, Bryant picked of commercial activity and population on 
up pieces of timber and boards he has the entire Cape. 
collected from various buildings in town There were masons, lumber dealers, 
to graphically show. the history of con- "_three physicians, two big hotels, includ-
struction here. ing the late Pilgrim House, lots of coo-

Most of the wood that built the town pers, a broker who probably brokered 
came fromMaine by boat. Pine was used insurance, printers, U.S. ·Customs col-
until 1840 and some white pine· trees lectors, 15 to 18 ship stores, a couple of 

insurance offices, two banks, including 
Seamen's Savings Bank, which is still 
here today, furniture dealers,jewelers, 
painters, engravers and ship builders, 
Bryant said. 

"It was the only metropolis on the 
Cape," he said. "There wasn't anything 
like it. The activity here in Provincetown 
was on the wharves. It was an extremely 
busy place. There were caulkers, paint-
ers and boat repairers on every wharf 
and there was no end to the variety here 
in Provincetown of fishing enterprises. 
It was a town entirely based on fishing. 
There is no record of artists or of tourists 
coming here then." 

A map of1857 shows close to 50 wharves 
of various sizes jutting out into the har-
bor. In the distance can be seen the 
bridge to Truro, which was bui1t in 1855 
and dismantled in the 1870s. By 1890, 
Provincetown reached its peak in popu-
lation, with more people than Falmouth 
or Barnstable could boast. 

The population then fell into three 
categories according to the man who 
wrote a directory of the town then: he 
listed the descendents of the · original 
settlers, people such as the Mayos and 
Doanes and Nickersons; the natives of 
the western islands, including the Por-
tuguese speaking-people from the Azores; 
and the people from eastern Nova Sco-
tia, which included the Scotch. 

"He neglected to mention the Irish, 
who were the first immigrants of any 
consequence in Provincetown," Bryant 
said. "The Irish had already started to 
intermarry with the Portuguese in the 
1850s and 1960s, but the Irish men 
tended to leave, while the women stayed 
here, working as servants. Most of the 
people whose ancestors came her from 
Portugal five or six generations ago 

Continued to page 25 

Urbanization 
Continued from page 15 

probably have Irish relatives as well, he 
said. 

During the 1840s and 1850s, every 
house built in town that was larger than 
a cottage induded living quarters for 
servants. "Needless to say, the servants 
were females and representatives · of 
immigrant groups, the Irish, the Portu-
guese and the Cape Britons: be said. 

After 1870, moat of the crewmen on the 
whaling boats were blacks, while the 
captains and skilled workers were Yan-
kees or Portuguese. The black crewmen 
came from the West Indies. 

The Irish never took to whaling, Bryant 
said. 'They simply had no taste for it.• 



Fine Arts Work Center October 1992 Calendar of Events 

Thursday, October 1 

Saturday, October 10 

Sunday, October 18 

Friday, October 23 

Fellows arrive. 

Annual Meeting, FAWC Board of Trustees at 10 am in the Stanley Kunitz Common 
Room. 

Reception for Fellows, friends, Board members, Committees, and new 
Director, John Skoyles, at 4:30 pm in the Stanley Kunitz Common Room. 

Second-year Writing Fellows, Paul Llslcky and Elizabeth McCracken will give a 
fiction reading at the Wellfleet Public Ubrary at 3:30 pm. 

The Development of Provincetown as an Urban Center, 1800-1950. Local 
historian, George Bryant, will give an illustrated history of Provincetown at 8 pm in 
the Stanley Kunitz Common Room. 

24 PEARL STREET PROVINCETOWN, MA (508) 487-9960 
All events are free & open to the public. Please call to verify time and dates. 



The Developntent of Provincetown 

as an Urban Center, 

1800-1950 

8:00pm 
Friday, October 23 

An Illustrated History of Provincetown 
By George Bryant 

Stanley Kunitz Common Room 
24 Pearl Street, 487-9960 

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 



Slidelecturecchronicles~marine 
- - - .. 

Provincetown'smarine history,in all of its rich and 
colorfuldetail. will be discussedin a lecture/slide show
presentation Wednesday by_ George Bryant~ -· a local 
historianandtown . selectman.

The slide show, a_ documentation of the flourishing 
fishing andwhaling industriea in Provincetown from 1815 
,to World War II,includes picturesof whaling and fishing
vessels,the· harbor, fishermen and the peoplewho helped 
shape Provincetown'shistory.Bryant will show slides on 
two screens simultaneously to compare the scenes and 
activityin this port during:different eras. .. 

Bryant is an· avid ·collector of marine memorabilia 
iricluding old photographs, . "books, - maps and . old 

. 

-... 

newspapersHis passionfor researching Provincetown's 
past is obvious fromthis presentation. . 

The show is tobenefit Bryant's own ambitious back . 
project of:,reconstructing an old'Provincetown saltworks, : . 
complete with aa windmill.The show is also toraise money 
for the ProvincetownHeritage .Museum s Rose Dorothea 
boatmodel project,now 80 percent• complete at the 
museum.

To make the slide showBryantused pictpictures from his 
own colcollection and many donated by local residents. . - ( 

. Bryantgave his histroicqalpresentationlast Februa.ty at 
the New -Bedford Whaling Museum. It was a_ great 
success.The historical period from shortly after the War of 
_1812 to the beginning ofWorld War II markedthe fastest
growth inProvincetown'shistory~ Bryantsaid. ''I tried to
make the presentationas complete as possible,"he said. 

The lecture ' will be --held at- Town Hall at 8 p.m.- 1890sProvincetown cannery,courtesy ofofGeorge Bryant . 
Admission is $2a person. 
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FLEET 
June 25th thru 27th , 7976 

Donation $2.00 
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from Provincetown were salt pork, salt beef. biscuits, coffee, flour and water. Later, off 
Labrador they would augment this with what they caught along with puffin eggs, which 
in their fluid state were used as a substitute for cream or as a snack while fishing if hard· 
boiled. Bait in the form of pickled mussels or clams was carried from Provincetown to 
allow them to fish immediately upon arrival in Labrador. When the need arose local bait 
such as the capelin was used. They entrapped or shot sea birds such as gannets and 
Mother Carey 's Chickens which were chopped up finely for bait if fi sh were unavailable. 

The crew's fishing day began at 3 a.m . with the captain shouting: " All hands, ho!" 
After being fortified with a breakfast of meat, bread and coffee the men set out in 
large dorys or what came to be known as the early version of the Hampton boats: they 
were a little more than twenty feet long, clinker-built with a moderately sharp bow and 
a pinkie stern , sometimes provided with a large foresail and a smaller mainsail. Aboard 
th e schooner the boats were ei ther lashed on deck or hung in stays. While fishing one 
man stood in the bow and the other in th e stern and each manipulated two handlines. 
The catch was contained in a pen between them . The boats anchored and fished inshore 
waters whose depthvaried from 10 to 20 feet. The three or so boats from each schooner 
tended to travel toge ther and were usually close enough so the men could pass a comment 
or joke from one to the other. Frequently a Labrador harbor would contain 300 of these 
boats each catching about 2,000 codfish a day . During the morning aboard the vessel 
the captain, cook and four men who were not fishing prepared for the return of the 
boats at noon by erecting gutting and salting tables and carrying materials and green 
salted fi sh to sho re. After the midday meal the same boat crews returned to the grounds 
for the balance of the daylight hours while the six aboard the vessel processed the fish 
for drying on the rocks ashore. Cod livers were saved and put in barrels where they fer· 
mented. The drying of the fish on the immediate shore was one step that distinguished 
the Labrador from the later Grand Banks fi shery wh ere all of the fish was carried home 
green or undri ed. 

The salt codfish operation 
of Freeman and Hilliard, 
now Macara 's Wharf. Photo 
taken in 1875. Building 
on the wharf was built in 
1874 and was destroyed 
by fire two years ago. 



Looking South from the tower of the Methodist Church, about 1900. 
In the foreground is the Cape Cod Cold Storage; the next wharf is 
Knowles, the longest is Connells. 

Blueberries were picked in July . Watchful eyes were kept on the cranberries behind 
town . The cu ltivation of cranberries was made possible by diking off the shallow peri· 
meters and coves of the ponds. The idea was to reduce the size of the actual pond itself 
and create drier beds along the edge suitable for cranberry growth. By the 1870's Pro· 
vincetown was producing over 1,000barrels of berries a year. 

It is diffi cult for someone today to understand how costly cloth was during most of 
the 19th century and earlier. Garments were very ex pensive in contrast to the scale of 
values today. The average person 's clothing, in the era we are discussing was patched and 
repaired until hardly any of the original material could be seen. A suit of cotton sails 
could constitute one·half of the total value of a vessel- running into the thousands. 
Grea t attention was paid to the condition of sails while bent or stored . 

Acts of the Massachusetts legislature in 1812 and 1821 shed light on the origins of 
the lobster industry in the United States. State restrictions were placed on the maximum 
tonnage of smacks coming from Connecticut to Provincetown. They were equipped with 
live wells in the midsection of the vessel. We can only wonder how forceful the wishes of 
the legislature and the townspeople were when we were occupied by a foreign power, but 
we do know that for years the Connecticut lobster pirates were supplying the entire 
demand of New York City from Provincetown. 

THE GRAND BANKS CODFISHERY AND ATLANTIC WHALING ERA- 1825 

'To form some idea o f the agreeableness of Bank fi shing one must fancy the 
vesse ls ro lli ng and pitchi ng about, the men scarcely able to stand , the fog drip· 
ping like rain from the r igging, on a dark, co ld . night and feeling the hooks to 
bait them ." 

From Newfound land and its Fisheries, Matthew H. Warren, St. Johns. 1853 



as the best practical ichthyologist in our state. Several fishes bear his name. He was 
the intimate and friend of Louis Agassiz and was elected as a member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Science and a visiting professor at MJ.T. It is all the more 
remarkable as there is no record of his ever attending school- his family was too poor. 

The second phase of whaling here coincided with the growth of the Grand Banks 
fishery. Provincetown whalers stayed in the Atlantic and fished either the Hatteras 
Ground. the Azores or Labrador. With a few notable exceptions our vessels were schoo-
ners not the square-riggers popularly associated with the trade. It was not unusual for 
a cod vessel to be converted to a whaler or visa versa if one operation seemed more pro-
fitable than the other. The last U.S. vessel codfishing in Labrador, hailing from New-
buryport was sold in Provincetown in 1874 to be converted to a whaling schooner. She 
was the 154 ton schooner Charles Thompson and was purchased by Capt. J.W. Leach 
for $5,500. The change to a whaler was made by adding davits for boats and setting 
up a try·works. Because of Provincetown's poor land connections to the mainland the 
local whalers discharged cargo and paid off the crews elsewhere, usually New Bedford. 
This may be the origin of the habit, only recently on the wane, of buying goods, 
especially durable ones, there. By the time the railroad got to Provincetown the industry 
was dying. 

J 

Schooners drying sails. This photo may have been taken in the 1860's. 

For the generation just younger than Capt. Atwood there was an increased availability 
and interest in primary and grammar level education. The effect of this was to keep boys 
out of fishing and to perhaps expand their curiosities about the landward portion of 
North America. Beginning about 1840 the young manpower of the Cape started to leave 
in significant numbers. Sometimes, for example, the Bound Brook Island settlement 
on the Truro-Wellfleet line it was a case of poor fi shing luck combined with the prospect 
of "greener pastures" elsewhere. On May 10, 1846 twelve men and their families, totaling 



The Portuguese tended to stick to themselves and developed their own cultural and 
financial facilities and aids. Their handicap here was language. Their co-religionists, the 
Irish, through centuries of English oppression had become superior to their captors in 
the use of language as a weapon. Most Cape Breton immigrants of the '60's had grown up 
in homes Downeast where English was used but where Gaelic was the favored means of 
expression. In going through volumes of material I have found that the Portuguese almost 
never got in trouble. Trouble in those days, especially the '60's and '70's consisted fre-
quently of running illicit bars or "dram shops" for visiting fishermen when Provincetown 
was dry and Sandwich was the only wet town on Cape Cod. Court records show that the 
vast majority of the violators had celtic surnames of Irish or Cape Breton origin. The 
Portuguese knew exactly what they wanted: a house and land that they owned, a boat 
and fishing gear. The first outside man taken into the Yankee Fishing Establishment here 
was neither Irish nor a Cape Bretoner, he was Francis Joseph, an owner of fishing vessels 
who became a director along with the Bowleys, Paines, Cooks, Mayos, Smalls and Smith's 
of the Equitable Marine Insurance Company in the '70's. I believe that he lived at what 
is now 127 Bradford Street and I would appreciate hearing more about him . 

THE MOST EXCITING AND POPULOUS TOWN ON THE CAPE 1870-1900 

'' A Good Catch"
"Among all of our fishermen none are more hardy and venturesome than the 
Portuguese. in fac t they cons ti tute the body o f those who trawl for fish here in 
the winter . Capt. Frank Wager is one of these. He left the harbor M onday before 
noon in sch . Ira Kilburnset his trawlby 2 o'clock p .m . and at 8 p .m . was back 
in the harbor with 4.690 oounds of excellent cod or $ 140 70 wor th paid to 
him by Messrs J . & L .N . Paine ." 

Provincetown Advocate. February 18. 1874

This is the first article in that paper mentioning a Portuguese fishing captain by name, 
and one of an increasing number that dealt with the growing fresh fish business. Capt. 
Wager was the grandfather of AI Wager of Bradford Street. Most of the companies here 
that handled fresh fish were primarily salt fish firms with one or two exceptions; D.F. 
Small being an example. Fishing firms were usually organized as partnerships that directly 
owned a wharf, stores, sheds, flaking, etc. and who either owned or managed for 
other people a fleet of vessels. The ownership of vessels was divided into 64 shares. 
Most vessels were owned by from one to ten people. Sometimes very large or expensive 
vessels had more separate owners. Each owner was responsible for insuring his own 
shares in the vessel against loss. In the event of a ship's sinking only those shares that 
were insured would be reimbursed . Insurance specified, of course, the risks that the 

Party boat approaching the wharf of Philip Whorf,about 1900. 



the train, regular schedules could be kept for delivering fish either in New York City 
or Boston . It was shipped iced in 400pound boxes. New facilities for storing pond ice 
were built in 1874 in response to the demand. Townspeople wished for a cold snap in 
January or February of the years in order to insure an ice supply for the remainder of 
the year. No ice- no fresh fish business . In 1874 the pond ice houses of the town had a 
capacity of nearly 5,000 tons. 

Consumers in the United States took a liking to fresh fish and began to prefer it to 
the salted or pickled product. In response the salt fish firms of Massachusetts started to 
market boneless and skinless codfish and canned fish balls and other more convenient 
ways for the hou sewife to buy fish . Here, at least one firm prepared boneless and skin-
less codfish , but e ither through the Jack of capital or the lack of manpower, Province-
town , to its eventual detriment didn 't adapt to the new ways and continued to send to 
market the hard-dri ed fish of tradition. Gloucester excell ed in preparing large quantities 
of the boneless and skinless variety. Men ripped the sk ins and bones off the dried fish and 
women picked the fine bones out with tweezers and packed the product in the familiar 
li ttle wooden boxes. Prior to th e development of artificial refrigerati on the industry as a 
whole needed its salting and salt and smoked fi sh processing capacity in order to take up 
the surplus if the fresh fi sh market was low or if pond ice was unavailable or expensive. 

' 

Provincetown cannery at the end of wharf behind the old Consolidated 
Cold Storage, East End , 1890 's. 

We ha ve documentation from Capt. Atwood about the 48 Provincetown vesse ls fishing 
th e banks of New foundland in the centennial year of 1876, that indicates th e origins of 
the ca pta ins: "6 are nat ive born citi zens of the United States;9 are Portuguese who I 
think without exception were born in the Azores; and 33 are natives of Nova Scotia,
I include P.E. I. with Nova Scotia." From the report of the loss of the Province town 
Schooner Addie Osborn in October of 1873 we have a crew list that reflects the ethnic 
mix of many of our fi shing vessels of the era: Captain Duncan MacDonald , Mate Roderick 
Cummings, Dan McLinn , W.C. Carmichael, Philip Morse, Thomas Rhynn, Chas. Stephens, 
Antonio Rodger, John Campbell. Manuel P. Short, Thos. and Frank (surnames unknown), 
Label Berell, Allen McLeod and Andrew Penny; only the last three survived in the collision 
with an English steamer. Out of the group I calculate that at most two would have been 
·' native born citizens," with the rest either Cape Bretoners, Irish (possibly from New-
foundland) or Portuguese. The ownership of the vessels was sti ll in the hands of the 
native born but the operatives were immigrants. In both Provincetown and Gloucester 
this had been true since about 1860. From studying the records available for the 1870's 
and 1880 's the following conclusions can be drawn : At times as much as 75% of both 
the fresh and salt Gloucester fi shing fl eets were manned by Nova Scotians; the Pro-



In 1851, according to Capt. Atwood, the first deep water fish traps were driven 
around Provincetown. The Solomon Bangs family, whose homestead still stands at 
448 Commercial Street and whose wharf was where The Beachcombers is, were pro-
minent in this business for over 50years. The traps here becamea valuable source of bait 
fish especially during the Canadian-American dispute of the 1870's and 1880's known 
as the "Fishery Question." The British Canadian authorities, no friends of the Scottish 
Cape Bretoners , tried to force the U.S. into expensive and needless treaties. As an induce-
ment they cut off our access to bait , food and fuel in the Maritimes. The traps really 
came into their own with the devleopment of" the anhydrous ammonia absorption 
freezing system by Paulsen at Gloucester and the establishmentof the Provincetown Cold 
Storage in 1893 at the foot of Johnson Street and all subsequentones. In fewer than ten 
years the frrezers becamemore valuabl e as the preservers of food fish, especially with the 
decline of traw ling and hand linin g. As a result or the trap and freezer development here, 
Provincetown was stil l landing the same pounda ge· of fish in J 935 as it was in 1887, 
whereas Gloucester had declined by a half. 

As the end of the century neared the salt bankers were rep laced with faster fresh 
fishing vessels Sloops, especially the beamy Glooucester sty le ones became more popular. 
There were off an d on attempts at shore whal ing and porgy seining based at the factory 
on Long Point. Swordfishing was pursued. Some Provincetown fishermen changed their 
ways, like Capt. Alex Kemp who li ved to be the last Grand 13anks skipper and who had 
the little Atlanta built for shore fishing. Some, like Capt. J.A. Matheson left Province-
town and spread the gospel by reestablishing himself at Anacortes, Washington in the 
1890' s, and started the first salt cod fi sh ing operation in the northern Pacific states. 
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vincetown fresh and Georges fleet was almost 100% Portuguese manned and the salt 
fleet was about 50% Nova Scotian manned. As detailed above, two-thirds of the salt 
captains were of Nova Scotia origin. Fishing vessel captains had to be or become U. S. 
citizens. 

Mackerel catchin grew in importance here whereas in Wellfleet and Truro it was 
dying. In 1841 there were over 60 Pamet schooners pursuing them not only in the "bay" 
but wherever they were to be found. By 1875 there wasn't one left. Wellfleet suffered to 
a great degree by the cyclical nature of the business which has been described as being 
akin to a lottery-an expensive lottery. There were many branches to the mackerel 
fishery: the Southern Spring Fishery, which involved chasing this school fish from the 
Virginia Capes to New England (suspended from 1888 to 1893); the Fall Fishery, which 
from August to October brought many seiners to Provincetown, and the Cape Cod Bay 
Boat Fishery. In 184 7 for the first time since 1764 bluefish came north of Cape Cod 
and destroyed this business in our bay. Captain Atwood said that this forced the settlers 
to leave Long Point as their major reasons for being there was to be convenient to the 
fish in season with their small boats. The depopulation of the point started that year and 
was completed by the time of the Civil War. More than any other fishery mackerelling 
was a feast or famine business for the majority of those who engaged in it. Like in any 
skill though, there were a small group of captains who were consistent highliners. 

Nickerson's porgy seiner in action, 1880's. 

The late summer and early fall mackerelling in the '70's and '80 's brought a lot of 
excitement to the town with as many as 300schooners with seines operating· out of the 
harbor. It was during these times that the dram shops were well patronized. A few of 
these mackerel schooners hailed from Provincetown but the great majority were from 
elsewhere. During fishing breaks and sometimes as frequently as every weekend the crews 
would return home. With the completion of the railroad link many of these men were 
practically commuting from Gloucester, Wellfleet and Harwich to Provincetown to work. 

Another event of a more sober nature was the location here in 1879 of the Summer 
Station of the U.S. Fish Commission, complete with the commissioner himself, his 
scientists and a steamer on loan from the Navy. They stayed at the Gifford House and 
set up a laboratory on Bowley's Wharf near the foot of Court Street. It was determined 
here for the firt time that the body temperature of many fish is elevated several degrees 
above the water in which it swims. It had almost been axiomatic for centuries that fish 
assumed the temperature of the surrounding water. New England was a particular concern 
of the commission because inthe '70'sover 90%of the fishing vessel tonnage hailed from 
Massachusetts, and Mainewhile Connecticut, New York, California, Rhode Island and 
New Hampshire shared the remaining 10%.



company was willing to take for the premium. Certain activities such as winter fishing 
on Georges or the frozen herring trade with Newfoundland were at times either im-
possible to insure or only possible at high premiums. Many of the insurers in Prp-=
vincetown were mutual companies such as the one that Francis Joseph directed. A 
poorly capitalized local mutual insurance company could be wiped out with the losses 
in one big storm. 

We have sworn statements of the largest of the fishing firms whose vessels fished the 
Canadian offshore waters in 1876. Their affidavits give us detailed knowledge of the busi-
ness including the year in which they started fishing. Some of these firms were also in the 
fresh fish business in 1876. The establishments ranged from one end of town to the other 
when Provincetown's whole waterfront was an industrial beehive. Besides the fish houses 
there was a sailmaker and a blacksmith on every wharf, as well as caulkers, painters, 
riggers and blockmakers. The earliest of the large salt fish firms still doing business in 
1876 was E . & E.K. COOK, (at what is now Bryant's Market) who became interested 
in codfishery in 1837. The Cooks were apparently the only firm to have been engaged 
in both the Labrador and Grand Banks business as well as Azores and Hatteras whaling. 
They were followed by the UNION WHARF COMPANY, 1847 (rear of Sal's Place res-
taurant and adjoining property); DAVID CONWELL, 1851 (rear of west portion of Pat
Hall's parking lot); H. & S. COOK, 1856, (rear of Nathan Halper property, 481 Com· 
mercia! Street; FREEMAN AND HILLIARD, 1857 (rear of Land's End Marine Supply) 
where a section of the Hilliard part of the wharf still ex ists; CENTRAL VJHARF CO. 
1857 , (rear of Boatslip Motel); J. & L.N . PAINE, 1861, (opposite the home of Miss
Edith Bush, 96 Commercial Street, who is the granddaughter of Lysander N. Paine) ; 
CROCKER AND ATWOOD, 1863 , (the property just west of the Seaview Restaurant 
where Howard Mitcham has a restaurant this summer and which for many years was the 
property of Mr. John Manta) : BANGS ATKINS LEWIS 1865, (was reached by the alley 
between the Beverly Mailer and Benjamin Sonnenberg houses and later became Mary 
Heaton Vorse 's theater where Eugene O'Neill plays were performed) ; PHILIP A. WHORF 
1870 (Penny Farthing Restaurant) who sold his fleet of salt bankers in Gloucester just 
before the First World War and thus conducted the last salt fish firm in town; F. M. 
FREEMAN 1872, (near th e middle of the rear of the former Cape Cod Cold Storage 
property). 

The extension of the railroad to Provincetown in July of 1873 gave a boost to all 
enterprise here and provided for the entry of touri sm . Up until this time all fresh fish 
landed in Provincetown was reshipped by packet boat or any other suitable vessel. With 

Ship off Railroad Wharf, 1880's. 



33 persons, left the island for Swampscott where they began fresh fishing in a vessel 
appropriately named the Vanguard. The California Gold Rush also seemed to spark the 
Cape Codder's interest in the West and the rest of the country in general. Many young 
men moved to urban centers, especially Boston, where they were able to utilize their 
school knowledge. 

The fresh fisherman the Louise Cabral. 

Three foreign groups filled the demand for fishing labor and talent over the next 
several decades. They were in order of their arrival: the Irish who filtered down from 
Boston, were never very numerous here , and according to Capt. Atwood introduced trawl 
fishing; the Portuguese, principally from the Azores, who became acquainted with Pro· 
vincetown and Southeastern Massachusetts as a result of the whale fishery; and the 
Scottish Gaels also known as "Herring Chokers" from Cape Breton who were familiar 
with the salt fish trade and who filled out the crews of Provincetown and Gloucester 
fishermen on the way to the "bay" or the Grand Banks. The first two groups were here 
to participate in the fishing boom of the 1860 's. In 1866 Provincetown had 91 vessels 
salt codfishing, 19 of which used trawls in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and 72 handlined on 
the Grand Banks. This fleet brought back 93,663 quintals of fish and used 4,098 barrels 
of salt clams in catching them. Quite early many of the Portuguese became independent 
dory fishermen either yearround or in the winter, and worked singly or in pairs in and 
around Cape Cod. They landed their fi sh fresh and started Provincetown on the way to 
importance in that trade. 



The question has often been asked: Why did the Provincetown fishermen as well as 
other Massachusetts and Maine fishermen go as far as Labrador, the Grand Banks, and 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence to catch fish? The answer is, first, they felt that they had to, 
and, second, they had every right to. 

The rights are more easily explained than the necessity for fishing at such distances. 
The first seige and capture of Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, in 1745 
was underwritten and physically performed by the New Englanders, many of them 
fishermen. This act secured Canada for the British Crown. It, and subsequent measures 
cleared the seas of the French and by custom and usage gave New Englanders the inshore 
and offshore fisheries of every valuable spot north and east of Maine. This was recognized 
by the treaty following the Revolutionary War, but, from a fisherman's point of view 
adversely changed in the treaty signed after the War of 1812. We have in the old Cemetery 
here the body of a man named Talcott, from Connecticut, who according to his 
headstone fought the French at Louisburg. It is know that many Cape men did the same. 

The reasons why we had to go such distances to fish and why we expanded full scale 
into the Grand Banks fishery about 1825 were a long time in coming. As with many 
changes in the world of nature, understanding of events is easiest after some years pass. 
Fishermen of the early decades of the 19th century complained that in their own ex· 
perience there were fewer fish to be caught as time went on. They were right. In 1878. 
the Canadian government, in connection with the Treaty of Washington , drew conclus· 
sions about this lack of fish on the New England coast some fifty years before. They said 
that it hadn't been due to overfishing but rather was in large part a result of the damage 
that the leather, shoe, textile, paper etc. manufacturers had done to the streams that ale· 
wives-a major codfish food- had used to reproduce. If a stream was blocked by a dam or 
sufficiently polluted for a period of five years it was rendered barren of alewives. The 
period 1800 to 1830 saw many new industrial developments on our streams. Today 
there are a handful of streams in Southeastern Massachusetts that have alewife runs, 
whereas prior to development nearly every river, large and small was a fish hatchery . 
The Cape Cod that Gosnold found had become a "fishyard" for foreign caught codfish . 

Provincetown was a fishing town by habit and one that provided a magnificent natural, 
normally ice-free harbor that was ideal for the maneuvering of sailing vessels and protec-
tion from the major oceanic storms. To the people of the mid 19th century "bank" 
fishing meant Grand Bank fishing and similarly "Bank" codfish were those caught there. 
The Grand Bank is the easternmost of the string of shoals that begins with Georges. 
Fish caught were reckoned in quintals, pronounced kentles, which was hundredweight 
measure of salted and therefore partially dessicated codfish of 112 pounds. A quintal 
averaged about 30 split bank codfish. A bank vessel of 100 tons burden, about 100 feet 
long, would bring back about 1500 quintals, stocking a good trip having "wet" or used 
in the process about 200 hogshead of salt. This meant the men caught, split, salted and 
packed away about 50,000 codfish in the course of a voyage. Early in the century the 
vessels made one spring-summer Grand Bank voyage but later, in the '70 's sometimes two 
were attempted. The fishing methods used by bank fishermen weren't radically different 
from those of the Labrador men. Bank fishermen were, however, operating on the high 
seas, not inshore, and were subject to separation from the main vessel and collision by 
other fishing vessels and mercantile traffic proceeding to and from Europe. They seldom 
saw the shore of Newfoundland or Nova Scotia, and then only to pick up supplies, 
bait or to repair the vessel. Provincetown also fished for cod in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
which was then known universally as the "bay." The "bay" was more famous for ma-
ckerel fishing, was treacherous to sail in and claimed many Cape vessels during storms. 

Much of what we know about Provincetown fishing during the period 1825-1875 
is from the writings, lectures, and testimony of Capt. Nathaniel Ellis Atwood (1807 -
1886), who was shipwrecked twice in a period of two weeks in the "bay" in 1851. 
Atwood was raised on Long Point where his father was one of a group of Cape Cod 
Bay boat fishermen settled there. Capt. Atwood was a fisherman until the double ship-
wreck at age 44. He then tried his hand at coasting and at freighting salt fish to foreign 
ports. Later he returned to fishing and set up a small cod liver oil mill here . He was 
customs collector for the port of Provincetown, selectman and representative to the 
Massachusetts legislature. He somehow managed to find time to become recognized 



The day didn 't end for the Labrador men until 12 midnight when they washed up , 
put on clean clothes and headed for the forecastl e for three hours rest. No fi shing was 
done on Sunday and the day was often used by the captain to transfer the vessel to 
another harbor. When the capelin struck in the harbors, they did so in great numbers to 
the extent that a cucumber-like odor was sensed in the air. The lure of the capelin 
brought codfish in in masses at which point some vessels would set up a deep shore-
anchored seine to pull around the feeding codfish with the aid of boats and capstan . By 
the 1830's the fishermen in this trade earned from $16 to $30 per month depending on 
performance. Some of the fortunate skippers were able to acquire several vessels because 
the profits could be quite considerable. So were the risks. The Labrador codfishery as 
well as the early whaling activities provided the substantial amounts of capital necessary 
to keep Provincetown growing and the fleet healthy. In those days, most vessels more 
than ten to twenty years old were considered over age for high seas employment. 

LIFE ASHORE IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY 
" During t he greater part of (the War of 18 12) w ith Great Br it ain (Prov incetown) 
was occupied by the enemy , w ho kept a st rong squadron almost constantly sta-
t ioned here, enabling him not only to d ictate the terms upon w hich its inhabi-
tants were perm i t ted t o exist, but also to cripple our commerce .. .. " 

Sa id James D . Graham , Maj or, U .S. Corps of T opograph ica l Engineers in h is 
1836 report on the Chartof the Ex tremity o f Cape Cod . 

Except during the wartime occupation , the town was in a state of steadygrowth and 
foment. Religion played a prominent role in the life of the village. Until the early 1830 's 
the Congregational Church was the established religion of the town and all taxpayers 
supported it whether they liked it or not. The detailed set of Town assessor's records 
prior to the year 1833 are not presently found at the town hall. It is my theory that they 
may have been in the possession of the deacons of the Congregational Church. It is hoped 
that they will turn up some day and give us a more complete record of those early years. 
Those records still there give an interesting and thorough picture of real and personal 
property ownership in town. If a man owned a "sain " to go fishing , it was so stated. If 
Widow Elliott owned one-sixty fourth part of the schooner Eagle it was also recorded. A 
person sometimes owned shares in vessels but did not own a house·. 

The houses of the early 1800 's were one or two story affairs with the great majority 
in the first category. The ground floor was divided into two to four rooms and under the 
rafters was usually an unfinished attic where the boys of the house would sleep. Fire-
places were the only heaters and wood was the fuel. The inhabitants of Province town 
and Truro turned forests into dunes by cutting down all standing wood . The Lower 
Cape's great tourist attraction of the present day, the rolling dunes that stretch from 
High Head to Race Point constantly threatening to fill East Harbor and bury U.S. Route 
6 were entirely man-made by this process of deforestation , with ample sworn contem-
porary testimony existing to confirm this. 

Besides houses there were "stores" which were often in fact warehouses, fish and salt 
sheds, loft buildings, a candle factory at one point, saltworks vats and windmills, grist-
mills, "fishyards,"which were areas in which flaking was set up , orchards and small gar-
dens. Green patches were created with great difficulty by hauling muck from the bogs 
back of town and mixing it with sand to create loam. There was hardly a square foot of 
land in the village that wasn't used by the townspeople in some way. 

During the first quarter of the century before schooling became thoroughly organized, 
boys began to fish at the age of 8 or 9. This they did in the inshore boats in the imme-
diate vicinity of Provincetown with their fathers, relatives or friends. Boys of this age 
were not, of course, taken as fishermen on the banks. For the fishing techniques of the 
time a boy was just as useful as a man manipulating handlines over the side of a boat in 
the bay or steering under sail as the adult fished . With the advent later in thecentury of 
heavier seines boys were not as useful, and as a result valuable early training was lost. 

Ashore , women, old men and children operated the saltworks while the men skimmed 
the banks. Utilizing only sun and wind power marine saltmaking was only possible during 
the summer months when the rays are direct. The salt produced one summer would be 
stored for use in the salt bankers the following summer. In the fall, under a slightly 
more complicated process byproducts of the solar evaporation would be heated and 
cooled to make epsom salt. 



THE PORT OF PROVINCETOWN 1776- 1900 

by George D. Bryant 

OUR LITTLE FISHING WORLD 
"The finest fleet of bankers that ever lived or ex isted was down at Provincetown 
.. . there was no finer fleet ever sailed the ocean than went out in the Grand Bank 
business from Provincetown."

Said George IraTarr (1856-1929) , Gloucester and Rockport, dealer in hake 
sounds. Spoken to the Joint Special Committee to Invest igate the Fish Industry,
StatwHouse, Boston, March 1918. 

Provincetown was built principally from the profits of the salt codfish trade as it was 
carried on in the 18th and 19th centuries. At times and in their proper seasons all other 
kinds of fishing common to the Western North Atlantic region were pursued and deve-
loped by our men sailing in vessels of all descriptions but none ever rivaled salt codfish-
ing for importance or duration. Prior to the settlement of the town it was a station for 
Cape Cod Bay mackerelling. American whaling began here and was exported to Nan-
tucket long before the Revolution . Lobstering as an industry began here . Each year dur-
ing the late 19th century from August to October our harbor was the rendezvous of the 
east coast mackerel fleet, numbering several hundred schooners with seine boats. Dragging 
for fish, as distinct from beam trawling, was invented in Provincetown by immigrant 
Portuguese fishermen about 1895. In this country it is difficult to find another town · 
whose fortunes have been so totally tied for so long to fishing as this one. The inhabi-
tants of years ago had no choice of occupations as the land was unsuitable for farming or 
grazing. For the bulk of our population for most of our history it was a matter of fish-
ing or leaving. A writer to the Provincetown Advocate in 1874 referred to "our littl e 
fishing world,"-and indeed it was. 

The rem arkable growth of Provincetown from the 1770'sto the 1870 's can be illus-
trated and contrasted in a number of ways. In 1776 the metropolis of the Cape and 
Islands was Nantucket with 4500 people, 15,000 sheep, a whaling fleet of 150 ships 
employing 2000 men, gathering 30,000 barrels of sperm and 4000 barrels of whale oil 
annually. Two fulling mills processed the wool, a factory made candles from the sperm 
oil and four other mills operated in the town. In the same era the towns of Cape Cod 
were underdevelofed by comparison. The average town had a thousand inhabitants, with 
Provincetown wei below that figure.By 1870 Provincetown had become the largest and 
busiest town in the same area w1th a population of 5,000 people. Fate had turned Nan-
tucket into a virtual ghost town. One hundred years of hard work, good fortune and high 
profits in the fish trade had built a town here that visitors called: "The City in the Sand." 

THE LABRADOR CODFISHERY-OR THE 2000 MILE LIMIT 
The adventurous young Provincetowner in the years following the Revolutionary War 

was more than likely to work one or more summers fishing for cod off "the Labrador." 
The territory was familiar as the town had sent whalers there for many years. In spite of 
thelong voyage down to the numerous bays of the Labrador coast the men were in fact 
en·gaged in an inshore codfishery. While fishing they were always in sight of the shore 
working in pairs in the same manner that had been the custom of New Englanders for 
the previous 150 years. The men themselves were nearly all of the original immigrant 
stock with surnames such as Snow, Cook, Mayo, Rich, Nickerson, Smith, Dyer, etc. 
They or their fathers had travelled up the Cape to found Provincetown from their birth-
places in Sandwich, Barnstable, Yarmouth, Harwich, Eastham and Truro. But for the 
different appearance of the cliffs of Labrador surrounding them, they were skimming 
the waters for fish in the same manner as they did at other times of the year in the bay 
between Plymouth and Provincetown. 

The best accounts of the Labrador fishery date from the first decades of the 19th 
century. Each schooner was from 45 to 100 tons burden and carried a crew ot as many 
as twelve men. The vessels sailed from Provincetown after the 1st of May and up to the 
1st of June in order to be sure that the Gulf of St. Lawrence and the Strait of Belle 
Isle would be free of flqating icebergs. The only provisions that the vessels would bring 
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This is the oil works at Hatches Harbor. The Angelia B. Nickerson 
could actually steam up to the plant at high tide. The building of 
the dike reduced the flow of water and generally made a mess of things. 
Let us hope that it can be opened again. 
The building in the distance at the left was quite large (2 1/2 stories). 
The wharf pilings were still visible near Race Point Light as recently 
as 20 years ago. 

The Angelia B. Nickerson is behind the Enterprise at the Gloucester 
Coal Wharf. She was actually longer than the Enterprise but was 
fitted out in much the same way so that she could be used for 
whaling or menhaden etc. fishing. You must remember the porgie 
steamers on the Maine coast in the 1940's. They were quite similar 
except that they had oil engines instead of the steam engines on 
the older vessels. Note the 40' long .seine boat tied alongside. 

Courtesy of George Bryant via Roger Skillings 
August 1996 



NOTES FROM GEORGE BRYANT'S TALKS -- at E.A.W.C. 10/23/92 
Heritage Museum 9/8/94 --Visitor Center 5/16/96 

Most wood used for building in town came by boat from Maine 
White pine used until 1840 -- structural & sheathing 
1850-1910 almost exclulsively Eastern hemlock 
Beginning late 1800's, more spruce (most common structural wood now) 
Cypress from southern u.s. esp. after 1900 (Town Hall has a lot) 

Salt works dismantled mid-1800's 
Wood wouldn't burn well, so used as lumber -- (e.g. roof boards from 
Tillie's --one of oldest store buildings in town) 

No activity here for at least 20 years after Pilgrims left 
Fisheries leased out by Plymouth Colony every year. 
Mass. Bay Colony, founded 1630, absorbed Plymouth Colony 1692 
See Shurtlieff's history of Plymouth & Mass. Bay Colonies 
"Moon-Cussers of Cape Cod": best book by Henry C. Kittredge, author of 
1930 history of Cape Cod 
Mid- Cape area settled, established by 1640 or so 

Boston Harbor Hotel (Norm Leventhal): great map display 
Des Barres mapped whole east coast 1770's 
Map of Provincetown shows Shankpainter Pond as salt pond (inlet) 
Hence, oldest part of town thought to be at eastern end of Shankpainter 
First church there, first cemetery 

* 1836 map shows more saltworks than houses 
Bureau of U.S. Topographical Engineer s , Washington D.C. 
Town line about Allerton St 
Only street is Commercial from about Town center to Freeman Wharf 
Shows Atkins - Mayo through "Mayo's Wood", Grass Pond, towards ocean 
"Transplanted beach grass" in dunes 
Presbyterian Church - - where Cumberland Farms is (?) 
Long Point Light House (orig. one) built 1820's 
Saltworks & houses on Point -- "House Point Island'' in mid-breakwater area 
Lancey's Harbor at Herring Cove joins with Provincetown Harbor 
Salt works & houses at "Race Point Light House'', road there from town 
Hatches Harbor ran in all the way to Truro line 

Henry F. Wallings map of 1858 lists bu s inesses, almost entirely fishing -
related, 50 wharves or so 
"Reprinted for the Bi - Centennial for Fairbanks House & Folk Art Museum, 
90 Bradford St, 1975" 

** 1867 map shows bridge to Truro (built 1855?) -- dike came later 
Bridge shown as 1000' long, really closer to 500' 

Early 1860's photo from Town Hill shows bridge in distance 
center School (w/tower) in foreground, Center Church dominates 
No Bradford Street 

*(SEE REVERSE) 

** According to photo caption at Truro Historical Museum: 
Bridge constructed 1850's, torn down 1880 
Dike constructed 1868-69 
Bridge on left, dike on right in view towards Provincetown 



1836 map compiled from data gathered 1833-34-35 
Scale 6" = 1 mile 
Race Point Lighthouse "revolving" 
also at Race Point: 
E. Dyer's Saltworks 
Fishermen's huts 
Pilot's huts 

"Transplanted beach grass" in dunes from Lancey's Harbor 
(at present Herring Cove) to "Negro Head" (site of present 
Visitor Center) 

Junkey's Harbor -- inlet just west of Mt Gilboa 

Telegraph Hill on map 
Snake Hills " " 

Universalist Church 
Methodist Church --
Presbyterian Church 

approx. site of present one 
" " " Center M. E. Church 

Wharves East to West: 
Parker's 
Small's 
Cook's 
Atkin's 
Young's 
Lothrop's 
Central 
Bowley's 
Freeman 
Laney's 
Union 

" " 

Collins (at site of Provincetown Inn) 

Longest wharves: Central & Union 

" present Cumberland Farms 

Commercial Street ran from Atkins Wharf to Laney's 

"Stationary light" on Long Point 

Ponds shown with names: 
Grass Pond 
Great Pond (Blackwater & Bawdy Ponds off of it) 
Pasture Pond 
Clapps Round Pond 
Shankpainter Pond 
Duck Pond 



Provincetown population growth: 1776 - 205 
1800 - 812 
1810 - 936 
1820 - 1252 
1830 - 1715 
1855 - 3096 
1880 - 4341

1880: largest town on Cape -- 4 main groups: 
Descendants of English settlers 
Western (Azorean) Islands-- began coming 1860's 
Eastern Nova Scotia -- Scottish descent 
Irish -- began coming c. 1850 
(IJnmigrants from mainland Portugal arrived around turn of century) 

Civil War enormously profitable, first wartime that town was not occupied 
Profits from war expanded economy, attracted immigrants 

Towns with active maritime economies (e.g. Provincetown, Wellfleet) 
have a lot of fancier houses built after Civil War -- in contrast to 
Truro which remained more rural 

Most houses built in town 1870's- 80's included servants' quarters 
Female immigrants: Irish, Portuguese, Cape Bretoners 

By 1870, almost everyone engaged in fisheries in Provincetown was of foreign 
extraction (exaggeration?) 
After 1870, whaling crews picked up in West Indies (black), did not settle 
here --Captains & skilled workers were Yankees or Portuguese 
1890- Town had highest illiteracy rate in Commonwealth (Fall River 2nd) 

Solomon Cook (prominent in 
Knowles lived to be over 100 

fishing business): grand-daughter Carrie D. 
her daughter has her on audio-tape 

1820-1920: Whaling: fin whales, right whales, not so many sperm whales 
Mostly shorter trips out of Provincetown, few months up to a year 
Many boats registered elsewhere had Provincetown captains 

Provincetown was 2nd most important (to Gloucester) salt cod fishing port 
Salt cod fishery was yearround activity-- 2 main areas: Grand Banks 
and Bay Chaleur between Gaspe & New Brunswick 

Provincetown only 18th cent. seaport which has survived relatively intact 
no "urban renewal'' such as in New Bedford & Gloucester, no major fires 

1000 boats a year built in town in 1850's, very important industry 
John G. Whitcomb, shipbuilder from Yarmouth ME, came here, died Just after 
1900 -- his brother Joseph became sheriff of Barnstable Co. 
"Jot" Small, boatbuilder, accompanied MacMillan on Crocker Land Expedition 
in 1917, owned house demolished by mistake for Foley House 



3-masted schooners developed for cod-fishing, relatively unique to 
Provincetown, most owned by Cape Bretoners 
Many were diverted to fruit trade in winter -- trips to Caribbean 
Ernestina (New Bedford) -- oldest surviving fishing schooner 

First boats owned by Portuguese c. 1880 were sloops 
masts were chopped down when motors introduced 
1905 - gasoline engines became widely used-- within a few years almost 
all sailing vessels had converted 

Grand Banks salt cod fishery declined by 1890's 
Spanish- American War provided new markets in Caribbean,short-lived 

* Modern inshore fishery began with refrigeration (SEE REVERSE) 
Cold storage plants 1st appeared 1890's-- 4-5 stories, acre of floor space 
Each could store a million pounds of frozen fish 
Used enormous amounts of water to process fish, cool engines 
Pond Village inN. Truro was 1st cold storage on lower Cape 
Provincetown (Johnson St) 1st in town, lasted until 1940's

Fish oil (menhaden?) plant on Long Point c. 1870-90 --owned by Cooks (?) 
Ribs from 1850's fishing schooner visible on Long Point 
Nickerson's Whale Oil & Menhaden Works at Hatches Hbr 1890- WWI 
Hatches was navigable for boats, tide used to flush out harbor 
Dike caused silting up 

Fertilizer plant at present site of Kalmar Village c. 1919, lasted short time 
Used surplus fish, 7 cold storages couldn't handle total catch 

1890's photo of out-of-town mackerel fleet drying sails 
mackerel fishing seasonal (spring & fall) 
Mackerel were packed in brine, too fatty to dry, became rancid if left out, 
ideal for smoking (covered up rancidity) 
"Jiggers", low cargo wagons, perfect for rolling mackerel barrels up onto 

Whorf's Wharf - site of last working fishing schooners 
Photo showing bathing cabanas in front of Pucci's - - commercial bathing beach 
Governor Russell last fishing schooner out of Provincetown 
Charlotte last sailing vessel built in town - by Whitcomb at 469 Comm'l 
Pucci's former owner joined 2 buildings "about 20 years ago" 
Building on street built c. 1840'5s building on water c. 1870's 

Masonic Hall dropped one story "15-20 years ago" 

Center School (where Alden St parking lot is) built c. 1840, torn down 1955 
George went there- - Tower removed early 1900's 
Joe Marshall's Fisherman's Market next door where Cumberland Farms is 

Amos E. Taylor (blacksmith) built mansard-roof house where Provincetown 
Florist is -- had business at foot of RR Wharf 



George's talk at the Heritage Museum 10/10/96 

Cold storages, the trap-fishing business, and the Charlotte 

Cold storage plants first mainly supplied bait for trawlers 
Later, food fish: whiting, previously trash fish or bait fish, 
became marketable as food fish when frozen. 
Plants burned soft coal, which powered steam engines. 

Bangs family, first trap-fishing family in town c. 1850 
Will Bangs, last of the family in town, died in 1920's. 
He was treasurer of Fishermen's Cold Storage. 

Brick building on present Coast Guard site was Atlantic Coast fisheries 
cannery 

1900-10 Consolidated Weir Co. built breakwater in East end 
They had other plants in Maine 

Charlotte was Joe Oliver's sister, who married Louis Cordeiro 

Photo of trapboat crew: Joe ''Ducky" Perry, Tony Dutra, Joe Days 
(Philly's brother), Joe Oliver 

John Raymond, Joe Oliver's uncle, grew up where Nancy Kelly lives now 
on Howland St 

Consolidated, then Atlantic Coast fisheries operated boatyard where 
Bryant's parking lot is now-- after Whitcomb, who died just after 1900 
Pat Patrick bought it, a few years before George's father 

3-story boat building shop behind Bryant's market was torn down c. 1920 

2 men named Pidgeon and MacQuarrie (see display in window of Bryant's) 
operated boatyard after Whitcomb (before Cold Storages bought it?) 

David C. Stull died 1926. His daughter was a Mrs. Law, lived in Moore hous 

Geo. has photo of chimney at Fishermen's Cold Storage being knocked down, 
(square chimney) 1930's-40's (?) 

Capt. Matheson renovated house on corner of Court St, put on mansard roof, 
originally 1820 full-Cape 

1910-20 peak of cold storage business 

Salvador family owned Cape Cod Garage (Darrow owned before/after, or 
just ran it for them?) 

Will Young started insurance business, 1st pres. of PAAM (rel. to Myrick?) 

John Foster graduated Princeton 1917, same year as F. Scott Fitzgerald 



Photo c. 1880 looking towards Art Assn (Cook Wharf) --
5 guys standing in foreground 

George's great-uncle Clarence Burch bought present Bryant's 1904
Clarence & his brother both ran bakeries 
Building was in Cook family until 1870's 

Residential space over commercial space very common in Provincetown 

Manta-- 1st extremely successful Portuguese family 
Sebastian's Restaurant 

owned wharf behind 

Painted Lady (corner of court St) orig. full-Cape built c. 1820's, altered & 
built up-- was owned by Matheson, built wharf & cold storage where Seaview/ 
Bubala's is now, demolished 1930's 
Matheson was great grandfather of Mary Henrique, present owner of B.H.Dyer's 

Atlantic Coast Fisheries bought out cape Cod, owned plants all over world 
Power plant was next to cold storage on the street -- first electricity 
generated in town -- "ground shook when you walked by" 

Freeman's Wharf built 1872 -- U.S.C.G. ordered trap shed at head of wharf 
destroyed; wharf had railway on it, was in good shape & in use til CG took 
over 

"Bangsville" --cottage colony c. 1890- 1910, "insubstantial buildings" 
on heights coming into town, across from Tides Motel 

1865 - Nickerson started photographic studio 
Irving Rosenthal worked for him 
Cameras were sized by window pane sizes 8 X 10, 4 X 5, etc. (glass 
negatives) 
John Rosenthal was sent here during Civil War _to command batteries at Long 
Point, later fought in Indian Wars out West 
His son Irving (photographer) became sheriff of Barnstable Co. 
also sold "marine curios" (popular business with decline of fisheries & 
growth of tourism) at site of present Bennetton store 

Steamer Longfellow was 1st boat offering passenger service to Boston on 
regular schedule 

Angus McKay owned New York Store 

Walter Welsh was 1st Judge Welsh, Irish immigrant family --
his grandson (classmate of George's) Robert now presiding in Orleans 
Another grandson Charles still lives in Provincetown 



Thisis one of the earliest photo.s of Provincetown Harbor , taken in the late 1860's on a humid day with a light easterly breeze . 
Itt 1s mounted here as a stereo v1ew. The boat in the foregound IS typ1cal of the small crafts used in 
the first half of the nineteenth century by shore fishermen. 

350 years 
before the mast: 

a historyof fishing 
inProvincetown

by George Bryant 
Fishing of all varieties has been the 
mainstay of Provincetown since the 
arrival of the Pilgrims. According to 
Shebnah Rich, the historian of Truro, 
"Mackerel fishing at (Provincetown in 
1650) was held by the Colony at Ply-
mouth as public property, and rented to 
the fishermen, and its profits appro-
priated to public purposes. The first free 
school established was supported from 
these' proceeds." 

From these casual and transient 
beginnings the town developed a 
permanent population by the time of 
the War for Independence . Unlike many 
other fishing areas such as Cape Ann, 
where early fishermen always combined 
fishing with farming, Provincetown 
residents depended nearly 100% on 
fishing as a livelihood. 

By 1835 Provincetown had 78 solar 

saltworks producing marine salt for cod 
and mackerel preservation . The popula-
tion had grown to 2,000. The Town 
Assessor's records for that year indicate 
that nearly every taxpayer had a heavy 
interest in fishing. Practically everybody 
owned a boat or a share in a vessel. 
Vessel owners generally owned salt-
works. Many owned boats but no 
houses. 

Occasionally a person was taxed for 
one cow. 

Figures gathered by the State Com-
mittee of Valuation in 1831 show how 
dependent the town was on fishing, 
even in relation to the other Cape 
villages. The other twelve Cape towns 
had combined totals of 6,745 acres in 
crops, 2,079 in hay, 39,010acres of pas-
ture for cows and sheep and 70,745 of 
woodland suitable for timber and fire-
wood . 

Provincetown did not have even a 
fraction of an acre m any of these 
categories . 

Many Changes 
Between that time and the Civil War 

there were many changes in the industry 
and the town . Mackerel fishing by hook 
and line was abandoned in favor of 
seining. 

The bank cod fishery grew. The trap 
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fishery was developed during mid-
century. Among the pioneers of the 
latter were Solomon Bangs, Jr. and Sr. 
who owned extensive trap rights in 
Provincetown . Here, as in the rest of 
New England, the 1860's were very 
prosperous for fishermen. Fish were 
abundant and the prices good . Sylvanus 
Smith, the fishing theoretician, fish 
dealer, fishing master , and author, said 
"The 60's were the fat times. Just be-
fore the Civil War one vessel was sold 
for $2,000, and this same craft a few 
years later sold for $7,000, showing 
how quickly things came back when 
confidence was restored." 

The Civil War era was the time when 
great numbers of Portuguese settlers 
began to come to Gloucester, New Bed-
ford, Stonington, Provincetown, and 
other seacoast towns . Along with the 
Cape Bretons, known as 'Herring 
Chokers,' they provided the muscle and 
brains to run the various fisheries at a 
time when the original settlers were 
tiring of it. 

Smith clearly gives the impression 
that the New England fisheries would 
have gone idle for lack of workers if 
there had been no immigration. The 
fishing industry of Provincetown would 
have died 50 years ago if the Portuguese 
had not come here. 



In 1936, Capt. Alex Kemp, the last 
surviving Grand Banks skipper, who was 
then 82 years old, told a Cape Cod 
Tim es reporter that he was not quite 
sixteen when he shipped from Cape 
Breton to Provincetown to go fishing. 

"The inducement for us Nova Scotia 
fellows was that the Provincetown 
vessels paid off in gold at a time when 
the greenback was worth 72 cents." 
Back in Canada, company store scrip 
was the reward. 

"The salt fish boom here reached . the 
peak in 188 3. This was a great town 
then, a sailmaker and blacksmith on 
every wharf, and calkers, painters, and 
riggers to beat the band," said Kemp. 

From 1870 to 1900 Provincetown 
had the largest population of any town 
on Cape Cod. 

In the introduction to the Second 
R esident Directory of Provincetown in 
1890, the editor, W. A. Hopkins, said, 
"The present population is made up of 
three, I had almost said distinct ele-
ments. The .descendants of the early 

settlers; people from the Western Islands 
who are numerous; and many from 
eastern Nova Scotia who are of Scottish 
descent." 

Capt. Kemp reflected back to that 
era : "You wouldn't be here six months 
when the townspeople would have your 
weight and measure. If they found you 
were a right man, they didn't care where 
you hailed from and they'd kick you to 
the front as fast as they could." 

Mixed Crews 
As Provincetown vessels sailed 

through the years their crews' make-up 
reflected the population mix of the 
town itself. The crew on the We 're Here 
in Kipling 's Captains Courageous was 
typical. 

It is a little known fact that Kipling 
based much of his novel on the stories 
told by his good friend and family 
physician, ] ames Con land, M.D., who as 
a young man had gone codfishing out of 
Provincetown to pay for his college 
tuition. 

"Captains Courageous is a good 
portrayal of a Grand Banker's life out of 
Provincetown during the period just 
after the Civil War. (Kipling's) indebted-
ness to Conland is acknowledged · in the 
fact that the work is dedicated to him." 
The quotation is from the magazine 
Cape Ann Shore, July 10, 1926. 

The early years of the present cen-
tury saw the Provincetown codfishing 
offshore bank fleet reduced to nothing. 
The last vessels were sold to Gloucester 
at the time of the First World War. 
Provincetown then depended on the 
inshore vessel and trap fishery. 

Portuguese Predominant 

This century, the men of Portuguese 
stock became the predominant force in 
the fishery, though they had been 
leaders since they first arrived. 

Mrs. Grace Collinson, Provincetown 
historian, has sketched the places of 
origin of Provincetown's people of 
Portuguese origin as they arrived in this 

The salt codfish operation of Philip A. Whorf in the years before World War I. The building behind the man wearing the derby is 
now Don 's Cafe and Oyster Bar at 5 39 Commercial Street (photo taken by Irving Rosenthal). 
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country through the past 125 years or 
so. The official records in the Town Hall 
generally made only two distinctions: 
they listed people as coming either from 
the Western Islands (Azores) or con-
tinental Portugal. 

Thepeople from the Azores were the 
first ro come here, having shipped as 
skilled whalers with the ever-under-
manned vessels that would call on those 
islands to fill our a crew, just as the 
Grand Banks skippers headed to Cape 
Breton for masters and dory fishermen. 

The Portuguese men were responsible 
for building the inshore fishery. The 
Provincetown Advocate of February 22, 
1871 tells of their daring: 

"Our Portuguese fishermen are very 
reckless. They go our in all kinds of 
weather and upon all days . It is quite 
strange that no more ·are lost. Many fish 
upon the Sabbath, as do some of the 
Irish fishing vessels of Boston, we learn." 

Expanding Influence 
Through the years Provincetown and 

the other major fishing ports furnished 
not only sailors for the Navy, bur also 
talent to develop other fisheries, 

explorers, and men skill ed in trades 
related to the fisheries. 

In 1745 ·Provincetown fishermen 
were among those who conquered 
Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton, and 

_thereby secured the Banks fishery for 
the British Crown. 

The fortress was taken by a group 
composed almost entirely of New 
England fishermen, a fact that was 
recognized in the Treaty of 179 3 which 
gave the newly independent Americans 
extended rights to the Northwestern 
Atlantic Banks and the bordering shore 
areas for fish curing. 

From early on, Provincetown's off-
shore fishermen had the choice of 
245,000 square miles of fishing banks. 
These banks extended from the 39th 
parallel nearly to the northernmost rip 
of Labrador and consisted of submerged 

. areas not exceeding 100 fathoms in 
depth. 

Pioneer Fishermen 
New England fishermen pioneered 

the cod and halibut fisheries of the U.S. 
Pacific Coast. The Anacortes American 
(Washington state) reported early this 

century: "The owner (J . A. Matheso n) 
of the proposed new plant is one of the 
best known men in the fisheries indus-
try on the coast. He began codfishing 
in Provincetown, Massqachusetts, forty 
years ago (approximately 1874) and has 
been in the harness almost continuously 
ever since. He was among the first to 
recognize a new field in the waters of 
the North Pacific."

The Arctic explorer and teacher, 
Admiral Donald Baxter MacMillan, was 
the son of a local fishing captain. 
Although he never went all the way to 
the Grand Banks as a boy, he was left 
with his grandparents and cousins on 
Cape Breton while his father 's vessel was 
fishing, to be picked up for the trip 
back home. This youthful activity
made a lasting impression on him. Adm. 
MacMillan's father later died at sea.

·Dr. Vannevar Bush, "the engineer
who marshaled American technology 
for World War II and ushered in the 
Atomic Age," was the offspring of 
Provincetown fishing families. 

Bush was appointed the head of the 
Office of Scientific Research and 

Freeman and Hillyard wharves in the fall of 1875, behind what is now Lands End Marine Supply. Most Grand Banks fishermen 
returned in September after two or more months fishing off Newfoundland . In the distance is Railroad Wharf 
with a barque tied alongside. Note the 6 or 7 unit outhouse at the leading edge of Freeman Wharf. 
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David C. Stull , the Ambergr is King, cutting off the head of a cowfish (Risso's Dolphin) early this century behind his chrono-
meter oil shop at 465 Commercial Stree t. Nearly all of the ambergris-a perfume base extracted from whales-
marketed on the Atlantic Coast passed through his hands. 

Development by President Roosevelt in 
1941. In that position the mass produc-
tion of sulfa drugs and penicillin was 

- achieved. In the same office Bush super-
vised the research that culminated in the 
building of the atomic bomb . In 1957 
Bush became the chairman of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
Corporation . 

It should be mentioned that both 
MacMillan and Bush were proud of their 
Provincetown origins and backgrounds 
and contributed heavily to the material 
o n display at the Cape Cod Pilgrim 
Memorial Association museum under 
the Monument on Town Hill. 

Capt. Nathaniel E. Atwood was 
another local contributor to science . 
Atwood is cited do zens of times in Dr. 
D. Humphries Storer's Fishes of Mas-
sachusetts. Storer says in the introduc-
tion to the book, "I am indebted to 
him , the best practical ichthyologist in 
our state ." 

Capt. Atwood 's early days were 
spent o n Long Po int where he fished 
with his father. His famil y was too poor 
to own a clock and instead recko ned the 
time by the tides . 

His education was totally info rmal 
ye t he was elected a member of the 

Essex Institute and the American 
Academy of Arts and Scie!)ces. The 
town sent him to the legislature and 
senate at Boston. He was a nationally 

. known expert on the fish"eries and a 
friend of Dr. Louis Agassi z of Harvard . 

Capt. Atwood fished and collected 
specimens in the course of his work for 

Storer and Agassiz over a period of 
years in his boat , the Scomber Vernalis 
(spring mackerel). Several fish bear 
Atwood's name. 

George Bryant is a selectman and 
often-published local historian. 

The Fishe Eating of Cows 
In the late 19th century the impact of the town's fishing economy was 

felt not only by the people but also the cows. In a feat comparable to teach-
ing a lion or a tiger to be a vegetarian, the practical people of Provincetown 
found a novel way to feed cows on this narrow land. 

The "Bulletin of the U.S. Fish Commission" for 1881 tells of "The Fishe 
Eating of Cows of Provincetown, Mass.," 

Captain (Nathaniel E.) Atwood has kindly given me facts in respect 
to fish-eating cows. Prior to the passage of the Massuchetts Statute 
forbidding owners of cows to allow them to roam at will (which 
statute was enacted to protect directly the beach grass which 
checked the driftingsand), the cows flocked to the shore while the 
fishermen were cleaning their catch. These cows sought with 
avidity the entrails andswallowed th em. Theyseemed to be willing 
to eat the heads also - but lacked the ability to reduce their bulk 
sufficiently to allow of this. A species of ling or blenny, weighing 
three poundsormore and discarded by the fishermen, was freely 
eaten by th e cows. Cowswhen first arriving at Provin cetown from 
the rural districts refused fish; buttheir owners, by adding minced 
fish to th eir cows ' rations soon taught the cows to imitate their 
neighbors in respect to eatingentrails. 
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August, 1909 viewofthe town from RailroadWharg with aMain caargoschoonerin the foreground During thismonththe last
stoneqAplacedonthePilgrim MemorialMonument.Itwasdedicated the dolloqinfsummer by President Taft.

I 

The buildingof the schooneryachtCharlotte,August 1900, Some claim that the desiggnerof this uacht was Starling Burgess.
The Charlottewas launchedin 1901 from the shipyard next to what is nowBryant'sMarket. Themanin the foreground is the
builderJohnG. Whitcomb.

from Provincetown Magazin.e, Vol. I, No. 1, 1977 
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TheSchooner Lottie Byrnes discharging salt codfish at the wharf of Philip A. Wborf 
As soon as the fish was caught, it was beaded, gutted, split, and preseroed in the bold 
of the schooner between layersof coarse salt, several weeks or months later, excess 
salt was removed from the flattened fish as shown here. It was then dried on racks in 

the sun. Provtncetown salt codfish was marketedall over the world, especiallytn the 
West Indies and Southern Europe. Theschooner was built in Essex, Massachusetts 
and was 82 feet long. 

Photocourtesy of George Bryant 



Thesuccessful fresh-fishing schooner Valerie, commanded by CaptainFrank Gaspa, 
is show here "ghosting"through Boston Harbor. TheValerie was built in Essex, 
Massachusetts in 1910 and was 106 feet long. Fresh-fishing was a tough and 
dangerous business that was carried on year round even in the nastiest weather, 
except for a few weeks in the winter when the schooners were re-fitted. Like nearly all 

of the fresh-fishing captains and crews, CaptainGaspa was born in the Azores of 
Portugal. Thegreatest all-time haddocking captain was Manuel C.Santos of 
Provincetown who commanded the Schooner Mary C. Santos. Another local high 
liner was Captainjohn Fields of the Schooner £lenora DeCosta

Photo courtesy of George Bryant 
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As Seamen's enters its 145th year, I 
am mindful of the heritage of the 
Bank and the history of the area. We 
have expanded our Annual Report this 

year to highlight a time of great prosperity when 
fishing schooners filled Provincetown harbor and 
the stories of "Captains Courageous" were reality. 

This past fiscal year was once again a 
financially-successful one with net operating 
income surpassing the one million dollar mark 
fueling an increase of over 10% in our capital. 
Our capital ratio reached the 11% mark at March 
31, well in excess of the FDIC's benchmark for a 
well-capitalized bank. Deposit totals show an 
increase of over 9%. Our financial strength gives us 
a sound footing to continue our expansion of 
products, training, equipment, and technology in 
our efforts to improve as your community bank. 

During the past year, we expanded our loan 
products giving our customers additional options 
for residential mortgages and home equity loans. 
Underwriting software now allows us to pre-quali-
fy applicants and move the entire application 
process out of the Bank and into the customer's 
home, if desired. We have also added features and 
products to our Certificate of Deposit product line. 

Our community-involvement efforts were 

highlighted by WALKING HOME, our second annual 
walkathon to support local non-profit 
organizations. We have also increased our 
charitable donation program. Our scholarship 
program will be expanded this year to provide 
support for 6 graduating high school seniors. 

As we look into the coming year, we are 
excited about additional products on the horizon 
and the prospects of a new Operations Center and 
Branch Office in Truro which will relieve the 
crowded conditions which now exist in our Main 
Office. 

After another strong year, it is important to 
thank all of our employees, board members, and 
corporators for their continued hard work and 
support. Most importantly, we thank our customers 
whose loyalty and commitment to their 
community bank makes it all worthwhile. 

Respectfully, 

John K. Roderick 
President/C.E.O. Seamen's Bank 



Captatn Raymond W Lewisat the Rat/road Wharficecrushof 1918. 
Photocourtesy of Cape Cod Pilgrim Memorial Association 



Consolidated Balance Sheets 
Year Ended March 31 

1996 
Assets: 

Cash and Due from Banks 4,356,000 
Securities 22,879,000 
Federal Funds Sold 9,200,000 
Loans 78,953,000 
Reserve for Losses (1 ,281 ,000) 
Land, Buildings, Equipment 1,620,000 
Other Real Estate 830,000 
Other Assets 1,637,000 

Total Assets 118,194,000 

Liabilities and Surplus: 
Deposits 101 ,820,000 
Other Liabilities 3,281 ,000 

Total Liabilities: 105,101,000 

Undivided Profits 12,985,000 
Net Unrealized Gains 

on Securities Held for Sale 108,000 
Total Surplus: 13,093,000 

Total Liabilities and Surplus: 118,194,000 

1995 

4,947,000 
22,793,000 

1,700,000 
80,889,000 

(973,000) 
1,752,000 

0 
1,755,000 

112,863,000 

93,077,000 
7,976,000 

101,053,000 

11,944,000 

(134,000) 
11,810,000 

112,863,000 



Consolidated Statement of Income 
Year Ended March 31 

1996 
Interest Income: 

Loans 7,094,000 
Securities and Investments 1,311 ,000 
Federal Funds Sold 415,000 

Total Interest Income 8,820,000 

Interest Expense: 
Interest on Deposits 4,189,000 
Other Interest 110,000 

Total Interest Expense 4,299,000 
Net Interest Income 4,521,000 
Provision for Loan Losses 410,000 

Non-Interest Income: 
Fees on Deposits 185,000 
Other Service Charges 60,000 
Gain (Loss) Security Sales 4,000 
Gain (Loss) Foreclosed Real Estate 0 
Other Non-Interest Income 282,000 

Total Non-Interest Income 531,000 

Non-Interest Expense: 
Salaries and Benefits 1,423,000 
Premises and Equipment 386,000 
Other Non-Interest Expense 1,029,000 

Total Non-Interest Expense 2,838,000 

Income Before Taxes 1,804,000 
State and Federal Taxes 768,000 

Net Income 1,036,000 

1995 

6,475,000 
1,310,000 

137,000 
7,922,000 

3,390,000 
21 ,000 

3,411,000 
4,511,000 

410,000 

183,000 
59,000 

274,000 
(41,000) 
170,000 

645,000 

1,326,000 
385,000 

1,086,000 
2,797,000 

1,949,000 
795,000 

1,154,000 

This statement has not been reviewed, o r confirmed for accuracy or relevance , 
by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation . 



Reserve For Loan Losses 
March 31 

Beginning Balance: 
Recoveries 

less: Charge Offs 
plus: Provision for Losses 

Ending Balance 

1996 
973,000 

34,000 
(136,000) 
410,000 

1,281,000 

Past Due and Non-Accrual Loans 

Loans Overdue 30 to 90 Days 
and Still Accruing 

Loans Overdue 90 Days or More 
Non-Accruing: 

1996 

3,605,000 

2,644,000 
6,249,000 Total: 

Total Capital 
Net Income 

Changes in Equity Capital 

April 1, 1995 
to 

March 31, 1996 

11 ,810,000 
1,036,000 

Prior Year Changes 
Unrealized Gain on Securities 

134,000 
108,000 

13,088,000 Ending Equity Capital 

1995 
675,000 

60,000 
(172,000) 
410,000 

973,000 

1995 

3,047,000 

2,079,000 
5,126,000 

April 1, 1994 
to 

March 31, 1995 

11 ,023,000 
1,154,000 
(233,000) 
(134,000) 

11,810,000 



Salt bankersand fresh-fishing schooners tiedup at Captain joseph Manta 'swharf 
located at 179 Commercial Street tn Provincetown. Captain Manta was a native of 
Portugal and his introduction to America was rather abrupt. A vessel on which be 
was a passenger was shipwrecked at Plymouth. People there directed him to 

Provincetown where a Portuguese colony wasformtng. By 1880, be bad become a 
very successful merchant and his business was engaged in all of the major branches 
of the fisheries including whaling. Captain Manta served as a member of the Board 
of Trustees of Seamen 's Bank from 1889 to 1928. Photo courtesy of George Bryant 
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Clerk of the Corporation 
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Thelast large Provtncetoum cod fishing fleet was ownedby PhilipA. Wborf whose wharf was located at 539 Commercial Street. He continued 
his business until just before World War I. In 1890, Whorf was the managing oumer of eight schooners, some of which are pictured here. 

Photo courtesy of George Bryant 
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"1be finest fleet of bankers that ever lived or existed was down at Provincetown . . . 
there was no finer fleet ever sailed the ocean than went out in the Grand Bank 

business from Provincetown." 
GEORGE IRA TARR (1859- 1929) SPEAKING IN 1918 BEFORE 1HE I.EGISLATIJRE 

After the Civil War, and for more than 50 years 
following, the wealth of Provincetown was largely 
based on two distinct ground-fish enterprises. 

The oldest and most important was Salt-Cod 
Fishing or Grand-Banking (after the major grounds 
off Newfoundland). It involved travelling hun-
dreds of miles to the banks in a schooner laden 
with dories. The fish were caught from those 
dories, by hand, with lines and hooks. Aboard the 
schooner, the fish were cleaned and packed 
between layers of coarse salt and stored in the 
hold until the return to port which was weeks or 
months after setting sail. 

The other industry was fresh-fishing for cod 
and haddock in roughly the same manner. These 
voyages were shorter and the banks frequented 

ranged from the South Channel off Nantucket to 
Cape Sable, Nova Scotia. The catch was packed on 
ice rather than salt and was hurriedly brought 
back to port for immediate consumption. 

It is interesting to note that the cold storages 
and fish freezers which kept the town viable in the 
first half of this century were originally built to 
create a steady supply of bait fish for the salt and 
fresh-fishing schooners. One industry continues to 
lead to another. 

In large part, the enormous windfall profits 
generated by the Civil War that were salted away 
at Seamen's Bank financed the fishing industries. 
This was the greatest period of economic and 
physical growth in the history of the Outer Cape. 

GEORGE D. BRYANT 

Seamen's Bank would like to acknowledge 
George D. Bryant and the Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown Museum 

for keeping record of our heritage, and for so generously sharing the images and historical 
information contained in this report . 

Cover painting of the Julia Costa courtesy of the Cape Cod Pilgrim Memorial Association . 
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Route 6 
Wellfleet, MA 02667 

(508) 349-2000 



Don't demolish the fish plant! 
By George D. Bryant 

First, allow me to commend the Prov-
incetown Board of Selectmen for pro-
ceeding with the harbor dredging and 
beach nourishment. It will be a pleasure 
to see the shoreline from Dyer Street to 
Howland Street restored to its former 
profile and elevation. ·The public will 
again have full use of this shore for 
bathing, walking and boat launching. 
The complete enjoyment of these tradi-
tional activities has been denied to them 
since the federalbreakwater was erected 
about 14 years ago. This structure was 
obviously responsible for the drastic 
drop in the sand level and loss of usable 
beach in this area. 

Secondly, I would like to offer several 
reasons why the concrete block building 
on MacMillan Pier belonging to the· town 
should not be demolisted at this time. I 
will admit that I have had ambivalent 
feelings about this building in the past, 
but it has become clearer to me recently 
that demolition is definitely not the 
answerI have visited all of the interior 
spaces in this building many times in the 
last several years, both as a town official 
and an interested citizen. It would be my 
pleasure to offer a tour of the building 
to any official responsible for its fate or 
to anyone curious about the structure. 
Please contact me by telephone so -that 
arrangements can be made with the . 
harbormaster. 

It is my impression that" many people 
have developed a bad feeling or even a 
prejudice against the b\lilding, if that is 
possible, because of the notoriously 
troublesome and prickly relationship 
that the former tenant had with the 
town. It is fair to say, however, that 
most of . the criticism directed at the · 
former tenant could apply to other wharf 
leaseholders. Indeed, the entire matter of 
our local municipal management of 
public property is a very interestin-g sub-
ject and past policies of the town fathers 
could easily be the basis for a textbook 
on: "How Not To Do Things." I would 
urge people to. judge the building only 
upon what I believe are its overwhelm-
ingly good merits and value and not .on 
the actions of the antagonists and pro-
tagonists of the past. 

As the building stands today, it is in 
better general structural condition than 
most town-owned buildings. Very few of 
our municipal buildings are newer. The 
magnificent second floor of the building 
has never been seen by most townspeo-
ple. It was designed to permit the full use 
of a column-free open space 175 feet long 
and 40 feet wide. I do not believe that 
there is another space of this magnitude 
in Provincetown. The wharf system 
under the building has extra supports 
that were specifically designed to carry 
heavy loads. When the pier was struc-
turally analyzed several years ago, it was 
found that the section under the building 

itself was in better condition than any 
other part of the outer one-third of the 
entire structure. 

The total floor area of the building is 
14,000 square feet. In its present condi-
tion it is worth no less than $25 per 
square foot and probably-no more than 
$50 per square foot. Therefore, its value 
ranges between $350,000 and $700,000. 
I do not think that anyone can argue 
that our town is in a position to demolish 
an asset of this magnitude. 

The wrecked material from this struc-
ture, if demolished, will create an in-
tolerable burden for our dump. I have 
estimated that between 26,000 and 
30,000 cubic feet of rubble will have to 
be trucked through town and disposed 
of. When leveled, this translates into a 
bed of debris one foot thick and an acre 
in extent after the normal sand covering 
is placed upon it. Moreover, great stress 
will be placed on the machinery used at" 
the dump to spread and compact it. 

The destruction of the building will 
leave the harbormaster without a van-
tage point high enough to see all of the 
marine activity in the harbor, which is 
obviously not in the interest of safety on . 
our large and busy waterfront. 

Worst of all, it is my understanding 
that the building is being demolished 
without any immediate plans to replace 

·it. This means that the town will be 
creating a monopoly for the owners of 
the adjacent pier for the proper off~ 

loading and transfer of fish. Yet we have 
been told that-the millions of dollars that 
are to be spent on MacMillan Pier are 
essentially for the benefit of the commer-
cial fishermen. My inclination is to 
believe that the planning process is out 
of control and has lost ' its way~ both 
philosophically and in principle. 

Having thus createda monopoly, the 
town will be unwittingly raising the 
value of the adjacent pier at a time when 
its owner and agent (the Robert 
Cabral/Gayle CHarles proposal) are try-
ing to induce the town to buy the pro-
perty: ·Before even considering the 
demolition of the concrete-block 
building, the town should have a real 
estate appraisal of the value that it will 
be adding to the competitor's pier by be-
queathing them a monopoly. 

In summary, the destruction of the 
concrete-block building at this time will 
be a wasteful and immoderate act, defy-
ing common sense, leaving the commer-
cial fishermen in a vulnerable trading 
position and enriching private competi 
tion at the full expense of the taxpayer. 

George Bryant is a form er Provincetown
selectmen. This commentary is adapt( 
from a open letter he sent to the Pro-
incetown BoardofS electmen. 
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COMMENT: 
. . 

1 

To the Editor: they do not ·make sea bathing upon our harbor beachesfor ty feet' of beach outside the was unaware that the pollution i 
very pleasant; The sand will also . recreation and fishing. The new seawall, which means that the in that.area exceeded the level 

The spreading of sand upor.: preserve thiscultural material sand profile will allow us towalk waste water will have to travel thatMassachusetts allows for l 
the beach in the east end of of the canneries, saltworks, . along the beach during almost seven times as far before it com- swimming waters. From past 
Provincetown will bring many 1 smokeries, rigging lofts, ships' any tide condition. ingles with the harbor water. experience I wouldsay thatthe
positive benefits for beach users,~'· stores, blacksmith shops and Property damage to seawalls Since it is in the nature of waste chances are better than even 
property ownersand posterity. shipyards for future · ar- and boats will be_ dramatically water in a septic system to flow that the old polluting drain will· . 

It should be pointed out first cheological examination as there reduced after the beach is rais- outward in many directions the still be there long after the· -
that the scheme proposed by the is little professional interest in ed and the crest moved seaward. actual amount of additoinal seventy feet of sand is dumped £ 
Harbor Development Commit· it now. The sand will bolster existing filtration that will take place in front of it, but the threat to
tee and ratified by the Prov- The higher level of sand will seawalls and the force of the under the new conditions will be . public health will be substanial-
incetown Conservation Commis· make the harbor beaches enor- waves hittingthem during.. a significantfraction· of.. t.the LYreducedby the new filtration. . 
sion will essentiallyre'store':the .. moushly moreattractive ~-.than:· storm conditions will be mathemat1cal square· of .seven. Havingheard Dr. Graham 1 
beach to its historic profile and theyare presently.Theincreas- substantially diminished.Drif-That.. multiplication will vavary?:~Giese-~ of the Provincetown
appearance. While·· few people · mgly moreexclusionary and tmg boats will be stranded fr.om propertyto propertyand                    Centerfor Coastal Studies en-1 

now living will remember the restrictive policies of the Cape rather than be smashed under will be influenced by the depth dorse the beach nourishment 
former condition of the beach it Cod National Seashore should average conditions. of. the seawall, the head .of waste scheme I feel that it is scien· ; 
can be easily demonstrated by be a warning to us that we must One of the greatest benefits water in the. septic system, the tifically sound. I do not think 
using old photographs that in restore our harbor facilities if will beto raise the quality of permeability of the soil, that there is anyone who has 
the late 19th century the eleva· the tourist business is to be sus- harbor waters all otother things underground obstructions and studied the beaches of Cape Cod
tion of the sand was four feet to tained. We cannot necessarily remaining constant.. .-As most other factors, but it will pro-- more throroug_hly than he. 
six feet higher on the average expect the aims ofthe United people know manyold septic bably'be·in 'the_range of twelve I . do not recall any damage 
than it is today. States to be the same as ours. It systems are locatedquite close to twenty times greater than · that has occurred as a result .. of 

The "new sand will also cover is not unreasonable, I think, to to the inside facesof ·seawalls. before the sand was added. previous dredging and sanding~ 
thosands of tons of industrial assume that they well eventual- The-'new sand willincrease the Please reflect upon the pollu- operations in our harbor outside
waste consisting of ballast ly eliminate the human presence amount of ffiltrationthat waste tion that was discovered one of the thump which the Flagship j 
stones; piling · stubs, barrel from all of Long Point and waterreceives before it even· year ago at 451 Commercial St. Restaurant took from the loos.e 
staves',. broken bricks, glass, drasticallyreduce the .numbers tually reachesthe harbor. Let us in the vicinity of a town-owned spoil or equipment barge during~) 
china and other debris that is of peoplewho can usethe re- assume, forthe purposeof il- drain. In the~imethathaspass- a storm. Very few people even
now lying on the beach below maining beaches Wlthin their lustration, "the eXlstence_ ofa ed our Public WorksDepart· remember the incident . 
the high water mark. While jurisdiction.We are,remember, cesspool ten feet from the_ ms1de ment has done nothingto locate 
many people, including me, find the only town Wlthin the boun- face. of an existingseawall. The the source of · pollution or to 
these materials interesting as daries of the Seashore that does harbor development committee repair or remove. the pipe. For 
relics of the fisheries' industries not own a beach. We depend proposes to add another seven- 'two summer months the public 

George DJ.Biyant. 
Provincetown



SOI.AR SALT Works

One hundred and forty years ago the shores of Provincetown
were lined with the wind-driven pumps and wooden vats of 
the solar salt works. The pumps, usually called windmills, 
were used to fill the vats, whichwere about sixteen feet on 
a side, with the salt water ·from Provincetown Harbor. In 
a three step process, using three vats, common salt was obtained. 
This salt ··was used exclusively for the preservation of the 
town's fish catch. In those times, before the advent of mech-
anical refrigeration there was no other way to conveniently 
keep fish, and the townspeople were completely dependent upon salt. 

To cure or dry one hundred pounds of codfish twenty pounds of 
the solar sea salt were required. Eighty pounds of salt make 
a bushel. Three hundred and sixty gallons of harbor water are 
required to manufacture one bushel of salt. 

A restoration and reconstruction of one of Provincetown's solar 
salt works is now under way directly behind Bryant's Market at 
467 Commercial Street. We are digging down to the origina:l base 
of the windmill that stood there. We expect to find the base 
intact and well preserved by salt water. Twenty seven years ago 
a portion of it was recovered during the construction of a sea-
wall. The wood was as sound as the day that it was installed 
over 150 years ago. Along with the windmill we will reconstruct 
three small vats. This will form the heart of an exhibit on 
the early fisheries industries of our town. We will show that 
the ingenious townspeople of old were able to make common salt
with nothing more than the sun, the wind and the harbor waters 
at their disposal. 

You are invited to watch the progress of the restoration, which
will take about five years to complete. We are not only recon-
structing old forms, but also lost technology. 

In a room at Bryant's Market we have collected printed and 
manuscript material on Cape Cod history and the American and 
Canadian fisheries. This collection is available to anyone 
with a serious interest in the subjects, from 9AM to 6PM on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. The 
market itself is part of the town's fishing past. It was built 
in the 1820's to house the fin-fishing and whaling enterprise 
of the Cook family. The western third of the market was once 
the whale oil rofinery of David c. Stull, "The Ambergrits King~ 
who brought through its doors nearly all of the ambergris found 
by American whalemen between 1875 and 1925. On the lot to the 
eastof the market stood the Whitcomb Shipyard, where the whaling 
schooner Alcyone and the whaling half-brig David A. Small were 
built along with the fi s hing schooners Freddie W. Alton, Cora 
Morrison and Willie Swift. 

Today, Sun Day we a re boring out one of the wooden log piipes
that will be used in the solar salt works restoration behind 
Bryant's. Wood was used by the old-timers because it didn't 
corrode. This log was kindly dona ted by Frank Corbin. 

The workers on hand are Ge orge Bryant and Lee Robi n3on 
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